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I ntroducing the Model 26 and 
27—two new 
subcompacts 
from GLOCK, 

These pistols are 
loaded with CLOCK 
features. Safe Action 
System. Tenifer finish. 

Hammer-forged barrel rifling. Best 
of all—they fit in the palm of your hand. 

Smaller. Lighter. 

Completely Concealable. 

These subcompacts are less than 6-1/4” x 4-1/4” (160mm x 106mm) 
and weigh less than 20 ounces (560 grams). They fit in the palm of your 
hand. Ankle holster. Briefcase. Even in your jacket pocket. 

Plenty of Fire Power. 


The GLOCK 26 holds 10+1 rounds; the CLOCK 27 holds 9 + 1 rounds. 

Compatible Magazines. 

The subcompact GLOCK 26 and 27 accept the standard and compact size 
magazines of their larger counterparts. A big selling point for law enforcement 
officers. And for anyone considering a GLOCK. 

See for Yourself. 

For personal defense, or as a back-up weapon, see for yourself why 
GLOCK’s smallest additions are setting new standards for subcompacts. 

Then make your choice the one of professionals. GLOCK, Contact your 
local dealer today and discover GLOCK Perfection. 

USA, Canada 

GLOCK, INC. RO. Box 369 • Smyrna. GA 30081 USA • (770) 432-1202 • Fax (770) 433-8719 




Europe, Africa, Middle East 
GLOCK Ges.m.b.H. 

RO. Box 50 

A-2232 Deutsch-Wagrara, Austria 
Tel. (43) 2247-2460 
Fax. (43) 2247-2460/12 
Tlx. 133 307 glocka 


Asia, Australia 
GLOCK (H.K.) Ltd. 
No.l, Ma Wor Road, 

Taj Po 

New Territories, Hong Kong 
Tel. (852) 657-2868 
Fax. (852) 654-7089 


Latin America, Central America, 
Caribbean 

GLOCK America N.V. 

Int’l Trade Center, RO. Box 62.28 
Curacao, Netherlands Antilles 
Tel. (599-9) 636201,636202, 
636203 • Fax. (599-9) 636526 



GLOCK 2& 


9mm 
10 

4.2” (106mm) I 
6.3” (160mm) 







Caliber 

Magazine Capacity 
Height 
Length 


GLOCK 27 


.40 cal. 

9 

4.2” (106mm) 
6.3” (160mm) 



France 

GLOCK France S.A. 
50, Avenue Victor Hugo 
F-92500 Rueil Malmaison 
France 

Tel. (33) 1 47 .49.S6.D3 
Fax (^3;) 1 47 .H9.74. L7 
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Command Guidance 


by Robert K. Brown 


Taking Care of Business 


you are a long-time reader of 
Soldier Of Fortune, you’ve noticed 
the new look of the magazine in the last few 
issues. This is a direct result of the work of 
our new art director, Bix Bigler. Bix comes 
to SOF from GUNS , which has been the 
class act of general firearms magazines for 
a long time. We are frankly ecstatic with 
what Bix has done for SOF in a few short 
months. Initial reactions 
from you, our readers, 
have been just as positive. 

World SITREP, long 
one of our most popular 
columns, is now much eas¬ 
ier to read quickly. 

Military personnel and 
vets will appreciate the 
“briefing map” approach. 

One reader, an Air Force 
ROTC professor, told us 
that he now posts it on the classroom bul¬ 
letin board as a fun-to-read monthly “geog¬ 
raphy lesson.” You may also notice subtle 
changes in the editorial mix. Soldier Of 
Fortune owns the military action-adventure 
genre, but we have long been criticized by 
our Navy, Air Force, USMC and Coast 
Guard readers for being too focused on U.S. 
Army actions. 

Well, with a publisher who commanded 
a Special Forces A detachment in Vietnam, 
a managing editor who graduated from 
West Point, an SF Vietnam medic, an 
Airborne Ranger linguist and an ex Army 
MP NCO running the editorial shop (and a 
former SF engineer/intel NCO running 
advertising), this was probably bound to 
happen. We are now consciously trying to 
get a better mix of the entire spectrum of 
military action into SOF. Besides, we think 
F-16s and Zodiacs are pretty cool. 

To all of you who responded to our last 
reader survey, thanks. Your feedback is 
largely responsible for these changes. We 


are running behind on acknowledging your 
response and mailing your back issues. 
Thanks for your patience; if you have not 
yet received yours, it will arrive shortly. 
One thing that puzzled me about the survey 
results is the large number of you who have 
read the magazine for years, and yet do not 
subscribe. Listen to the Old Man; this is not 
smart! If you subscribe, you’ll save at least 
half over the newsstand 
price. There are a couple 
of subscription cards in 
this issue, mail one in (or 
call 1-800-877-5207) 
today. As an extra incen¬ 
tive, one of our advertisers 
(Chase-Durer company) is 
offering any new or cur¬ 
rent subscriber a $50 dis¬ 
count on their Legionnaire 
Combatant watch. Check 
out their ad on the back cover of this issue. 

A quick word about advertising: We 
have a number of quality new advertisers on 
board, and I hope you will consider pur¬ 
chasing their excellent products as your 
mission requires (and your budget dictates). 
Please let them know you read about their 
products in SOF - merchants and manufac¬ 
turers want this feedback so they know 
where their advertising dollars are paying 
off. Magazine advertising is expensive, and 
a decision by a merchant to advertise in 
Soldier Of Fortune is very important to me. 
It should be just as important to you. 

Many of our story leads and intel arrive 
unsolicited from our readers. Consequently, 
we intend to tap this source more aggres¬ 
sively. In a future issue, we will explore 
gang activity in all branches of the service. 
If any of our readers have any information 
on the subject, please contact us. We will 
ensure your confidentiality. 

In the meantime, keep up the good fight. 
We will. ^ 
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ACQUIRING NEW ID I ACQUIRDVg 

How to Easily Use the Latest Computer Technology to Drop Out, Start Over, and Get On with Your Life 

by Ragnar Benson 

Traditional new ID books - most of which were written 10 or 15 years ago - fail to take into account the way that computer technology j 
has changed the process of obtaining new ID. If you expect to start fresh by using the old “dead-baby Vbirth-certificate” routine, you're j 
in for a rude awakening. Everyone knows that trick, including the Social Security Administration, driver’s license bureaus, passport J 
offices and child-support enforcement offices. What you need is a new plan that not only avoids the high-tech traps that these [ 
agencies use to detect attempts to get new ID, but one that also puts computer technology to work for you . . . making your own 1 
identity documents on your home computer, in this comprehensive escape plan, Ragnar shows you how. For academic study only. 5 
1/2x8 1/2, softcover, photos, illus., 152 pp. $20.00 





RAGNAR'S ACTION 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 

PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE 

AND PROVEN TECHNIQUES 


A DO-11 -YOURS ELF GUI DE TO: 



Revenge 

Encyclopedia 



CREDIT 

SECRETS 



Howto Erase 
Bad Credit 


Bob Hatmond! 


HANDGUN STOPPING POWER 
The Video 

Based on the best-selling book Handgun 
Stopping Power, this dynamic video cuts 
through the theory and conjecture and 
reveals what handgun bullets really do 
when fired into human targets. From interviews 
with gunfight survivors to ballistic testing of the 
latest bullet designs, this video is the most 
graphic look ever taken at this hotly debated 
topic. Color, approx. 90 min., VHS only. 

$37.95 


RAGNAR'S ACTION ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE AND 
PROVEN TECHNIQUES 
by Ragnar Benson 

Learn how to build weapons and 
explosives, trap anything that moves, drop 
out of the rat race, protect your privacy, 
elude the bad guys, defend yourself, 
change identities, land a job and live well - 
as well as a little bit about everything else 
that might be important. 8 1/2x11 
softcover, photos, illus., 456 pp. $45.00 


THE REVENGE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
This is the mother of all revenge books! You'd 
have to buy more than 25 books to get all the 
wit and wisdom contained in this compilation 
from the best of Paladin’s revenge books. 
Don’t be footed by cheap imitators Ihal claim to 
know how to get even. Paladin is still your 
revenge source when you need to even the 
score with nosy neighbors, bungling 
bureaucrats, snarly clerks or other pests. For 
entertainment purposes only. 8 1/2x11, 
softcover, 120 pp. $15.00 


CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 
by Bob Hammond 

Solve your financial problems once and for 
all! These proven methods show how to 
eliminate debts and establish a perfect 
credit rating. Discover the inside tricks 
used by lawyers and professional credit 
consultants with this easy-to-follow pro¬ 
gram. 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, 80 pp. 

$14.00 


THE 

OFFICIAL 

SKS 

MANUAL 



rtwmrtuntttrti 

;JST SAV 

NO. 

DRUG 

TESTS 




SOG 


THE OFFICIAL SKS MANUAL 
Translation by 
Maj. fames F. Gebhardt (Ret) 

This Soviet military manual, originally 
published in the Soviet Union and now 
available in English for the first time, covers 
instructions for use and maintenance of 
perhaps the most widely distributed of all 
weapons produced by the arms factories of 
the former Soviet Union: the ubiquitous 
7.62mm Simonov self-loading carbine 
(SKS). 81/2x11, softcover, illus., 96 pp. 

$15.00 


STREET STOPPERS 
The Latest Handgun Stopping Power 
Street Results 

by Evan Marshall and Ed Sanow 
This long-awaited sequel to Handgun 
Stopping Power gives the very latest results 
of hundreds of actual shootings involving 
every major handgun caliber, including the hot 
new .40 S&W. Also covers exotic ammo street 
results, the controversial Strasbourg Tests on 
live goats, the Fuller Index for predicting 
stopping power and much more. 8 1/2x11, 
softcover, photos, 392 pp. $39.95 

JUST SAY NO TO DRUG TESTS 
How to Beat lire Wh ir. Quiz 
by Ed Carson 

Urinalysis is a blatant violation of human 
freedom and dignity, and now you can fight 
back! Ed Careen, who handled dreg testing 
for a large U.S. military base, reveals how 
the tests are done and how to beat them. He 
did it successfully for eight years using the 
exact methods outfined in this book. Ftnd out 
how to preserve your life-style and keep your 
job. 51/2x8 1/2, softcover, 48 pp. $12.00 

SOG 

The Secret Wars of America's 
Commandos in Vietnam 
by John L Plaster 

Read some of the most thrilling true 
combat stories ever written. SOG 
commandos won ten Medals of Honor and 
dozens of other awards for bravery in battle 
while performing some of the most daring, 
dangerous missions of the Vietnam War. 
The author served three one-year tours 
with SOG. 6 1/8x91/4, hardcover, photos, 
368 pp. $25.00 



ALJVAfMCBO 

ULTIMATE 

SNIPER 


ADVANCED 
ULTIMATE SNIPER 
State-of-the-Ait Tactics, Techniques, 
and Equipment for Military 
and Folice Snipers 
with Maj. John L. Plaster 
This long-awaited sequel to The Ultimate 
Sniper reveals the cutting edge in sniping 
tactics and technology, including night 
sniping, suppiassed sniper weapons, .50- 
caliber rifles, winter sniper warfare and 
advanced sniper fieldcraft. Color, VHS 
only. $59.95 



THE ULTIMATE SNIPER 
An Advanced Training Manual for 

Military and Police Snipers 
by May John L Plast er , USAR (Ret ) 

This highly readable and extremely valuable 
training book covers the practical, field-tested 
details of sniping’s three great skill areas - 
marksmanship, fieldcraft and tactics. Rifles, 
scopes, ballistics, target detection, stalking, 
hides, cammo, ccuntsrsniplng, special ops, 
poBce vs. martary and much more. 8 1/2 x It, 
softcover, photos, Hus., 464 pp. $33.95 



GUNS, BULLETS, AND GUNFIGHTS 
Lessens and Tales from a 
Modern-Day Gunfighter 
by Jim drillo 

Leam what it takes to survive a real gunfight 
from someone who’s been in many - Jim 
Cirillo, top gun in the New York City Police 
Department stakeout unit. Read about the 
stress and intensity of an actual shoot-out and 
how to maximize your training, ammo and 
weapons to prevail 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, 
photos, 136 pp. $15 00 



THE WHOLE SPY CATALOG 

by Lee Lapin 

The Whole Spy Catalog shows you exactly 
how to hire an ex-KGB agent, order a photo 
of anyplace cn earth anytime during the last 
20 years, get an instant background check 
on anyone, open a door from 100 feet away, 
subscribe to an in-house FBI newsletter, 
order and Install the latest electronic 
surveillance gear and many more tricks to 
trace, track, surveil and Investigate anyone 
or anything. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, 
illus., 448 pp. $44,95 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


Ultimate Sniper: 

The Video (video) ......$ 14.95 

Carlos Hathcock: 

Marine Sniper (video). .. $ 14.95 
Get Even: The Complete 
Book of Dirty Tricks. .. $ 19.95 

Red Cell (video). $ 14.95 

New ID (video) .$14.95 

Ambush! Navy SEALs in 
Deadly Action (video) .. $ 14.95 
Practical Hand-to-Hand 
Combat for the Pouce 

Officer (video). $ 14.95 

SWAT Battle Tactics ... $ 17.00 


Tactical Marksman.$ 35.00 

Tactical Pistol.$ 25.00 

Tactical Shotgun.$ 25.00 

Do-It-Yourself 

Submachine Gun.$ 20.00 

How to Get Anything 

on Anybody.$ 30.00 

Credit: The Cutting Edge $ 25.00 

Get Even 2.$19.95 

Bail Enforcer ..$ 16.95 

Practical Martial Arts 
for Special Forces .... $ 15.00 
U.S. Marines Close Quarter 
Combat Manual.$ 15.00 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE — DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

Paladin Press • P.O. Box 1307 • Boulder, CO 80306•(303) 443-7250 
FAX (303) 442-8741 • E-MAIL paJa@rmii.com • http://www.paladin-press.com 
Videotapes are nonretuinable. Defective tapes will be replaced. 


!* 

PALADIN PRESS® 

P.O. BOX 1307-7CS 
BOULDER, CO 80306 

V7j 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-392-2400 USA and Canada 

Call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Send $2.00 for a ® 

72-page CATALOG of over 650 titles (free with order). 

PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING TITLES: 

RESPONSE CODE: 70S 


Q VISA □ MASTERCARD 
□ DISCOVER □ CHECK / MONEY 0 RDER 

CARD#_ 

EXP. _ 


NAME 


SUBTOTAL 


ADDRESS. 
CITY_ 


STATE . 


ZIP 


PLEASE INCLUDE POSTAGE & HANDLING $ 5.00 

Piease allow 2-4 weeks for delivery 
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MARCH 1997 * SOF 


5 

























































































A Merc Remembers 

Greetings from the United States’ very 
own “Banana Republic” ... Louisiana. I am 
also sending Season’s Greetings to yours 
and the entire Staff at SOF. 

My name is Steve Hedrick and I am one 
of the members of the infamous “Rio 8.” It 
was 10 years ago this month, that you and 
your magazine assisted in our escape of that 
Hell Hole in Brazil. I am sending this e-mail 
to thank you again! If it had not been for you 
guys, things could have been a lot rougher 
for us. I sincerely wish to thank you for send¬ 
ing us the MREs, T-shirts (that really won us 
a lot of favors with the guards!), medical sup¬ 
plies and most of all, The Support! If it had 
not been for you and your Staff caring about 
us... well, who knows what would have hap¬ 
pened to us. Thanks again! 

Once again. Season’s Greetings and a 
BIG THANK YOU! 

Steven W. Hedrick 

via e-mail 

P.S.: I am sure that you have heard that 
J.E. has been taken “hostage” in the Sudan. 
Tim is trying to find out which group is 
holding him and pay them a large sum of 
money ... to torture him! See Ya! 

Yer welcome, Steve — glad to have 
been of help. Steve is referencing SOF’s 
efforts a decade ago to provide creature 
comforts for and eventually facilitate the 


release of eight meres arrested by 
Brazilian authorities. They were aboard 
the freighter Norbistor, steaming toward 
the West African state of Ghana, laden with 
materiel for a coup (see“Soldiers of 
Misfortune” April, May, June ’87) when 
busted by Brazilian authorities: It was an 
epic of high-level intrigue involving 
American meres and an exiled Ghanaian 
businessman, Hong Kong Banking and 
gambling interests, the New York City 
Chinese Mafia, the Israeli Mossad, 
Argentine arms dealers, the FBI and the 
CIA — you couldn’t have put together a 
better cast of players if writing a made-for- 
TV series. The “J.E. ” referenced by Steve 
was believed to have compromised the 
operation: Alas, our last reports from the 
Sudan were that he had been released. 


Abandoning AARP 

Enclosed you will find copies of letters 
I have written to AARP [American 
Association of Retired People] and 
Modern Maturity magazine [AARP’s 
magazine]. Due to their anti-gun position I 
felt obligated to inform you, in the event 
that you were not already aware of this. 
Unfortunately, we were not aware of their 
stand when we became members, believ¬ 
ing that they had the best interests of the 
people on their agenda. With this new 
knowledge, of course, we can no longer 
support the organization. We thought that 


some of your other readers might not be 
aware of this and with this in mind, 
please use the letters to inform them. 

Terry L. Bowman 

Hereford, Arizona 

“Executive Director, AARP: 

We hereby request that you cancel our 
membership with AARP, having recently 
learned of your position on gun control in 
the November-December issue of Modern 
Maturity magazine, “AARP Perspectives, 
page 87. It is totally unacceptable to us 
that you take the position that law-abid¬ 
ing citizens should not be allowed to 
defend themselves and/or their loved ones 
in their own homes, that right being 
granted by the Constitution of this great 
Nation. If we are not allowed these rights, 
then indeed, the only people with guns 
will be the criminals and the innocents 
will continue to be the sufferers. It is 
abhorrent that an organization with the 
supposed best interests of older citizens in 
mind would support such a philosophy, 
which would leave them vulnerable to the 
criminal element . 

We request that you remit any unused 
portion of our membership fee upon 
receipt of this letter. — Terry and Joan 
Bowman, Hereford, Arizona. ” 


Little Legionnaires? 

Your magazine is not one I normally 
read, but the article in the December issue 
was most interesting. The picture of the 
sappers in parade dress is particularly 
intriguing. There is at least head’s differ¬ 
ence between the two halves of the line, 
but they are apparently standing next to 
each other on the level parade ground. 
Trick of the camera? Coincidence? Just the 
way this group turned out? 

It would be nice, when you have an 
article on historic units such as the French 
Foreign Legion if you had a list of related 
books in case people would like to learn 
more about their history. 

Elizabeth Redman 

Kalispell, Montana 

They’re on level ground, no camera 
tricks. Legionnaires, as other good sol¬ 
diers, come in all sizes: France has a his¬ 
tory of fielding some extraordinarily good 
small ones, such as Napoleon Bonaparte. 
As for good books on the French Foreign 
Legion, they abound. One classic to ask for 
at your library would be The White Kepi. 
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FREE REPORT Proves 


Now, You Can Destroy Any Attacker Using 
Never-Before-Seen “Killing” Techniques 

Creator of Official U.S. Navy SEAL Combat System Releases Brutal New 
Glia & Knife Sections Of His Instructor Qualification Fighting Series 


C an you disarm a man holding a knife to 
your throat? What if a car-jacker sticks a 
gun through your window — and your 
wife, girlfriend, or child is sitting beside you? 

In an often brutal yet professionally direct ap¬ 
proach, Jerry Peterson’s new video series shows 
you how to destroy these attackers, while taking 
you to the ultimate level of fighting. 

The culmination of a 2-year transformation 
from actual SCARS military archive techniques, 
his Instructor Qualification Series offers you the 
opportunity to learn what until now was taught to 
military Special Operations forces (SEALS, Rang¬ 
ers, Green Ber&s, etc.). 

It’s been called “the most brutally effective 
fighting s ystem ever seen.” 

Before explaining more about this system, 
here’s how Jerry Peterson, the creator of this sys¬ 
tem, became the first — and only — civilian ever 
to standardize, license and teach a hand-to-weapon 
fighting system to the United States military. 

In 1989, Naval Special Warfare Command 
(NSWC), the group which controls all SEAL ac¬ 
tivity, was looking for ways to standardize hand- 
to-weapon combat techniques. After an exhaus¬ 
tive review, they had rejected every single mar¬ 
tial art form in the world. 

They found each completely unworkable in 
combat-oriented fighting situations where SEALS 
were in full gear, carrying 100# packs, and often 
knee-deep in water. 

Amazing Scientific System 
Then a SEAL NSWC officer (with black belts 
in 3 martial arts) saw Jerry Peterson’s scientific 
fighting system. What he stumbled on wasn’t mar¬ 
tial arts. In fact it was unlike anything he’d ever 
seen before. 

The SEAL officer watched in disbelief as a 
class of inexperienced students threw real punches 
for virtually 1 full hour, never repeating the same 
sequences. In one session he witnessed more fight¬ 
ing than most martial arts students see in a year. 

Later, two top brass at NSWC saw the officer 
demonstrating moves he’d learned. But intrigue 
turned to doubt when they learned the originator 
was an ex-Army enlisted man. 

Still they met with Jerry, as much out of admi¬ 
ration for his Vietnam record as anything (he spent 
15 months as lead point for Charlie Company, the 
173rd Airborne — one of the most decorated units 
of the war). As Vietnam vets, the SEAL officers 
figured Jerry at least would understand their needs. 

Easily Defeats Decorated SEAL 
But they were totally unprepared for what hap¬ 
pened. To prove his system, Jerry Peterson and a 
highly-decorated SEAL Officer (and at 240, 100 
pounds heavier than Jerry) went toe-to-toe — but 
at half speed. To the Officer’s amazement he was 
instantly disabled and dropped to his knees. 

Only then did he realize — had he not been 
talked out of going full speed by others who knew 
the awesome power of Jerry Peterson’s system, 
his false confidence in his martial arts training and 
in his sheer size advantage would have left him 
with an arm broken as easily as a match stick! 

In 5 short minutes these SEAL officers — men 
who had seen everything in the way of brutal fight¬ 


ing, and who had virtually unlimited budgets to 
develop the SEALS into the world’s best — were 
blown away by Jerry Peterson’s Autokinematic m 
fighting system. 

Officially Required SEAL Training 

Following a pilot program at Command head¬ 
quarters all SEALS began receiving this training. 
Still, hardheaded, cocky, non-believing SEALS, 
many with extensive martial arts backgrounds, con¬ 
stantly tested Jeny: 

□ SEALS are the most proficient combat swim¬ 
mers in the world. Yet 40-year-old Jerry (who 
wasn’t a particularly good swimmer) “drowned” 
SEAL after SEAL in training. His scientific prin¬ 
ciples apply on any terrain. 

□ SEALS are trained to run 20 miles in soft sand. 
But Jerry (who really wasn’t in great shape) had 
them gasping just 5 minutes into his first work¬ 
outs while he participated effortlessly. He used 
breathing techniques others had never seen (tech¬ 
niques he can teach you in minutes). 

□ In Europe Jerry challenged a deployed SEAL pla¬ 
toon to pin him against a wall. All thought it a joke. 
Yet he escaped — from the grasp of 14 of the most 
proficient fighting men in the world (then showed it 
was no trick — simply physics, and easily learned). 

Today SEALS use all these scientific techniques 
and many more. Since 1989, Navy SEALS go 
through a minimum of 40 and up to 600 rigorous 
hours of Jerry Peterson’s training prior to deploy¬ 
ment (often in intense, 24-hour a day sessions). 

Top Government Officials Amazed 

His system was demonstrated to Navy Admi¬ 
rals, a 4-Star General, and Congressional leaders 
— as well as the Secretary of the Navy and the 
U.S. Secretary of Defense! 

Jerry was even called in prior to Desert Storm 
to brief the military on using Neural Offensive 
Linguistics™ (a cornerstone of his system, it de¬ 
fines a mind set which eliminates all defensive 
thinking, allowing anyone, even you, to make in¬ 
stantaneously correct decisions in the midst of any 
hostile environment). 

Devastating Power Gives You 
An Unfmr Advantage 

In his HCS video course Jerry Peterson intro¬ 
duced you to his revolutionary system. 

Now, with the publication of Jerry Peterson ’s 
SCAR-HCS Hand-To- Weapon fighting system, 
Jerry leads you into the never-before-seen world 
of brutal, no-hold s-barred gun, knife and club fight¬ 
ing — material you’ve never seen (unless you were 
in elite Special Operation forces). 

You’ll learn the same hand-to-weapon tech¬ 
niques, the same mental approaches, the same ’kill’ 
sets Jerry developed for over 200 SEAL SCARS 
instructors. (These SCARS instructors now teach 
this system to all branches of the military Spec Op 
forces — Army, Navy and Air Force). 

You’ll know how to defeat, seriously disable 
and, when necessary, kill anyone threatening your 
life or the life of a loved one or friend! 

Guaranteed To Work In Your Most 
Nightmarish Hostile Situation 

Everything in his system was proven in the most 
intense war lab of the past 30 years — Vietnam! 


But this isn't a 
course to impress 
friends at your Karate 
studio. The Instructor 
Qualification Series is 
Jerry Peterson’s com¬ 
plete professional 
fighting system. 

And professional 
fighting has but one 
objective: to defeat an 
attacker incredibly 
fast. In 29 years 
Jerry’s longest fight 
lasted but 5 seconds! 


Official SEAL SCARS-CFC 
Creator Jerry Peterson 


This system is only for those who need a pow¬ 
erful yet amazingly simple system (simple because 
it’s based on quickly-mastered scientific principles 
not a difficult art form) to protect them in life- 
threatening situations. 

No Navy SEAL has ever lost in hand-to-hand 
combat when correctly applying Jerry’s system! 
And they never will (nor will you) because ... his 
system is undefeatable! 

This Totally Integrated System Enables 
You To Destroy Any Attacker — 
With Absolutely No Fear Or Hesitation! 

Cheap imitators advertise fighter after fighter 
after fighter — a hodgepodge of unrelated, nonsci- 
entific moves. Now they even lis, hoping to con you 
into believing SEALS would lose to these guys. But 
they know. No one beats a Peterson-trained SEAL. 

These ‘wanna-bes’ teach one move if an attacker 
swings a fist at you, another if he’s got a knife. 

But Jerry Peterson’s scientific system teaches 
you why you MUST use the exact same techniques 
— with a weapon or without! What everyone else 
teaches is wrong. Just ask the SEALS! 

The imitators claim they’ve trained Navy 
SEALS. But Jerry Peterson is the sole creator of 
the official hand-to-hand and hand-to-weapon com¬ 
bat fighting system used by the SEALS today. 

He’s the only civilian with a Naval Special 
Warfare course number ( SCARS-CFC # K-431- 
0096) plus a new $2.5 million military facility 
predicated solely on his SCARS training. 

The Navy SEAL ‘wanna-be’ trainers? They’ve 
got nothing — no official status, no course number. 

Free Special Report Reveals 
GUN And KNIFE Fighting Secrets 

Jerry Peterson’s system is brutal. It has to be. 
Yet it’s surprisingly easy to leam. It requires NO 
athletic ability, NO speed, NO conditioning. 

And because his videos offer an unprecedented 
3 camera angles (including a new overhead shot), 
you can learn this scientific system in just days; 
specific techniques often in just minutes. 

Jerry has created a Free special report reveal¬ 
ing the amazing details about his scientific weap¬ 
ons fighting system — the system which has made 
the Navy SEALS an undefeatable fighting force. 

It’s easy to get your free copy. Just call 

1 - 800 - 600-1420 

24-hours for a Free recorded message to get your 
Free report. International, call 602-921-8533. 

O Copyright 1986 Chvlton & Co., Inc. 
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Equal Protection 

A letter to the editor of my local paper 
today posed an interesting question. The 
author asked “If the equal protection clause 
of the 14th Amendment requires all 50 
states to recognize Hawaii’s gay marriage 
licenses, how come it doesn’t require them 
to recognize my Texas concealed handgun 
carry license?” What do you think about 
this question and how would you answer it? 

J. Degenhardt 

via e-mail 

Well, I guess if sauce for the goose is sauce 
for the genderless as far as marriage licenses, 
then we think it should apply to other licenses 
(such as it does for driver's licenses) as well, 
to include concealed carry. So far, only indi¬ 
vidual states, like Florida, have enacted reci¬ 
procity statutes that recognize another state's 
concealed carry. Proposed federal legislation 
has never made it through. We think it would 
be a good thing if it did. 

And we expect Hawaii to surpass 
Nevada in the number of marriage licenses 
sold to out-of-state-"couples, ''followed by 
renewed volcanic activity. 


Merc Work 

I am interested in writing to the South 
African based organization called Executive 
Outcomes. Having read the August edition 
of Soldier of Fortune, I was wondering if 


you could help me by supplying their 
address? Where I work, I have found it hard 
to find out anything more than the fact that 
they are based in South Africa. 

M.M. Cruickshank 
Kamp Sepurine, Zadar 
Republic of Croatia 

Experienced, professional soldiers with 
an excellent CV arid a clean record only 
need apply: Executive Outcomes, 
Recruiting Officer, Private Bag X-105, 
Hennopsmeer 0044, South Africa; phone: 
0111 2712 666 8429/7005. 


Big Al Update 

As someone who has known Mr. 
Woodbridge for many years and who is very 
familiar with his case, thank you for your 
coverage. I feel as if I had written the article 
myself. As an aside, my children and I were 
turned away last Christmas when we went 
to visit “Big Al” at Sheridan Federal Prison. 

Steve Bach 

via e-mail 

We just talked to Al, and as we go to 
press he's still hoping to get to spend at least 
part of Christmas with his family. He partic¬ 
ularly wanted us to express his family's 
thanks for the outpouring of moral and 
financial support from SOF readers after his 
story was published. Most of the financial 
help was sent anonymously, he noted — a 


sad commentary on the state of affairs when 
people must fear retribution for helping. 


Ask The Camel 

Keep up the good work. I enjoy the 
issues covered, especially on the s— that’s 
happening in D.C. And, of course, what 
comes out of it! Thanks for the intel. One 
question: when is enough enough? I do not 
look forward to armed conflict, but how 
long will it take before that is the only 
option? God only knows, in the mean time, 
keep the faith. I will not give up my free¬ 
dom for anything! de oppresso libre. 

B.B. 

via e-mail 

Evidently, the American electorate has 
not yet enjoyed all they can stand of the 
Clinton agenda, as the small percentage 
who bothered to vote returned him to office. 
(You did vote didn't you?) As for when 
enough is enough, that depends on the camel 
and how much straw is available. Two 
things are for certain: If the battle ever gets 
to the streets, all parties concerned have 
lost; and the time has demonstrably not 
come as long as you have a free press and a 
vote — and exercise it. Should it ever come 
to pass that freedom of speech and the right 
to vote are denied, then it might be enough- 
enough. Untoward interests are already 
gnawing around the edges of the Bill of 
Rights, and your best defense at this point is 


Defensive Shotgun Equipment 


Tactical Grips - (front)...$19.95 

(rear).$16.95 


Models to fit Mossberg 500 - 600; Remington 870; 

Winchester 1200 - 1300. Specify shotgun & front or rear. 

Magazine Extensions 

7 shot for Remington 870,1100,11-87.$34.95 


7 shot for Winchester 1200,1300.$34.95 

8 shot for above Remingtons..$36.95 

10 shot for above Remingtons - Winchesters (specify).$39.95 

(ail extensions include Spring & Barrel/Magazine Clamp) 

Barrel/Magazine Clamps. $6.95 

2 different models fit all above guns. Specify shotgun. 
SideSaddle<a>Shotshell Carrier .$24.95 


Models to fit Remington 870,1100,11-87; Mossberg 500, 

600; Winchester 1200,1300; HK Super 90. Specify gun. 

Tactical Sling, for shotguns with pistol grips (w/out mtg hardware) ..$15.95 
Tactical Sling, 2 Way (shoulder or chest) (2 QD Swivels included)....$24.95 

Sling with Padded Shell Holder (9 rds) - Unde Mike’s™.$19.95 

QD Swivel - fits B/M Clamp and above Slings..$5.95 

Pistol Grip Shotgun Case - fits 18 & 20 in. barrels & folding stocks.$24.95 

Folding Stock - Butler Creek - Black - models to fit 

Rem 870, Moss 500/590, Win 1200/1300. (Specify your gun).$69.95 

Universal Barrel Shroud - Protection from hot barrel, fits all makes.$19.95 

Streamlight "SCORPION" Flashlight 

Super bright, focusing, push button end switch. 

(indudes 2 lithium batteries).(Fits new Saddle-lite)...$39.95 

Universal Barrel Mount #4 

Mounts Scorpion flashlight to shotgun.$19.95 

TacStar WLS-2000 Lighting System.(Fits new Saddle-lite)....$89.95 

Scorpion with new body, curly cord & pressure switch. 

Includes mounts for 1/2 to 1 inch barrels. 

End Cap Switch, Push Button....(FIts WLS-2000).......$24.95 

Universal Hanger - hides guns, etc. under hanging clothes...$4.95 

Send for free catalog. — Check us out on the Internet. 


New!! Saddle-lite™ Light Holder 


r 
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Shotgun, SideSaddle & Flashlight > 

shown here are not included. 


The ideal way to quickly mount a flashlight to your shotgun when equipped 
with a JacStar Sidesaddle™ shell holder. The Saddle-lite™ snaps into one of 
the shell loops. It will fit 1" dia. lights such as the TacStar & Sure-Fire™ and, 
with a bushing (included) will adapt to the Scorpion™ flashlight. Quickly snaps 
on and off for use when needed. Located for easy access to rear switches 
with your thumb. Lights with remote pressure switches can be used by 
attaching the switch to the grip area with velcro. The new MTI Saddle-lite is 
one of the quickest and best ways to attach a powerful flashlight to your 
shotgun. Manufactured from 6061-T6 Aircraft Aluminum with dull black 
anodize finish. Utilizes standard 1" scope ring (included). Manufactured by 
MTI, this product carries a lifetime guarantee. 

No. 09018 . (list price $39.95). $29.95 

We stock many new items not listed — send for catalog!!! 

Moore Technical Industries, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1705 - Dept SOF 
Cottonwood, AZ 86326 

Send for our free catalog. For 1st class catalog shipment send $1.00. 
Add $6.00 S&H.Money Orders, Visa, MC, Discover, Am Exp 
Cash Only (ups) C.O.D. 

Phone: (520) 634 - 9891 Fax: (520) 634 - 8190 

http://www.mooretec.com email: mti@sedona.net 
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your active participation in the political 
process. But keep your powder dry: Thomas 
Jefferson noted, “The strongest reason for 
the people to retain their right to keep and 
bear arms is as a last resort to protect them¬ 
selves against tyranny in government. ” 


Kudos To Bix 

The January issue of SOF was great. Its 
new upscale look is a great improvement. 
Reviewing the Command Guidance by R. K. 
Brown over the past several months, it is 
obvious that Slick Willie and his left-wing 
pinheads in Congress are trying an end run 
on private gun ownership. We must start to 
ask ourselves at what point we as private 
gun owners are willing to resist (in whatev¬ 
er form) the obvious creeping Fabianism of 
the gun grabbers? It is obvious that they will 
never be satisfied with what they have, but 
are striving to chip away at our right to own 
weapons of any kind. As a 24-year retired 
military member, WIA x2 in Vietnam, I 
knew who my foreign enemies were: I am 
finally recognizing who the domestic ene¬ 
mies are — it’s Slick Willie and his minions 
in the White Castle at 1600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue. Keep up the great work that you are 
doing with SOF , a true light in the darkness. 

Garry Wells 

via e-mail 

Glad you like the new look: It's largely 
— if not wholly — the work of Bix Bigler, 


our new art director, who is as good as it 
gets. As for when to resist, resist now! The 
founding fathers set things up so that if any¬ 
one would try to take away your guns, you 
could protect your guns with your vote. And 
when they try to take away your vote, they 
fully intended that you protect your right to 
vote with your guns. Resist vigorously with 
the first option now, to preclude ever having 
to exercise the second. 


Canadian Agreement 

RE Aaron Kfir’s letter, January ‘97: A 
parliamentary committee found only 7,000 
pointed-end soldiers in the CAF in 1995. 
Although forces will reduced to 60,000+, 
they recommended no less than 63,000. 
The Army must already employ reservists 
to Fill depleted battalions for U.N. ops, and 
despite U.N. commitments, defence bud¬ 
gets are cut. 

Air forces were cut four squadrons, leav¬ 
ing only four, plus one training, the rest 
mothballed or cannibalized. 

However, commitments required 
many new weapons: C-7 rifles, C-9 
LMGs, C-6 MMGs, Eryx AT missiles, 
plus LAV-type APCs and trucks. The 
Leopard I tank will be upgunned. The 
Navy has 12 new frigates, but canceled 
chopper replacements. 

It’s been a long time since the govern¬ 
ment — or general populace — has sup¬ 
ported our armed forces. Despite this, we 


serve with pride and a sense of duty to 
our compatriots. 

Mark Hughes, Reservist (Highlander) 
Westville, Nova Scotia 

And, cousin, you have served the cause 
of peace very well. 


Terrorists or Guerrillas 

The difference between terrorists and 
freedom fighters (reference Page 55, 
February issue)? Tactics. Although those in 
control will always vilify rebels regardless 
of their actual motives/beliefs or tactics, 
simply examine their actions to judge if 
they are terrs or guerrillas. 

Guerrillas attack only military/police tar¬ 
gets, trying to minimize civilian casualties. 
A military installation would be a valid tar¬ 
get, but terrorists will avoid military/police 
areas because they are cowards! Terrorists 
will instead bomb perfume counters at 
stores, or daycares or ... you get the idea! 

FMJ556 

via e-mail 

Your assessment is probably a workable 
definition, remembering that one man ter¬ 
rorist can be another man’s freedom fighter. 
The chivalrous concept of not involving 
non-combatants will always be at odds with 
the “all’s fair in love and war/the end justi¬ 
fies the means” rationale. Mad bombers are 
always terrorists. ^ 



FULClQfl CAPACITY 
14oz. UNLOADED 
SIZE SMX’4.1" X 1 "WIDE 
DOUBLE ACTION ONLY 


World Wide Web 
address: 
www.kel-tec.com 
E-mail: 

aimkeltec@aol.com 


Owned 


Parts© 


TELEPHONE: 407/631-0068- 
FAX NO.: 407/631-1169 
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monsoons were winding down by November 
■ IIV but there was still enough rain in Chu Lai to 
I HW make life miserable. 

I was attached to One of the three Marine F-4 Phantom 


by Jeff Nielson 


pound bombs. I initiated the start procedure apd the big General 
Electric J-79 engines rumbled to life. ' '' 

After pre-taxi checks for leaks, working control surfaces, and 
brakes, we called for taxi. The rain surged down as Dagger 



Squadrons and this month it was YMFA-llS’s turn to man the “hot- 
pad,” the Air Group’s answer to a quick-reaction force. My call 
sign was “Goose” and in my backseat was Johnnie '‘Gool” Brewer, 
a close friend and a damned good RIO (radar intercept 
officer). Our flight leader was 

“Dagger 11 ” an * m p J v 


led us onto the runway and started his 
take-off roll. 


I As he lifted off, lined up on 

the centerline, held the brakes momentarily as I 
checked the engine gauges and then kicked the throttles into after¬ 
burner. The acceleration was always a rush as ittook only seconcs 
to get airborne and head to the target. 

Once at altitude, we decided that with the Storm® bad as was 
reported between here and the target, our best option was to find a 
way underneath the weather. 

We screamed west under a 2,000-3,000Toot ceiling, dodging 
walls of rain, the eerie hills hooded with mist and fog and hand like 
elevation changes that reached up to Squeeze us against ifa: ctonj.s. 
Upon arrival on station, Cow-boy came up on the r$dio, "We have 
NYA to within 300-500 meters of friendlies. 

“Your attack heading will be 270 degrees with a left-hand pull 
off target. Expect intense enemy fire. Stand by for my mai k-' : 

The FAC cruised at low altitude, usually in a Hirigle-Heai pro¬ 
peller aircraft, in a position to see enemy and fii^endjy move mens, 
He had low-frequency radio commo to the grunts and high-fre¬ 
quency commo to the Phantoms. He was an integral pan- the 
air/ground team the Marines believed in. On his wings ht eaYrTeU 
white phosphorous (“Willie Peteri’) rockets which onimpsce woiijti 
raise a plume of brilliant white smoke 
easily identifiable by the F-4s. 

Cowboy fired his first rocket, 


oti his second tour. Johnnie and I had 
flown more thah 40 missions together in as many days and I 
was on my third month in country. It was 1500 hours. Three more 
to go: and our shift would end and We’d shed the G-suit, torso har¬ 
ness, survival vest, and grab some sleep. 

The hotpad w® a small trailer right next to the flight line of F- 
4s, two of Which We had checked for our flight. There were no win¬ 
dow^ but we did have 30-year-old metal bunk beds, an ace>deuce 
game board, the ever-present pungent odor of Sweaty clothes 
stuffed too long in a locker, and a telephone that would send us into 
combat at its best: close-air support. 

Somewhere in the Qtie Son Mountains, about 50-60 miles west 
of Chu Lai, a battalion of the Armyjqf South 
Vietnam (ARVN) soldiers was in major contact, 

A large, veteran; communist force from the 
North had bagged the smaller force in an ambush 
leading to a nasty firefigbt with all the trim- 
mings: automatic weapons and mortars, \ 

The NVA were dug deeply into bunkers and 
fighting positions and time was not on the side of 
their inexperienced, fledgling adversaries, toward 
whofn they felt nothing save seething contempt. 

r fhe ring of the scramble phone split the silence 1 
of the hotpad. Dagger’s RIO hinged forward to ] 
answer. He gathered information on the target, 1 
weather and location from the airborne con¬ 
troller, “Cowboy.” Dagger, Johnnie and I 
sprinted to the F-4s loaded with 12 of the 500- 


Johnnie (right) and I had flown 
more than 40 missions together 
in as many days. 
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“From my smoke, the target is 50 meters 
at 3 o’clock,” he instructed, as I followed 
Dagger into the pattern. 

I rolled the Phantom up onto its wing, 
let the nose fall to 20 degrees below the 
horizon and leveled into my attack. Cool 
started to call out altitude and dive angle 
as we shrieked in at 450 knots toward the 
valley floor. Enemy fire shot up at us but 
there was no time to pay it any attention. 
I released and quickly pulled the stick 
back to 5 Gs. 

My feet turned to lead weights on the 
deck and my oxygen mask started to slide 
down my face. Blood pooled out of my eyes 
giving me gray tunnel vision. As I got the 
aircraft headed back up, I was immediately 
faced with the cloud bank. It was then back 
into a 2- or 3-G turn to stay out of the moun¬ 
tains and within sight of the target. It would¬ 
n’t get any easier. 

I looked across the pattern for Dagger 
and glanced down at the target. Our previ¬ 
ous run added smoke, dust, and debris to the 
rain and increasing dankness and enemy 
fire. Cowboy put in another mark but I 
could hardly see it. When I reached the roll- 
in point, I started my run but was already 
into our own smoke. I could hear Johnnie 
breathing harder as we broke out. I lost the 
mark. Better to go around than take a 
chance on nailing some ARVNS. 

After Dagger’s hit, Cowboy noticed hos¬ 
tile fire from a bunker about 50 meters to 
the west. He came up, “Goose, from 
Dagger’s hit, go another 50 meters at 12 
o’clock.” 

As soon as the Phantom was “wings 
level” I headed down. But now I was 
behind in speed and dive angle. I added 
power but had to adjust the dive angle with 
altitude at the bottom. I released and pulled 
out very low with high-velocity tracers fol¬ 
lowing me. 

The bomb’s hit added a huge secondary 
explosion. The grunts caught a shower of 
hot shrapnel on that one. They hunkered 
down and kissed the ground. 

I looked out at the grim picture: Smoke 
and rain obscured everything . I couldn’t see 
the valley floor and worried about the mis¬ 
sion and the safety of the ARVN troops. 

We made another pass and held at alti¬ 
tude. Cowboy knew better than we did that 
any more work in close would be too dan¬ 
gerous. He rolled in for one last mark 
about 200 meters back from the target 
area. These hits could catch NVA troops 
retreating from our firestorm. Good think¬ 
ing, Cowboy. 

Dagger was on his way out of the valley. 
As I pulled up, I looked back for the last 
time and radioed thanks to Cowboy for a 
job well done. 

Now, some 26 years later, I look at the 
Distinguished Flying Cross on my wall and 
remember vividly that miserable, risky, life¬ 
saving mission in the Que Son Valley: “As 
a result of the flight’s devastating attacks ... 
the hostile force was routed, enabling the 
ARVN soldiers to advance unopposed and 
occupy the enemy’s positions.” 
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This is the booh that other 
publishers were afraid! to print! 


BASICS OF: 
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Check out our 


* Firearms • Armor Systems 

• Rockets & Missiles • Biological’s 

•Explosives •Chemicals 

Positioned Weapons • Hand Weapons 

Defensive Obstacles 

» | MW-t-: shipping. Send check or M.O. to; 

STIP, Box 59, Silver Creek, NE 68663 

Phone:(308)773-2455 1 

r Web site 


; at: http://www.nifty.com/war 


STEROIDS 


D-BALL TEST JET DECA 

Anabolic Steroids build Muscle Mass and Strength 
Now there are safe and effective replacements for steroids 

PRO BODY® Power Formulas 


Leading Steroid Replacer 

Huge gains in muscle mass and strength have 
been reported from Boron users. Completely legal 
and no side effects. Gains won't be as good as with 
steroids for most, but response is great and lifters 
are coming back for more. The extra edge. Boron. 
BORON 3 month cycle #55001 $15.95 

D.H.E.A. Now available without Prescription 
This remarkable nutrient has shown extrodinary 
results in athletes. New studies have shown that 
D.H.E.A. is an effective way to increase muscle 
mass in both men and women while providing 
additional strength, try TT.R.'s D.H.E.A. Today. 
D.H.E.A. 90 Caps 50 mg. #55034 $29.95 

D.H.E.A. 180 Caps 50 mg. #55035 $49.95 


Build Mass and Lose Fat 

Human Growth Hormone increases lean Mass 
and decreases body fat. The ingredients of GH 
Power Formula have been proven to naturally 
increase Growth Hormone levels up to 700% in 
90 minutes. GH levels still 300% higher 8 hours 
later. Get the hard look with GH Power Formula. 
GH POWER FORMULA 90 tabs #55024 $24.95 
GH POWER FORMULA 180 tabs #55025 $44.95 
the ultimate Mass Formula 
Get big now. Combine all of the best Power 
Formulas for Ultimate gains. Boron, Dibenco- 
zide, Yohimbe, Smilax & Amino's in a huge 60 
day cycle. Guaranteed Size. Get it all with the 
Mass Formula. At a 30% savings. 

MASS FORMULA 60 day cycle #55050 $89.95 


All PRO BODY Power Formulas a re 10 0% GU ARANTEED o r your money back 

CALL 1 ‘ 800 - 962-4769 ask for dept. #943 

(C.O.D. Orders Welcome) 

Toll free - 24 hours - 7 days 

Send to: JTR Labs - 4069 Wedgeway Ct., Dept #943 - St. Louis, MO 63045 
For (questions and local orders call 314-739-7551 

""" ""RySliCDRDERTQRM" ”” ""' 


FREE 

CATALOGS 


FAST 

SHIPFING 


»IS<*UK 




PHONE 
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CHECK 




Name (as on card). 

Address__ 

City_ 

Phone#( 

Card# 


State 


_Apt#. 
Zip 
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SEND TO: JTR Labs 
4069 Wedgeway Ct., dept#943 
St. Louis, MO 63045 


PRODUCT 


-IMPORTANT ORDERING INFORMATION 
-Foreign orders add 25% of total in US funds 
-2nd day air add $2.00 
-Alaska, Hawaii. Puerlo Rico add $7.00 
-COD orders add $5.00 (Priorty Mail) 


ORDER# 


QTY 


PRICE 


Expires / 


SUB TOTAL 


SHIPPING 


Missouri add X .05975 
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TOTAL 
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SOF CONVENTION SLATED FOR OCTOBER, 1997 

The new SOF Convention, featuring at least three new events 
plus the classic attractions of the World Championship Three-Gun 
Match, the Trade-Consumer Arms Expo, the legendary firepower 
demo and insightful seminars, is slated for Las Vegas the first week 
in October, 1997! 

Shooters in the SOF World Championship Three-Gun Match 
register Tuesday 30 September and shoot Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday. Conventioneers register Wednesday, 1 October and 
start having a good time immediately. Exhibitors at the Arms Expo 
set up Thursday, 2 October and the fabulous arms expo runs 
October 3, 4, and 5. For more info as a conventioneer or exhibitor, 
contact SOF Convention, Inc. at P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306; 
fax: 303-444-5617; phone: 303-449-3750, #8 on the telephone tree. 

Join us again for fun in the sun and shooting in the sand — plus 
three new events! 


IWO JINIA REUNION 

SOF readers who believe America’s wealth is measured by its 
heroes past and present should take note of the Iwo Jima Reunion, 
sponsored by the Iwo Jima Survivors Association of Texas, a 
national all-services organization. The reunion will be held 20-24 
February 1997 at Irving, Texas. Marine Iwo vets from the 5th 
Amphibious Corps and the 3rd, 4th and 5th Marine Divisions will 
be joined by Iwo survivors from the Navy, Army, Air Corps and 
Coast Guard at the Dallas-Ft. Worth Harvey Hotel in Irving. 

Some 20,000 Japanese defended that strategic island; 6,281 
Americans died taking it, 21,865 were wounded, and only 1,083 
Japanese survived — but this staggering butcher’s bill bought the 
lives of countless thousands of U.S. airmen. The first emergency 
landing on Iwo occurred three weeks before the island was final¬ 
ly secured, and during the next four months before the end of the 
war 2,400 crippled and running-on-empty 20th Air Force 
bombers carrying 27,000 crewmen had made unscheduled land¬ 
ings at Iwo. 

This year’s guest list includes Brig. Gen. Paul Tibbets USAF 
(Ret.), pilot of the Enola Gay who, flying from Tinian, dropped the 
first atomic bomb on Hiroshima. Tibbets will celebrate his 82nd 
birthday among the Iwo vets, and will present an award to the 
Marines in gratitude from the 20th Air Force. Also present will be 
Maj. Gen. David Jones, USAF, (Ret.) of the Doolittle raid in 1942, 
who was later shot down over North Africa and became a POW in 
Germany. Jones will pay tribute to surviving Pacific-theater former 
POWs, whose comrades died at a rate approaching 40% under 
Japanese imprisonment, compared to 1.2% who died under Nazi 
custody. Also present will be Chuck Lindberg, one of two survivors 
of the flag raising on Mt. Suribachi. Many other dignitaries such as 
Marine Corps Commandant Gen. Charles Krulak and Navy 
Commander Jim Lowell will attend, and there will be a USO show 
and big-band dance, luncheons, celebrity breakfast and tours. 

For more information contact Cy Young, P.O. Box 1657, Bowie, 
TX 76230; or call: (817) 845-3261. —Richard Rongstad 


FBI OFFICIAL PLEADS GUILTY IN WEAVER CASE 

Senior FBI official E. Michael Kahoe has entered a plea of 
guilty to charges of obstruction of justice, before U.S. District 
Judge Ricardo Urbina, and agreed to cooperate with prosecutors 
investigating other FBI officials involved in the Randy Weaver 
case, and whether they were involved in a cover-up of the FBI’s 



A Gl retires in the south of France: perfectly restored old Dodge 
command car, the work of Eric Euillades (6, Rue Gambetta, 
12300 Decazeville, France), who would like contact from WW II 
82nd Airborne vets. 

handling of the siege at Ruby Ridge, Idaho that resulted in the 
death of Weaver’s wife and young son. 

Federal prosecutors had charged that Kahoe destroyed docu¬ 
ments to keep them from attorneys representing Weaver. As head of 
the FBI’s violent crimes and major offenders section, Kahoe was 
responsible for preparing a critique of the FBI’s conduct at Ruby 
Ridge, and a factual summary of the case against him stated that 
Kahoe first refused to turn over certain documents to the U.S. 
attorney’s office in Idaho, which prompted the Justice Department 
to intervene. The FBI had earlier been censured by the court for 
tampering with evidence in the Weaver case. 

The highest ranking of four suspended FBI officials still under 
investigation in the incident is former FBI deputy director Larry Potts. 


DOMESTICALLY VIOLENT COPS, TAKE NOTE 

Provisions of the “Omnibus Consolidated Appropriations Act of 
1997,” which amended the Gun Control Act of 1968 (aka Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968), make it illegal for any 
person convicted of a “misdemeanor crime of domestic violence” 
to ship, transport, possess or receive firearms or ammunition. There 
are no published exceptions: It includes police. For instance, in the 
local county sheriff’s office that serves Denver, Colo., some 15 
deputies will be affected. 

As far as we know, this disability only applies to convictions, 
not incidents such as throwing an ashtray or Bible at your spouse 
while cussing him out. 


NO MORE UNION JACK THE RIPPER 

People used to joke that if the control freaks in England don’t 
lighten up, it won’t be long before a Brit can’t even have a sharp 

Continued on page 16 
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SURVEILLANCE AND INVESTIGATION AIDS 









BLACKTRACKING 
—THE VIDEO 

How to follow anyone, anywhere. 

The first hands-on, hard and 
fast guide to the black arts 
of physical surveillance 
and counter surveillance. 

Includes: Side-by- 
side comparisons of 6 of the 
world's best electronic automobile track¬ 
ing systems, including the latest FBI unit. 

Covert black bumper beepers that graphically dis¬ 
play—exactly, instantly—where the target vehicle is, or where 
it has been, in the past few days, where it stopped, how long it 
was parked in any given location anywhere in the United States. 
Low cost, computerized tracking units for cars, packages, 
people, or your favorite animal. Which, where, why, and how 
much. Amazing unseen optical systems, infrared vs. thermal 
viewers... 

Simple countermeasures to keep your car or body tracker- 
free, plus a conversation with MOSSAD—an agent shows ex¬ 
actly how to tell if you are under surveillance and how to lose 
the watchers. $59.95 


THE STING 

The Sting Disappearing Ink. Reverse engineered from a 
Russian formula by an American chemist this “magic” ink van¬ 
ishes completely from bank grads paper several hours after 
it is applied. The higher the grade of paper the better it works 
{not for use on recycled, cheap paper or on cardboard). Don't 
leave a paper trail on hotel registers or other tracking docu¬ 
ments. Disappearing ink comes in an attractive designer roller 
ball-type pen that will provide up to an entire year of fun. Sold 
for entertainment purposes only. $69.95 


FIRST TIME 
OFFERED TO THE 
PUBLIC! HOW TO 
GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY— 

THE NEWSLETTER 

Written by Lee Lapin. People/asset 
tracking, surveillance, ID changing, 
secrets, sources, too timely fora book. 

Best $89.00 you'll ever spend (1 year subscription). 


PAGER 1 

These are the same units em¬ 
ployed by government agencies 
and damn near every Television 
network around. Next time you 
watch an ’‘undercover 1 ' TV show 
impress your date by explaining 
which hidden camera they are 
using... 

Pager 1 puts a sub minia¬ 
ture video camera inside a per¬ 
fectly normal pager. Clip it on your belt, jacket, briefcase or lay 
it on the desk, run the tiny output cable to a recorder or trans¬ 
mitter and you’ll capture any scene in real time and TV quality. 

300 lines, 5 lux, 12 VDC, existing on/off switch controls 
power and activates any compatible recorder. 12 gauge, flex¬ 
ible cable for easy hiding. $495.00 — audio + $150.00, color 
+ $300.00 

Watch Cam, Video Sunglasses, and 
Mini Video Recorder also available. 

See our new catalog!! 


OUR BEST BOOK EVER! 

How To Locate And: Research Anyone - Research Anyone’s 
Assets - Bug Anyone - Tap Any Phone - Conduct Video Sur ¬ 
veillance - Install The Latest Counter Measures - Hire ex-CIA/ 
KGB Agents - Real Inside Secrets... 

Plus the latest in Night Vision, how to order satellite photo¬ 
graphs of anywhere on earth, find best book sources from CIA 
publications to ID changing, private detective schools, best 
newsletters, courses and associations, latest B & E tricks. "Rec¬ 
ommended 3 (or hated) by CIA directors and station heads, the 
world's most famous private detective, KGB officers. Lee Lapin 
does it again! The Whale Spy Catalog, 440 pages $44.95. 


VIDEO II 
B AND E A TO Z 


It's been exactly 10 years since 
the best selling lock opening 
and entry tape ever was pro¬ 
duced About time for the 
follow-up, don!you think? 

VIDEO II—B and E 
A to Z. Brand new, state of the 
art tools, tricks, and techniques for 
picking, bypassing, and opening buildings, 
locks, and automobiles. Technology so new you 
will think it’s part magic. 

Smart Opens—fantastic tools that open most doors regard¬ 
less of the type of lock, on-site tests of three automatic garage 
door openers, comparisons of 5 electronic picks, a new pick 
set that lets you go where no man has gone before, latest tips 
to improve yourpicking hit rate, howto pick Ace (tubular) locks, 
nifty new automobile openers, alarm defeaters, security bar 
opening tricks, plus much more! 

Swat Openings—Speed vs. damage, from bombs to pad¬ 
lock poppers—getting in with speed and a degree of finesse. 

What’s New, What's Hot. Where to Get It and How to Use It. 
VIDEO II D AND E A TO Z. Graphics, cutaway views, good 
stuff. 1 hr 10 min. $59.95 


Receive a copy 
of the video B&E-2 
FREE with every 
Cobra order! 


COBRA PRO 

Cobra Pro electronic lock pick. We’ve sold them all and the 
Cobra is still the best by far. Over the past 10 years we’ve sold 
Cobras to police agencies, locksmiths, intelligence agents and 
other professionals. Designed by the inventor of electronic lock 
picking the Cobra Pro features a more powerful motor, 
replaceable/rechargeable hot packs, Halogen light to illumi¬ 
nate the key way, rubber grips, improved picks, sturdy case, 
instructional video. Opens 90% of all locks in seconds. The 
Cobra Pro is simply the best pick ever. Comes with a lifetime 
warranty. $699.00 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ALTERED 
AND FALSE IDENTIFICATION 

John Q. Newman & Trent Sands. Different aspects of false and 
counterfeit identity documents including state ID’s driver’s li¬ 
censes, Green cards, military documents, passports birth 
records and social security numbers. State-by-state verifica¬ 
tion procedures, who checks what, why some ID's pass and 
others fail, how fake papers are manufactured. A very good 
treatise for anyone concerned with ID scams. $19.95 


BIRTH CERTIFICATE 
& SSN FRAUD 

—Anonymous. A timely update to the old concept of adopting 
someone eise's identity. Where the system still works, updates 
in the birth certificate issuing process, how to tell if an SS card 
is valid, and other inside information. $19.95. 


THE COVERT 
CATALOG 

Surreptitious Supplies? Sur¬ 
veillance, counter surveillance, 
audio surveillance, video surveil¬ 
lance, people trackers, covert 
entry equipment, night vision, 
cellular interception, covert video 
cameras, and scramblers. CC is 
THE MASTER list of information 
suppliers, specialized newslet¬ 
ters, OEM lock picks, reverse engineers, Spy Shops, alternate 
ID’s, program crackers, and much more. The Covert Catalog 
provides hundreds of addresses, sample pages, catalog prices 
and recommendations that will save you money on everything 
from break-in books to undetectable bugs. $34.95. 


Don’t mistake us for another "spy shop." Get our product cata¬ 
log of the world’s most amazing surveillance, countermeasures, 
and investigative resources absolutely FREE. 

Please include $6.00 shipping on all orders. California resi¬ 
dents 8% sales tax. 

Call 1 -415-513-5549. Credit cards accepted for all books and 
videos. Check or money order for other products. Catalog FREE 

INTELLIGENCE INCORPORATED 
2228 S EL CAMINO, #3490 
SAN MATEO, CA 94403 

+ $6 shipping. CA residents include 8% tax. 

(Checks held for clearance.) 


FHE COVERT 
CATALOG 
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U.S. Marine Corps 

SCOUT-SNIPER 


ItttMiiWMMia 


World War II 

H and 
Korea 
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COMPLETE 
a@BOOK.OliH 
U.S. SNIPING 

Peter B. Senich 


COLONEL 
DAVID TL 
IIACKWORTH 
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VIETNAM 
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$39.95 0463 $17.95x 3954 $24.95 3624 
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2683 $24.95 2949 $22.00 1214 $17.95x 2519 $17.95x 3962 $24.95 6445-f $9.95 2741 $24.95 2717 $34.95 82194- $9.95x 



39884- $9.95x 1826 $29.95 1578 $12.95x 0430 $27.95 2352 $22.95 2774-f $9.95 46714-4- $22.00 8292+ $16.95 0349+ $7.95x 
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5546 $12.95x 3251 $28.00 1628 $15.00 1776 $24.95 3012 $28.00 0653 $24.95 1537 $16.95x 3228 $29.95 1693 $23.00 


5 REASONS TO JOIN NOW: i . Joining is easy. Start with The Combat 
Shotgun and Submachine Gun— FREE. Then choose 3 more books for 980. Your 
bill (including shipping and handling) will come when membership is confirmed. 
2. Your satisfaction is guaranteed. If you’re not happy with your 3 books, 
return them within 10 days at our expense. Your membership will be canceled; 
you’ll owe nothing. 3. Save up to 30% off publishers’ hardcover edition prices. 
Just pick at least 4 more books at our regular low prices during your member¬ 
ship. Take up to 2 years! Then you may resign any time. 4. A FREE Club 
Magazine comes to you up to 17 times a year. Each reviews the Featured Book 
Selections plus dozens of alternate books. Some are exclusive Club editions you 
won’t find anywhere else. Every book we offer is a high-quality, full-text edition, 
sometimes altered in size to fit special presses. Look for up to 2 special issues a 
year with super selections and more discounts. 5. Ordering is risk-free. 
Featured Book Selections are sent to you automatically. To cancel—or order 
other books — simply mail in your Member Reply Form by the marked date. 
Shipping and handling (plus sales tax, where applicable) is added to each order. 
You’ll always have 10 days to decide. If your Member Reply Form is late and 
unwanted books arrive, please return them at our expense. 

* Counts as 2 choices + Softcover ++ Fiction x Special edition exclusively for Club members 

Prices shown are for publishers’ hardcover editions. 

Club hardcover editions save you up to 30%. 



MAIL TO: The Military Book Club 
6550 East 30th Street 
P.0. Box 6357 

Indianapolis, IN 46206-6357 

i YES! Please enroll me in The Military Book Club according to the risk- 
I free membership plan described in this ad. Send me The Combat 


Shotgun and Submachine Gun, FREE, plus the 3 BOOKS I’ve indicated. 
Bill me just 980, plus shipping and handling. 


SAVE EVEN MORE! Send me this book now 

(write book number) 


and reduce my commitment to 3 books. Bill 
me an added $3.99, plus shipping and handling. | 



□ 



(Books that count as 2 choices are not eligible.) 

78490 


_54j 


] MrVMrs. 

1 Miss/Ms._ 

I 

| Address_ 


{phase print) 


_State_ 


-Apt.. 

-ZIP- 


City_ 

Telephone, please (_)_ 

Members accepted in U.S.A. only. Sales tax added where applicable. We reserve the right 
to reject any application. qqP 


Please write book 
numbers here: If you 
already own the FREE 
book offered, you may 
choose a different one. 
Simply cross out the 
book #0182 and write 
in the number of the 
book you prefer. 


FREE BOOK #0182 

z 

J 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


55 

If you select a book that 
counts as 2 choices, 
write the first 4 digits of 
the book number in 
one row of boxes and 
9999 in the next. 























































Bulletin Board 


Continued from page 12 


stick to defend himself. Well — and we’re not making 
this up — that literally may be about to happen. 

The Police Superintendent’s Association of 
England and Wales has said it will mount a political 
offensive, lobbying politicos to back creation of a 
new offense “selling or supplying a knife which 
could be used as a weapon.” The PSA wants police 
powers that go beyond current government proposals 
to ban the marketing of knives in ways that suggest 
they could be used for aggressive purposes. PSA 
President Brian Mackenzie said they also want 
“increased powers to be able to use targeted discre¬ 
tion to stop and search for knives.” 

Further, the PSA also called for the 1988 Criminal 
Justice Act to be widened to ban “blades and pointed 
articles without lawful authority or excuse.” 

Under the prohibition of “blades and pointed arti¬ 
cles,” one would have to prove such were possessed 
for “a legitimate purpose, either for business, sport or religious pur¬ 
poses, or as part of a national costume.” 

Here’s a dangerous pointed article: The heads under those tall 
blue PSA hats. Our advice? Buy stock in Crayola of Great Britain 
— pens and pencils have to be next. 


ARMOR-PIERCING TREE? 

During a campaign swing through Louisiana, flanked on stage 
by nearly 20 uniformed officers, President Clinton boasted about 
legislation he promoted to “put 100,000 more police on the streets” 



and mentioned the first death of one of the program’s officers: “In 
Lake Charles I met with that officer’s widow and two beautiful, 
beautiful young sons,” Clinton recounted solemnly, “and I thought 
to myself, ‘You know, if people like these folks are going to put 
their lives on the line for us, the least we can do is tell them if they 
put on a bullet-proof vest, it will protect them from being killed.’ 
That’s the least we can do for them.” 

Neither a bulletproof vest nor a ban on imaginary “cop-killer” 
bullets (yet to kill a cop), however, would have saved the officer 
whose untimely death was being shamelessly prostituted by 
Clinton: Officer Jerome Seaberry was responding to a radio call for 
backup when, according to Lake Charles Police Chief Sam Ivey, 


“Do You Have Internet Access? Look Us Up!” 

URL - http://www.stano.night-vision.com. 


The Leader In Technology for 
S^&ing, Sigh ting, Photographing 
and VidQltaping In The Dark 


E-Mail Us At: 

inliiO'stano.carsim-city.nv.us 
Ask about our Internet Mail 
List - NVEKT 


Catalog $ 8°° 

Product Video S 1(P 


NIGHT VISION 
WEAPON SIGHTS 


I GEN. 

AN/PVS-2 Weaponsight 

• Includes Weapon Mounting (Ml 4/M 16 

$ 895 00 

H 


PVS-300 

Mini-Weaponsight 



II & III GEN.* 

AN/PVS-4 Weaponsight 


• Prices starting 
as low as 

$ 1795 00 

‘III Gen POR 


• New with Excellent Cond. 
Intensifier 

$ 2495 00 


NIGHT VISION 
GOGGLES 


II GEN. 

NVG-500 





Starlight Goggles 

* Includes: Cold Weather Heaters 
• Excellent Condition 


00 


*1995 


II & III GEN.* 

AN/PVS-7B - 
SC/PVS-700 
Mono-Tube Goggle 


II Gen. - New Unit Recond. Intensilier 


$ 2195 


00 


SC/PVS-700 has "C" Mount 
Lensing for easier lx, 2x, & 
3x Add-ons 
• Hi GEN.- P.O.R. 


POCKETSCOPE 


“Extras Now Included With Units! 

Rechargeable Battery with Charger (exceptions AN/PVS-4 and AN/PVS-7B/700) 

Photo Adapters With AH Weaponsights and Pocketscopes!” 

STANO Components, Inc. 

P.O.Box 2048 • Carson City, Nevada 89702 • (702)246-5281 / (702)246-5283 / Fax (702) 246-5211 


II & III GEN. 

NIGHT 
EXPLORER 

• New with Excellent 
Cond. Intensifier 
q q -A Choice of One Lens 


IX, 2X or 3X 

III Gen. M495 


00 


16 
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“he lost control of his vehicle, going too 
fast ... hit a tree head-on and the vehicle 
burst into flames. Armor-piercing [sic] bul¬ 
lets,” Ivey said, “had nothing to do with it.” 


MEDALS OF (DIS)HONOR 

H.L.I. Lordship Industries Inc., sole con¬ 
tractor to supply Medals of Honor to the 
Defense Department, has been fined $80,000 
after pleading guilty to selling 300 bootleg 
Medals of Honor. Additionally, they paid the 
government the $22,500 they received for 
illegally selling the bogus medals at memo¬ 
rabilia shows from 1991 to 1994. Noted U.S. 
District Judge William Bassler at sentencing, 
‘True Medal of Honor recipients and their 
families have a right to be outraged at 
[Lordship’s] conduct.” The family-owned 
company could lose its status as a govern¬ 
ment contractor; that decision will be made 
by the U.S. Defense Logistics Agency. In the 
134 years since the Medal of Honor has been 
authorized, 3,401 have been awarded — 
most posthumously — for risk of life in 
combat above and beyond the call of duty. 


BIG BIRD, BARNEY - AND FIDEL 

Representative Lincoln Diaz-Bolart of 
Florida is steamed: President “Radical Chic” 
Clinton has appointed Mr. Alan Sagner, 
founder of the “Fair Play For Cuba 
Committee” (who appointed JFK’s assassin 
Lee Harvey Oswald to head one of the 
Committee’s chapters back in the early ’60s) 
to head the tax-supported Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting. Characterizing the Fan- 
Play for Cuba Committee as one of “the most 
active pro-Castro groups in the history of the 
Castro regime,” Diaz-Bolart noted that 
Sagner “formed the pro-Castro defense group 
during the worst moments of Castro’s mass 
murders and confiscation,” calling Clinton’s 
appointment of Sagner “shameful.” 

As for Sagner, he claims the Fair Play 

MARCH 1997 * SOF 


For Cuba Committee was “just a group 
dedicated to letting small countries resolve 
their own internal problems without undue 
influence by the United states.” It simply 
boggles the mind. 


ACADEMIC "FREE SPEECH" 

Net surfers looking for the web site of 
the 10th Brigade, New York Guard are 
having a rough time finding it. Seems the 
unthinking leftists (so often they are) at the 
University of Iowa falsely identified the 
outfit on-line as a right-wing, para-military 
organization (it’s not, of course; it’s an ele¬ 
ment of the Division of Military and Naval 
Affairs of the State of New York). The 10th 
had to discontinue their web site last fall 
after a barrage of harassing, often obscene 
e-mail resulting from the University of 
Iowa’s bum information. The University of 
Iowa, however, refuses to withdraw the 
grossly misleading information that is car¬ 
ried on one of its www.uiowa.edu servers. 

Along with freedom of speech comes 
responsibility; a trait that liberals so often 
denounce — or ignore. 


AIRBORNE AND SPECIAL OPERA¬ 
TIONS MUSEUM 

The Airborne and Special Operations 
Museum Foundation has taken on the mis¬ 
sion of building a world-class museum to 
tell the comprehensive story of United 
States Army Airborne and Special 
Operations forces, their genesis and their 
involvement over the past five decades. At 
this time, the most appropriate donations 
are of funds and pledges to get the ball 
rolling. Later, exhibit artifacts and docu¬ 
ments will be appropriate. For more infor¬ 
mation contact AASOMF, Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 89, UCB Building, 316 Green St., Suite 
200, Fayetteville, NC 28302-0089; phone: 
910-483-3003; fax: 910-433-2594. ^ 


FEELING BUGGED? 



WANT PHONE 
ANONYMITY? 

MAKE PHONE CALLS 
WORLDWIDE — 

WITH NO PAPER TRAIL! 

Buy prepaid phone cards at a 

low minute rate. Use anywhere / 
anytime. U.S. Rate: $00.1 9V2 per 
minute. Foreign rates - Lowest 
available. 

Card Denominations: 
$ 10 00 -$ 20 00 

SASE for free details and foreign 
rate chart. Money order for cards. 
Please add $2.00 shipping. 

WL ENTEItPKISES 

2300 Foothill Blvd., Box 226 
Laverne, CA 91750 


♦ 

MUSCLE MIX 

- A 

1 

i 

Finally a Medically 
Tested Steroid Sub¬ 
stitute That Works! 

Muscle Mix gives you a rock hard 
pump that allows you to keep com- 
ing back set after set even if you have 
been plagued by plateaus for months. 
Muscle Mix is 100% Natural, has no 
harmful side effects and may be 
taken for years without interruption. 


Test on 83 athletes over a 4 week period show: 


AVERAGE 

MUSCLE 

NON¬ 

STRENGTH 

MIX 

USERS 

increase in pounds 

133.16 lbs 

61.4 lbs 

Average strength increase per body part 

‘ 8.9 lbs 

chests 

19.84 lbs 

back 

26.57 lbs 

8.7 lbs 

shoulders 

30.86 lbs 

17.0 lbs 

legs 

57.78 tbs 

24.6 lbs 

TOTAL 

135.05 lbs 

59.2 tbs 

Average girth size 
increase in inches 

2.84 in 

.4 in 

Average muscle mass 

5.84 lb 

1 lb 

Average fat 

1.39% 

2.84% 

percentage 

(decrease) 

(increase) 


Overall Results: The average muscular strength and 
muscle mass of Muscle Mix users increased at twice the 
rate of non-users. 

I month supply Only $29.95 (less than a $l/day) 

3 month supply Only $69.95 + $4.95 S&H 

C ALL N OW! 1 -800-367-959 9 

We accept: | ' | 

Send Check or Money Order to: Ext. EM 106 

Muscle Mix P.O. Box 2888 Tuscaloosa, AL 35403 
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Adventure Quartermaster 


Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokatis 


Carlos Hathcock's Drag Bag 

When the legendary USMC sniper, Carlos N. Hathcock n, endors¬ 
es a product, everyone in my loop takes heed. Carlos’ imprimatur is 
not given lightly. BlackHawk Industries, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 1133 
Executive Blvd., Chesapeake, VA 23320; phone: 804-436-3101; fax; 
804-436-3088) recently announced their formal alliance with Carlos 
to further their on-going goal of presenting armed professionals with 
“quality from experience.” 

Carlos’ first suggestions were con¬ 
cerning their already well-known Long 
Gun Pack Mat (catalog #20PM00). 

This unique piece of equipment can be 
used as a scoped sniper rifle carrying 
case, backpack, jungle drag bag and an 
excellent shooting mat complete with 
removable notebook, spare cartridges, clean¬ 
ing kit and bolt carrying pouches. Equally 
important, it has an outer utility pocket for the 
famous CamelBak Hydration System. When 
compared to a canteen, this hands-free drink¬ 
ing apparatus provides numerous advantages. 

It conforms to the body, is silent, soft-sided 
and slosh-free, has a patented no-mess bite 
valve, is fully insulated (keeps liquids hot or 
cold), holds up to two quarts and is 20% 
lighter than canteens. Carlos had BlackHawk 


add a tube routing system for the CamelBak in the Long Gun Pack 
Mat’s utility pocket. 

Made of 1000 denier Cordura nylon, the Long Gun Pack Mat 
features full wrap-around carry handles made of heavy-duty web¬ 
bing for superior weight support and closed-cell foam construction 
with a hard-plastic crown protective cover also lined with closed¬ 
cell foam. All the compartments are closed by #9 YKK zippers and 
sliders with HawkTabs. Fitting all rifles up to 50 inches in length, 
the fully-padded backpack harness 
straps and belt are concealable and 
include a sternum strap that is elasti- 
cized for a comfortable fit. Carlos also 
requested the addition of HawkTex 
non-slip material in the frontal area of 
the shooting mat where the elbows rest 
when firing from the prone position. 
Normally supplied in black, camouflage 
and O.D. are available on special request. 
When in the backpack mode, the dimensions 
are 28”xl4”x4”. This superb piece of equip¬ 
ment carries both the BlackHawk and Carlos 
Hathcock White Feather logos. The price is 
$249 and a generous portion of this goes to 
Carlos, who is seriously ill. At his behest, an 
instruction guide is also included. The 
CamelBak Hydration System (catalog 
#17100001) costs $43.95. A padded scope 



Performance 
Makes it Benchmade 



MODEL 975SBT WITH BLACK POCKET CLIP 


Frdm dur ultra suck, cdrrdbidn resistant black-T Coated model 
975SBT TO OUR 97DST WITH ITS TITANIUM BLADE AND TUNGSTEN 


BENCHMADE 


CARBIDE CUTTING SURFACE BENCHMADE TRULY DEFINES HIGH PERFORMANCE. 
AS THE LEADING AMERICAN MANUFACTURER OF SPECIALTY CUTLERY 

Benchmade offers you tomorrow’s technology today. 



THE ERNEST EMERSON DESIGN 
MODEL 9 TOST WITH BLACK POCKET CLIP 


FOR THE 1996 BENCHMADE CATALOG SEND $2.00 TO: 
BENCHMADE KNIFE COMPANY INC. 

300 BEAVERCREEK ROAD 
DEPT. SOF 

OREGON CITY, OREGON 97045 U.5.A. 

VOICE: (503) - 655 - 6004 

FAX: (503) - 655 - 6223 

URL: http://www.benchmade.com 

E-MAIL inffo@benchmade.com 


MADE IN 

USA 

FOR THE WORLD 
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Explore The World of Adventure & Intrigue 

IX YOIJK FREE TRIAL ISSUE OF SOLOIER OF FORTUXE! 


i\ 


To other publication takes you into 

ii action like SOURER OF FORTUNE! 


In just one issue we’ll take you all 
over the world... behind the lines in 
Grozny, into the sweltering jungles of 
Sri Lanka, to the liberation campaigns 
of Zululand... and we’ll give you the 
inside story about what’s really going on 
here at home! 


S OLDIER OF FORTUNE writers 

trekked the Kyber Pass into 
Afghanistan with the Mujihadeen 
and infiltrated Nicaragua with the 
Contras. We fought with the Karen 
rebels in the jungles of Burma and with 
Croatian freedom fighters in Bosnia. We’ve 
rescued missionaries in Mozambique 
and smuggled relief supplies to besieged 
Muslims in Sarajevo, 


WITH AFRICA’S CHILD WARRIORS: 

Children at war in Sierra Leone 




WHAT IN THE WORLD S GOING ON: 

From new nations rising out of the ashes of colonialism to the cratered streets of Sarajevo, SOF takes you there. 


I ^or over 20 controversial years, 

i SOLDIER OF FORTUNE has 

been bringing the “story-behind- 
the-story” to discriminating readers 
world-wide. Every one of our editors is a 
U.S. Army veteran. Publisher Robert K. 
Brown commanded a Special Forces 
A-team in Vietnam. Our managing editor 
is a West Point graduate. 

P lus no-nonsense articles on new 
weapons and equipment, world-wide 
situation reports and great ads featuring 
hard-to-get books, videos and more! 

1 -^ very month, SOURER OF FORTUNE 

4 brings our readers this remarkable 
<A blend of action and adventure, 
terrific reporting and hard-to-find news. 
But why take our word for it? Send for 
your free issue today! 



WILD GEEZERS: 

Perilous Parachuting at the top of the World 


’ou can find us on the Web at 
www.sofmag.com! You’ll find the 
latest news updates plus links to 
other international sites. 



HERE’S WHAT OUR READERS ARE SAYING ABOUT SOF: 


“V ou have an outstanding magazine, in fact, i have ordered 
numerous hack issues for research and training purposes. Keep 
up the good work. Semper FiT 

Sgt. B., 29, U.S. Marine Corps Instructor/Paratrcoper 

Thank you very much for the excellent coverage of the war in Croatia ” 

Bill, 29, Flight Engineer, Canada 

“Defining his magazine as The Journal of Professional 
Adventurers >/ Publisher Robert drown, a Vietnam Veteran, has 
carved out and dominated a unique editorial niche .“ 

New York Times, Monday, Dec. 11,1995 

The coverage on military contractors in Angola was fascinating. 
A great news story that I couldn’t find anywhere else.” 

Lt. J, U.S. Army 



“As a newspaper man who was one of the original subscribers 
to Soldier of Fortune in 1975, / know how important a periodical’s 
reputation for accuracy is and how hard SOF has worked to 
maintain such a solid reputation for factual reporting 

H.J., Journalist 

“Having served in the Italian Dersaglierf Corps, I read the arti¬ 
cle ‘Sarajevo Olympics’with great interest. Thank you." 

A. M., Italy 

“We would very much like to acquire a copy of the manual 
Psychological Operations in Guerrilla WaP which you recently printed.” 

JJL Curator, Latin American Collections, Stanford 

“As a Navy diver and Corpsman, I look forward to the articles 
on underwater operations, SEALs, etc.” 

Petty Officer C., Florida 


“I just missed my first issue in 10 years. Maybe I should subscribe?!" 

35, Via E-Mail From Canada. 


Mf/VISA CALL 1 - 800 - 877-5207 INTERNATIONAL 1 - 815 - 734-4151 












































and receiver cover (catalog #62SP00), also endorsed by Carlos 
Hathcock, is available for only $29.95. It can serve as an elbow or 
ground pad as well. All of BlackHawk’s products carry a lifetime 
guarantee. 


TACT'L-Ear 

The single most important piece of equipment in your shooting 
kit, whether you are a police selected marksman or a tin can plink- 
er, is hearing protection. Most shooters of my generation, includ¬ 
ing myself, have serious — and per¬ 
manent — hearing losses. When I 
was in the U.S. Army (sometime 
after the Spanish American War), we 
used either no hearing protection of 
any kind or, at best, stuffed cottor in 
our ears. The sergeant on the 
machine-gun range told me the ring¬ 
ing in my ears would go away even¬ 
tually. It did, but so did my hearing. 
Ear muffs interfere with your acqui¬ 
sition of a proper cheek weld and are 
uncomfortable in hot weather, and 
while inexpensive foam ear plugs 
provide surprisingly superior protection, they prevent you from 
hearing range commands and could prove actually dangerous in a 
real tactical environment. 

A new hearing-enhancement and protection device has been 
recently introduced by Walker’s Game Ear, Inc. (Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 1069, Media, PA 19063; phone: 800-424-1069) that possesses 
both of these seemingly dichotomous qualities. 

Walker’s TACT’L-Ear is a new hearing enhancement device 
that amplifies sounds nearly six times above the sound pressure 
level required for normal hearing — enough to hear even the 
slightest noises during stakeouts, surveillances and special 


response team operations. The device fits comfortably on the back 
of the ear and weighs only 0.12 ounces. Its design permits omni¬ 
directional (360 degrees) hearing. In addition, it provides maxi¬ 
mum hearing protection, with its specially designed ear plug 
delivering a noise reduction rating of 29 to 33 decibels. A special 
safety circuit shuts off the TACT’L-Ear when a firearm is dis¬ 
charged. As it fits in only one ear, the user can either protect the 
other ear with an efficient foam plug or employ a communications 
ear plug. The cost is $219.95 (+ $3.95 p&h). 


Reach Out And See Someone 

Binoculars are another essential component in the sniper’s kit. 
When scanning for targets over unfamiliar terrain or during the 
observation portion of a reconnaissance patrol, the scope on your 
rifle just won’t do. While at Thunder Ranch I was able to test and 
evaluate two pairs of binoculars, both made by Leupold & Stevens, 
Inc. (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 688, Beaverton, OR 97057-0688; phone: 
503-526-5195, fax: 503-526-1475). 

In 1992 Leupold 
introduced the first 
binoculars made in the 
United States in more 
than two decades. The 
Golden Ring I.F. 

(Individual Focus) com¬ 
pact binoculars are 
available in two magni¬ 
fications: a 9x25mm 
and an only slightly 
larger 10x28mm. They have a body of light-weight magnesium, 
rubber armor, a waterproof guarantee, a flat field-of-view, and 
extremely crisp resolution. In spite of their compact envelope, they 
provide an outstanding image that is certainly up to professional 
standards. Once you have precisely focused for each eye, you 
rarely have to refocus because of their extra¬ 
ordinary field-of-view. 

However, even more impressive are the 
brand new full-size Golden Ring binoculars. 
Available in 8x, lOx and 12x magnifications. 
They are constructed to withstand G-forces 
that go far beyond military specifications for 
ruggedness and meet or exceed mil spec for 
thermal extremes, corrosion-resistance in 
salt water environments and for resisting the 
effects of dust and sand. They’re 100% 
waterproof and backed by Leupold’s full 
lifetime guarantee. 

Resolution and clarity of image are 
exceptional. Designed for use over extend¬ 
ed periods without causing eye fatigue, an 
important requirement for both military 
and law enforcement users, Leupold 
developed its own computer-controlled 
vision system that automatically aligns the 
optical channels to precise tolerances pre¬ 
viously unknown. 

The eye relief is more than adequate, 
with or without eye glasses, and the eye 
cups can be folded down. The body is 
machined from 6061-T6 aircraft-grade alu¬ 
minum and covered with a tough rubber 
armor. There is an ergonomically-located 
center focus knob and the right ocular also 
has diopter adjustments. 

These are the best binoculars I have ever 
used. They’re as tough as a main battle tank 
and have the image crispness and quality of 
an astronomical telescope. The full-size 
Golden Ring binoculars belong in everyone’s 
drag bag, backed up by a pair of the compacts 
in the side pocket of your LBE. ^ 


PROTECTING YOUR ASS & YOUR ASSETS 



Regular Features on: 

• Personal Protection • Discounted Travel 

• Retirement Havens • Offshore Banking, 

• Legal Second Passports • Privacy Products 

• Computer Privacy • Asset Protection 


• Privacy Tips 

• Underground Library 

• Immigration 

• Much, Much More... 


Preferential Subscription Offer: 

SOF Readers SAVE 10% 

& Receive "THE BEST OF THE FREEBOOTER" a $24 Value 

(Please Note: You Mast Write SOF on Your Order to Qualify Far Discount Price) 

1 year six issues $60 2 years 12 issues $105 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

1 SAMPLE ISSUE $5 

PLEASE PRINT YOUR DETAILS CLEARLY AND POST TO 
The Freebooter, Sales Dept., P.O. Box 191, St. Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 4NL 
Channel Islands (via UK). Fax credit card details to Subs Dept. +441 71 223 4295. 

We accept cash, money orders, cheques, Visa, Mastercard and need the following details with your payment: Name, Address, phone & fax 
numbers ALL APPLICANTS. Name on credit card, expiration date, type of card, card number, amount, signature CREDIT CARD APPLICANTS. 

Check Us out at Internet: http://www.freebooter.com 




20 


SOF ^ MARCH 1997 















Professional Locksmithing Tools 


n 


LOCKAID 

Specifically designed to pick 
tumbler locks. Designed over thirty 
years ago to aid law enforcement agencies. 
Consists of tension wrench, three needles and 
Lockaid "Gun." Prices Include a copy of the book 
“Lockplcking Simplified.** 

Lockaid $69.95 



PIX MODEL 13 

This deluxe yet compact kit 
features 11 of the most commonly 
used tools. Comes In a slim cowhide leather case 
for discreet undercover operatives. As a 
special bonus, a 5-piece set of warded 
picks is Included. A 16-piece set total. 

Also included, a copy of “Lockpicklng 
Simplified,” Receive all this at a low price of 
Pix 13 $42.95 


PXP 8 

• Shirt Pocket Size. 

• Top Grain Cowhide 
Leather. 

• Has 8 Picks, Tension 
Wrenchs and Broken Key 
Extractor. 

• All Picks with Metal 
Handles. 

• Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

PXP 6 $24.95 



mini 




aiiwwii 


PXP 10 

• Shirt Pocket Size. 

• Top Grain Cowhide Leather 

• Has 13 Picks, Tension Wrenchs and Broken Key 
Extractor. 

• All Picks with Metal Handles. 

• Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

PXP 10 $34.95 


Lockpicking Simplified $8.50 

Complete Guide to Lockpicking $15.00 
Improvised Lock Picks $9.95 

Tubular Locks $8.95 

Lockout and forced entry $11.95 

Involuntary Repression $10.95 


/ 


Safe & Vault manipulation $9.95 

How to Pick Pins & Wafers $9.95 

Combination Locks $8.00 

Keys by Impressioning $8.00 

Key Casting Manual $8.95 

Locks, Picks, Clicks $10.00 





r : J 



SESAMEE DECODER 

This tool was designed to decode the exact 
combination of a sesamee padlock without 
ESP-13 *"*** ' 1 1 ' damaging the lock. Detailed instruction included. 

This handy new pick set is the most popular set among 
prolBssraial locksmiths today This kit consists of 12 
different bmts in a handsome black leather case 

designed for a shirt pocket. Included in the price, you 
receive a 5-piece warded key set and a copy of 
" Lockpicking Simplified.” 17-piece set total. 

ESP-13 $45.95 

MINI PICK TUBULAR 

The most effective tubular pick on the market, unike the larger picks with long 
handles or screwdriver handies. The longer the tool, the more pressure needed ^ - 
which causes easy breakage The advantage of the MW Pick is It is so short, $79.95 

you only use your thumb and index finger. With a little practice this tool will open a tubular lock in less than a minute. 
A.'rtwr Choice: (1) Center (2) Offset left (3) Offset right E "Segal” 8 pin tubular, C 5-pin Tubular; D 6-pin Tubular E. 8-Pin Ace 


DOUBLE SIDED DISK TUMBLER PICKS 

Set of 4 picks designed to be used on the most popular double¬ 
sided disc tumbler, showcase, cam and padlocks. 

$29.95 SCHLAGE WAFER 

The most fantastic tool you will 
Electric Picks ever use. This set consists of two 

base keys and pick. Complete in¬ 
structions included. 

$29.95 





The best single tool for most pin tumbler locks • Opens many locks in seconds 
High quality aluminum construction • Used by locksmiths worldwide 


E100C (3 volt). $ 99.95 


Catalog $3.00. 

Free with order. 

Sorry, no credit card orders. 

Allow three weeks delivery 
on Personal Check Orders. 

Money orders ship same day 
received. 

P.O. Box 68, Dept 


\ML 


PIX-EZ 
All-In-One 
Pick-Set 

100% American Made! 

As convenient to cany 
and use as a poctet knltel 
Only 4 inches long, half inch square, weighs under five 
ounces, works fast and opens pin and water tumbler 
locks quickly, with very little effort. Six tempered spring 
steel picks, tension wrench. $34.95 


WKS PICKS 

Made of the finest blue lempered 
spring steel, this 5-piece padlock 
pick-set is a must in every lock¬ 
smiths’ tool box. This set will pick open most 
every warded padlock made today. $9.95 


4 K 


MONTHLY SPECIAL 


RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 
INCLUDES — 5 ITEMS 

1-MD-16 DELUXE SET. 

1-SCHALGE WAFER SET 

1-SESAMEE DECODER. 

1-WKS PICKS. 

1 -DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS _ 

A VALUE OF $147.75 
AT A LOW PRICE OF $89.95 


$59,95 
$29.95 
$T7.95 
$ 9.95 
$29.95 



MD16 

Shirt Pocket Size, Top Grain 
Cowhide Leather, Zippered 
Case, has 16 Picks, Tension 
Wrenches and Broken Key 
Extractor. 
$59.95 


MD32 

Hip Pocket Size, 

Top Grain 
Cowhide Leather, 
Zippered Case, 
has 32 picks, 

Tension Wrenches,^ 
Broken Key 
Extractor. 

$69.95 





MD60 

Top Grain Cowhide Leather, Zippered Case, 
has 60 picks, Tension Wrenches, Broken Key 
Extractor and Warded Master Keys. $109,95 


The law requires all 
purchases be 
made in good faith, 
without mate 
believe or fraud by 
genuine persons 
within this industry 


SF3, Dexter, OR 97431; (541)726-6360 
Web Address: www.gun-room.com 


Send to 
Steve Arnolds 
Gun Room 

Postage & handling 
$ 6.00 

Overseas postage add 
30% of total. 
Must be 18 years 
of age 
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Shotgun News 50 th Anniversary 


S hotgun News is f 
celebrating its 
50th Adversary..* pjT j ; 

rl:- • iii 

to share the excitement* 

As part of the festivities, Shotgun 
News is holding a giant year-long 
sweepstakes with prizes valued at over 
$27,000. Monthly prize winners will 
i be announced throughout the year, 
j Grand Prize and First Prize winners 
■ will be selected in March, 1997. 

Wrangler or i 15,000 cash, 

TRIP PRIZE—Five-day, Four-night 
Luxury Vacation for up to four peo¬ 
ple in a restored seventeenth century 
Hacienda at Alamos, Sonora, Mexico 
or Five-day, Four-night Dove 
Hunting Trip for up to four people 
at one of Mexico’s top hunting lodges 
It in Navajoa, Sonora. 

I MONTHLY PRIZES —Eleven 
f monthly drawings with First and 
Second Place Winners of rifles, 
shotguns, handguns or accessory kits* 

TO ENTER - Simply subscribe or 
renew your subscription to Shotgun 
News. To enter without subscription 
or purchase, see Rule 2 below. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS - Call us at: 


anmversar* 


Luxi^Mtioii in Mexico or 
Dove Hunting Trip in Mexico 


Shitgun 


FirstamtSecond Place Winners each month 

Monthly prizes include rifles,,shotgun,s, handguns, or accessory Kirs 


P.O. Box 669 • Hastings, NE 68902-0069 


1 - 800 - 345-6923 


YOU’VE HELPED MAKE SHOTGUN NEWS A WINNER FOR HALF A CENTURY. 
NOW WE WANT TO RETURN THE FAVOR. 


SHOTGUN NEWS SWEEPSTAKES OFFICIAL RULES—NO PURCHASE OR SUBSCRIPTION NECESSARY 

1. TO ENTER! Each time you begin or renew a subscription to Shotgun News during the months of March, April. May. June, July, AugusL September, October. November or December 1996 or January 1997, you will be automatically entered into a drawing for that month’s 
prize (and subsequent monthly prize drawings) and for the Grand Prizs/Trip Prize drawing to be conducted al the close of the program. (Note: If you begin or renew a subscription to Shotgun News between 2/1/97 and 2/4/97 inclusive, you will be eligible for the Grand 
Prize/Trip Prize only.) 

2. TO ENTER WITHOUT PURCHASE OR SUBSCRIPTION: On an Official Entry Form only, available by mail as indicated in Rule 2A, hand print your name, address, (including zip code), daytime and evening telephone numbefs. Residents of the State of Washington only, need 
not affix postage to return epvetopes. 

2k For each Official Entry Form you wish to be sent by mail, send a separate, self-addressed, stamped #10 envelope to: SHOTGUN NEWS ENTRY FORM REOUEST. P.O, Box 5001. Blair. NE 68009. Requests must be received by 2/11/97. Limit one request per envelope 
Completed entry forms must be received at toe address listed on toe entry form by toe last day of each month indicated In Rule 1 to be eligible for that month's prize drawing (and subsequent monthly prize drawings) andrer by 3/11/97 to be eligible for the Grand Prize/Trip 
Prize drawings. 

3. RANDOM DRAWING: Monthly winners will be selected in a random drawing on or about the 20to day of the month following the month of drawing eligibility from among all eligible entries received by D.L. Blair, Inc., an independent judging organization whose Decisions are 
final on all matters related to this program. Grand Prize and Trip Prize winners will be selected in a random drawing conducted on or about 3/12/97 from among all eligible entries received throughout the duration of this program, Winners will be notified by mail. Odds of 
winning will depend upon the total number of all eligible entries received in a given month for menthfy prizes and/or over the course of the entire promotion for the Grand Prize and Trip Prize. 

4. PRIZE & APPROXIMATE RETAIL VALUE: (1) Grand Prize consisting of a Shotgun News model new Jeep Wrangler with optional soft-top & doors. AM-FM radio and 5-speed transmission, ($15,000) or 515.000 cash; (1) Trip Prize — A 5-day, 4-night deluxe hunting expedi¬ 
tion (White Wing & Morning Dove) in Mexico lor four, including air transportation (from major U.S. city), lodging at toe "Hacienda Cazadores". three meals per day, guide and transportation to hunting areas. (Shells, licenses, gun permits, guns, etc. not included) ($6,000) OR a 
5-day, 4-night Mexican vacation tor four in a restored 300-year-old Hacienda, includes air Iranspoitation (from major U.S. city), two meats per day. Fiesta, sightseeing and Jeep tours (56.000). Monthly Prizes: March: (1) 1st Prize — Ishapore Enfield 2 A Rifle plus a Webly & 
Scott Brass Flare Pistol ($279.90): (1) 2nd Prize — a Shooter's Vise Ultimate Pack ($127.98): April: (1) 1st Prize — a Browning Hunter Gold, 12 gauge self-loading shotgun ($700); (1) 2nd Prize — a Shooter’s Vise Ultimate Pack ($127.98); May: (1) 1st Prize — Schofield 
Revolver ($795); (1) 2nd Prize — a Shooter’s Vise Ultimate Pack ($127.90), June: (1) 1st Prize — Model .308 Guardia Civil Spanish Mauser, Caliber .308 Win, complete wilh sling and muzzle cover in Special Select Condition, plus a Model 98/29 Persian Mauser Caliber 7.92 
mm (8 mm Mauser) complete with bayonet (t leather sling in Special Select Condition ($459.90); (1) 2nd Prize —a Shooter's Vise Ultimate Pack ($127.98); July: (1) 1st Prize —a 1911 A-1 Springfield .45 Caliber ($459): (1) 2nd Prize — a Shooter's Vise Ultimate Pack 
($127.98); August: (1) 1st Prize - Ishapore Enfield 2A Rifle plus a Model 98K Mauser WWII carbine Caliber 7.92 (8 mm Mauser) with Winter Trigger guard in Special Select Condition ($399.90); (1) 2nd Prize — a'Shooter’s Vise Ultimate Pack ($127.98); September (1) 1st 
Prize — a Browning Hunter Gold,12 gauge self-loading shotgun ($700): (1) 2nd Piize — a Shooter’s Vise Ultimate Pack ($127.98); October: (1) 1st Prize — a 1911 A-1 Springfield .45 Caliber ($459): (1) 2nd Prize — a Shooter's Vise Ultimate Pack ($127.98); November (1) 
1st Prize —a Browning Hunter Gold, 12 gauge self-loading shotgun ($700): (1) 2nd Prize —a Shooter's Vise Ultimate Pack ($127.98); December: (1) 1st Prize —Parker Knife Collection, Kentucky Derby set of 12 knives, engraved blades each with a different Derby winner, 
bone handles, framed under glass (S450); (1) 2nd Prize —a Shooter’s Vise Ultimate Pack ($127.98). January 1997; (1) 1st Prize—a Classic Buffalo Hunters' Sharps Rifle in 45/70 caliber with a 28" heavy octagonal barrel with tang sights recreated by Navy Arms Company. 
Inc. ($875); (1) 2nd Prize — Coach Gun. side-by-side. 12 gauge Stoeger IGA ($400). 

5. GENERAL RULES: Open only to U.S. residents who, as ot February 28.1996, are 21 years or older. Employees of Snell Publishing Co.. Inc., Shotgun News, their affiliates, subsidies, advertising and promotion agencies and the immediate family members and/or those 
living in the same household of each are not eligible. Void where prohibited by law. Winner may make no substitution or transfer of prize. All federal, state and local laxes, insurance, licensing, registration and title fees are the sole responsibility ol the winner. All federal, slate 
and local taws and regulations apoty. Potential winners must execute any required Affidavit of Eligibility/ReJease ol Ltability/Prize Acceptance Form within 15 days ot attempted notification. Noncompliance within this time period may result in disqualification and an alternate may 
be selected Return of any prize notification as undetiverabte will result in disqualification and an alternate will be selected. Sponsor reserves the right to substitute prize of equal for greater value. Limit one prize por household (with exception of Grand Prize and Trip Prize). 
Acceptance of prize constitutes permission to the sponsor and its agencies to use winner's name and/or likeness tor puiposes of advertising and trade without further compensation, unless prohibited by law. (Note: If hunt expeditiun is selected by Trip Pnze winner, hunt trip 
must be taken during November 1997. If vacation is selected by trip prize winner it must be taken in November 1997 or between January 2,1998 and March 31,1998. Trip Pri2e must be taken on dates specified by sponsor. Travel blackout dates will apply.) All traveling com¬ 
panions must be 21 years of age or older and will be required to execute a release of liability prior to departure No mechanically reproduced entries permitted. Ail firearms will be transferred to the respective winners through federally licensed firearms dealers All winners must 
be eligible for firearm's possession under all federal and respective slate laws In the event the sponsor is prohibited from awarding prize to winner as a matter of federal/state/local law or for any reason whatsoever (e.g. felony conviction, licensing requirements, etc.) prize will 
be awarded lo an alternate winner. Not responsible for lost, late, postage due, illegible damaged or misdirected maiEentries or entries not forwarded to prize headquarters in lime for the random drawings. By participating in this promotion, entrants agree to be bound by the 
Official Rules and the decisions of the judges. 

6. For the names of the winners, available after May 31,1997, send a separate, stamped, self-addressed (#10) envelope to: Shotgun News Winners. P.O. Box 5082, Blair. NE 68009. 


©1996 Shotgun News 


22 


SOF * MARCH 1997 





















Suck Willie Watch 


Fourth-Estate Follies 

“The liberal news media are biased, and they’ve treated Bill 
Clinton and his scandals with kid gloves/’ How many times have 
SOF readers heard that complaint, or words to this effect? Plenty. 
Maybe biased reporters and editors did help this gun-grabbing. 
Constitution-crippling yuppie — one of the most wiretap -friendly 
presidents yet — remain in the White House, 

But then, maybe the effect of biased reportage wasn’t all that 
great compared to voters’ apathy. Dole’s lackluster campaign, a 
national decline in moral and ethical standards (and, conversely, 
growing tolerance for sleaze), and an economy that was OK. It’s easy 
to blame the mainstream news media for what sometimes seems to be 
a conspiracy to coddle Slick Willie. A conspiracy, though, requires a 
master plan and willful collaborators — unlikely in the slam-bang, 
deadline-driven (and frequently cutthroat) daily news business. 

Granted, since 1992 there have been examples of overt bias 
among Clinton apologists in the Fourth Estate; indeed, in the weeks 
before November’s election the media — and especially television 
— did seem to emphasize the negative about cranky old Bob Dole 
whenever possible. 

But the bias we’re talking about here is subtle, often inconsistent, 
and sometimes even subconscious. It occurs at the personal level. 

Down-And-Dirty Demographics 

The men and women who carry the notepads, microphones, 
and cameras, or occupy the all-important gatekeeping (news edi¬ 



tors’) slots back in the newsrooms — and at this point, we mean 
big-city media — are no great mystery. Believe it or not, a few SOF 
staffers have worked in mainstream news (yes, it’s true), so we 
have a pretty good idea. They are, generally speaking: 

• Predominantly white, despite ongoing and appropriate efforts 
to hire minority reporters and editors. 

• Mostly male, although the gender gap is slowly closing. 
(Young military guys who are “short” and college-bound should 
know that campus-newspaper staffs are a magnet for smart, career- 
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minded young women who can get tired of socializing with pre¬ 
tentious ffat boys and sensitive ’90s girlymen...) 

• Overwhelmingly college-educated; typically, at least a four- 
year liberal-arts degree in journalism, communications, or English. 
Most have little blue-collar job experience of significance. 

• Urban- or suburban-bom and raised; usually ignorant of 
rural/farm life and often somewhat contemptuous of hayseeds (and 
especially the hicks’ non-PC notions of individualism and gun 
ownership). 

• Almost never have served in the military or worked in law 
enforcement. (And guess what: Some liberal college professors 
likely tried to drum Vietnam was a bad war; our soldiers are killers 
— despise them into their heads.) Collectively they are, with few 
exceptions, baffled by the U.S. military’s real purpose — as is 
Clinton — and skeptical, even hostile, toward its traditions and cul¬ 
ture. (This credibility gap, however, means there always will be a 
demand for a savvy, alternative news medium like SOF) 

Put it all together and you have a well-meaning, but not espe¬ 
cially well-rounded , middle-income, white-collar urbanite who is 
comfortable with four more Clinton years. 

Further, media research does support suspicions of a pro-Clinton 
bias in the Fourth Estate. An opinion survey of editors at 100 big-city 
newspapers across the country reportedly showed some 60% voted 
for Clinton in 1992 and 22% for Bush. A ’95 survey reportedly sug¬ 
gests that about 75% of “younger” news hounds (presumably entry- 
level or just above) preferred Democrats - and hence, Slick the 
“MTV president” — over Republicans (and Dole, a relic from a peri¬ 
od of ancient history: World War II). Various other surveys suggest 
even stronger preferences for Clinton among voting journalists. 

But does that translate into media bias? Possibly. 

Smelling The Stench 

Many journalists, even some who should know better, cling to a 
Utopian ideal of unbiased journalism — that a journalist’s person¬ 
al beliefs can be fully pushed aside, ignored, when it comes to 


informing the public. Bravo Sierra. 

Honest, ethical journalists (and they are out there, folks) know that 
personal bias always exists and can come into play at any time. Even 
the way a reporter (or SOF correspondent) approaches a news event 
— prioritization of facts, choice of diction in reportage — is the result 
of background, education, and experiences. The good ones acknowl¬ 
edge their prejudices, political or otherwise, and compensate, work¬ 
ing hard to get all sides of a story. They don’t mix in their personal 
opinions, either. They are, in a very real sense, public servants. 

And slowly but surely (although too late for the ’96 election) mem¬ 
bers of the national press are waking up and smelling ... no, not the 
coffee, but the stink of scandals surrounding our deceitful president. 

Matters Swept Under The Rug 

Here are some pearls of clear thinking from our much-maligned 
news media, beginning with Time news magazine — not exactly a 
bastion of conservatism. 

“Clinton didn’t comment specifically on the new developments 
[in the Democrats’ fund-raising scandal] while on vacation, but he 
did try self-pity as a general defense,” it reported on 2 December 
1996. “He even likened himself to Richard Jewell. ... ‘One of the 
things I would urge you to do, remembering what happened to Mr. 
Jewell in Atlanta, remembering what has happened to so many of 
the accusations that over the past four years have been made 
against me that turned out to be totally baseless.’ 

“It’s true that Richard Jewell is no longer a [Olympic bombing] 
suspect. But then, he never changed his story,” Time concluded 
pointedly. Ouch. 

Surprised at this barb? Don’t be. 

In the same issue, another Time correspondent — a woman — 
had some blunt things to say about the First Lady: “She does not 
want to repeat the mistakes she made during her husband’s first two 
years in office, when she alienated many Americans not because 

Continued on page 70 
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UNITED STATES 

No more Desert Storms: High-level Air Force wargame, hypotheti¬ 
cally pitting U.S. and allies against Iranian invasion of Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait in 2010, predicts little time for U.S. buildup in theater; 
divisive diplomatic bickering; enemy use of ballistic missiles with 
unconventional warheads, and precise GPS navigation in hit-and- 
run desert maneuvers; and protracted fighting. • Pentagon’s 55 
R&D labs are 35% over capacity, wasting millions of dollars, GAO 
reports. Office of the Secretary of Defense, staffed by more than 
7,000 in 35 organizations, wastes billions from redundancy, should 
itself be "downsized,” influential critics say. • Navy sees severe 
shortage of surface warships by 2010: post-Cold War missions will 
require 150 vessels, but budgets will fund only 120 or less by then. 
• Lockheed Martin proposes conversion of older F-16A fighters to 
“unmanned combat aerial vehicles” for remotely controlled, anti- 
ballistic missile flights of lengthy duration. 


RUSSIA 

Citing social upheaval, military’s discontent, and rise of orga¬ 
nized crime, CIA reports say Russian nuclear weapons’ secu¬ 
rity (against unauthorized launch or theft) are weakening. 
Moscow disagrees, saying safeguards are adequate; Clinton 
administration concurs. • All Soviet-made nuclear weapons 
now are in Russia, following removal (partly U.S. financed) 
from former Soviet republics. Defense Minister Rodionov, 
condemning NATO’s expansion, hints at future need to retar¬ 
get some missiles against eastern Europe. • Russian Army 
today (functional active-duty divisions): 12 armor, 28 motor¬ 
ized-rifle; 5 airborne, 4 “static-defense," and 4 artillery. • 
Presaging renewed conflict, Chechen rebel leader says he 
never will drop demand for independence from Russia; mean¬ 
while, President Yeltsin orders Moscow officials to halt public 
arguments over Chechnya. 


AFGHANISTAN 

Criticized even by Iran, Taliban rebel 
movement - battling alliance of regional 
forces — rejects international demands 
to soften its hard-line brand of Islamic 
law. • U.N. observers report at least 
10,000 Afghans have fled into Pakistan 
to escape the battle for Kabul. 


KUWAIT 

Manpower shortages prevent army 
from absorbing newly purchased 
tanks, combat vehicles, and heavy 
weapons (a logistically awkward mix 
of U.S., British, Russian and 
Yugoslav equipment). Government 
planned to modernize and expand 
ground and air forces, now totaling 
15,000 troops, to 40,000 by year 
2002; that now appears impossible. 


BRITAIN 

Scientists suggest certain pesti¬ 
cides, chemically similar to 
nerve gas and used heavily in 
Coalition areas of Kuwaiti the¬ 
ater of operations, might cause 
some symptoms associated 
with “Gulf War Syndrome.” 




SAUDI ARABIA 

Wealthy Saudi dissident 
Osama Bin Laden (hiding 
elsewhere in Middle East) has 
taken CFedit for two bombings 
of U.S. bases here, boasts he 
will strike again, U.S. intel 
services claim. • To end 
four-year dispute — occa¬ 
sionally violent — over land 
and maritime borders, Saudi 
Arabia and Qatar hire French 
experts to demarcate and 
map their common border. 






MALTA 

Victorious leftist Labour Party 
immediately reverses political 
course of tiny nation, canceling 
applications to join European 
Union and NATO Partnership 
for Peace. 
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LIBYA 

Tripoli offers to host peace talks, 
mediate between Philippine’s gov¬ 
ernment and Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front guerrillas opposed 
to recent peace treaty (which was 
approved by rival Moro National 
Liberation Front). Manila accepts 
offer. • Government claims near¬ 
ly 4 years of U.N. sanctions have 
cost it $19 billion and deaths of 
21,000 citizens. 


FRANCE 

Infamous Cold War terrorist "Carlos 
the Jackal” (Venezuelan-born Mich 
Ramirez Sanchez), now in custody, 
files lawsuit in Paris to block publica¬ 
tion of book about his exploits; 
claims it will violate his presumption 
of innocence. 
w 
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ISRAEL 

Army needs $1 billion to prepare 
for war with Syria; meanwhile, 
defense minister hints Jerusalem 
might consider giving up part of 
Golan Heights for peace with 
Damascus. Worried officials say 
Syria — with Russian help — 
now produces quantities of sarin 
and VX nerve gases and anthrax, 
deliverable via improved Scud 
A missiles. (However, Russia’s for- 
I eign minister, in Middle East trip, 
says Moscow would not support 
Syrian attack.) • Elite heliborne 
unit, created in ’95 and code- 
named Egoz, is dedicated to anti- 
Hezbollah ops. Based in southern 
Lebanon, operators already have 
20 confirmed (and 75 or more 
unconfirmed) kills. 


BOSNIA 

Clinton’s “one year” deadline for U.S. participation in 
IFOR passes as 1 st Armored Division and attached units 
withdraw; second NATO force (up to 30,000 troops), 
takes shape for 18-month “peace consolidation” mis¬ 
sion. Elements of U.S. Army’s 1 st Infantry Division, 
nearly 5,500 troops, arrive: 1 mech-infantry and 1 avia¬ 
tion brigade; support command of air-defense, signal, 
logistics and clerical units; and additional elements from 
artillery, engineer and intel battalions, and an MP com¬ 
pany. (America pledges 8,500 troops to “IFOR 2”; 
Britain, up to 5,000; and France, 2,500.) * NATO offi¬ 
cial estimates first year in Bosnia cost IFOR allies more 
than $6 billion total. During that time, 50 NATO troops 
died, none from hostile fire; most, from land mines or 
vehicle accidents. 


CHINA 

Tensions with India decrease: Military 
headquarters on both sides of previously 
disputed border establish commo link for 
early warning of peacetime maneuvers; 
also, Beijing cancels advanced medium- 
range ballistic missile that could have 
delivered two-ton warhead into central 
India. • China to deploy advance force, 
possibly 300 troops, to Hong Kong ahead 
of July’s takeover; meanwhile, British 
army recalls battalion of Gurkhas. 


—f——■ 


JORDAN 

Recently declared “major non-NATO 
ally’’ by Washington, Jordan seeks 
increased U.S. training and equip¬ 
ment in King Hussein’s ambitious 
program to modernize military (now 
100,000 troops, to be trimmed to bet¬ 
ter-equipped 60,000). Washington to 
transfer 16 F-16A/B fighters, 50 

M60A3 tanks, 18 UH-1 helicopters, 1 
C-130 transport, and 250 trucks; 
more equipment likely to follow. 


^ NEPAL 

Nearly 100 people have been killed 
in Maoist insurgency that began in 
early ’96 in western district of 
Rolpa and eventually extended into 
Jajarkot, Rukumkot, and Salyan 
districts, the government reports. 


SWITZERLAND 

Ending decades of mili¬ 
tarily enforced neutrality, 
Bern announces inten¬ 
tion to seek membership 
in NATO’s “Partnership 
for Peace” program. 


ipons seizure or io,uuu pounas 
of cocaine at facility run by 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (FARC). This apparently con¬ 
firms U.S. suspicions that the leftist 
rebels no longer merely guarded other 
groups’ drug sites, but had themselves 
become a cartel. • Army agrees to 
withdraw, for 11 days, from 14,000- 
square-kilometer area of jungle in order 
to obtain release of 60 soldiers held 
captive by FARC. 


ITALY 

Florence to host headquarters of “Eurofor”: 20,000-man 
rapid-deployment force assembled by France, Italy, Portugal 
and Spain for peacekeeping and humanitarian mission in 
Mediterranean area. The organization (similar to 4 nations’ 
“Euromarfor" naval force) could act independently of, or as 
part of, NATO or Western European Union force. Libyan 
leader Khadaffi condemned Eurofor as provocation for war. 


MEXICO 

President Zedillo identifies narcotrafficking as 
greatest threat to country’s security; blames 
problem on high demand for illegal drugs in 
United States. 


World SitRep is compiled in part from the biweekly newsletter For Your Eyes Only: 
An Open Intelligence Summary of Current Military Affairs. Published by Tiger 
Publications, P.0. Box 8759, Amarillo, Texas 79114-8759; subscriptions are $70 per 
year (26 issues), $74.38 in Texas. Sample issue available for $3. Those interested in 
reliable world intel are encouraged to subscribe. 
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Combat Weaponcraft 


Text & Photos by Frank W. James 


When Targets Shoot Back 



In the carjacking scenario, ATG cadre members play two armed 
criminals, the carjacking victim, and a passerby in a wheelchair. 
The two contestants, as police officers, try to control the situa¬ 
tion and disarm the criminals. Gunplay is highly likely. 


A mong the many advances in law-enforcement training 
during the past few years, none has more potential than 
simulated gunfights. 

Nothing imprints on the brain and memory like stinging pain; 
the welt left by a low-velocity pellet is still sufficient to get any¬ 
one’s attention and punish improper behavior. A new group devot¬ 
ed to improving gunfight tactics uses pain as a teaching tool —* and 
uses it well. 

The Advanced Tactical Group (P.O. Box 510, Dept. SOF; 
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444; phone: 610-825-4245) is the brainchild 
of former Secret Service agent Walt Rauch, who is also a retired 
felony-fugitive squad officer with the Philadelphia Police 
Department. Besides his training business, Rauch stays busy as a 
licensed private investigator and gun writer. 

ATG’s mission is to analyze the tactical environment of deadly- 
force encounters, in either a civilian self-defense or law-enforce¬ 
ment situation, and improve on those tactics. 

Traditionally, training for a gunfight has centered around mas¬ 
tery of a firearm. Usually, for civilians and police, it is the hand¬ 
gun; for the military, it mainly has been with the assault rifle. The 
inherent problem with this approach is simply that the targets 
don't shoot back . 

Granted, it is possible to achieve a measure of an individual’s 
marksmanship by scoring the paper or cardboard target, and 
through the use of timers a quantitative judgment can be made 
about his reaction time. None of this, however, places priority on 
the use of proper tactics. 

Advanced Tactical Group, while utilizing traditional live-fire 
exercises with conventional targets, also employs handguns 
modified to shoot only Simunitions ammunition: a dye-marking 
round that uses a colored-soap projectile from a semi-conven- 
tional case. Participants wear visored helmets, lightweight 
Kevlar vests, and gloves. 

The advantage is that the guns are real, not the toy-like paint¬ 
ball guns used in recreational contests. Because the Simunitions- 
modified pistols are real guns, all of the scenarios must be careful¬ 
ly and completely controlled for safety. The ATG training is con¬ 
stantly scrutinized by several supervisors. 

Because the course is a beneficial means of training law- 


enforcement officers to survive a gunfight, ATG was invited to the 
U.S. Secret Service training facility near Beltsville, Md., to host a 
side event during the annual Secret Service Pistol Match. 

The ATG’s event during the pistol match consisted of only two 
stages: a simulated carjacking on a city street, then a domestic dis¬ 
pute between two male homosexuals at an apartment complex. 
Both scenarios provided plenty of excitement and adrenaline (and 
sometimes humor) as contestants endured role players’ taunts, chal¬ 
lenges, and threats. 

The role players are actors. Because the training scenarios were 
judged as a competition, the role players had to respond in exactly 
the same way for more than 50 different competitors. That is easi¬ 
er said than done. 

Having themselves survived a number of gunfights, the role 
players routinely proceeded through these scenarios in what can 
only be described as half-speed; if the veteran role players had 
been allowed to go full-bore it is doubtful any contestant would 
have “survived.” 

I “died” and “survived” a number of these encounters and came 
away with much food for thought. 

Rauch had instructed all role players to remain in a “cognitive” 
state and observe what the contestants were doing throughout each 
scenario. When moving at half-speed this was easy, but one time 
my reactions took over and I went full bore when my partner was 
eliminated from play. The moment he went down, I became aware 
of only two things: my sight picture and my target (who was the 
police officer). Once my partner was gone, my adversary became 
my sole focus. Just like in a real gunfight, I experienced tunnel 
vision that focused only on the immediate threat. So much for my 
cognitive state. 

During the three days of ATG competition at the Secret Service 
facility, three different types of modified handguns were used: a Sig 
Model 226, a Glock Model 17, and a Smith & Wesson Model 10 
revolver. (The Glock and the S&W revolver became the preferred 
weapons.) I’ve used S&W revolvers for decades and, although the 
Glock is newer to me, I have certainly shot my share with one. 

Yet, it was only with the S&W wheel-gun that I remembered 
each sight picture after every shot. With the Glock the only sight 
picture I could remember after the event, was the first one. It was 
not the fault of the gun, but rather my relative inexperience with this 
brand of handgun compared to one I’ve been shooting since my 



In ATG’s domestic-disturbance scenario, two male “lovers” are 
having a violent quarrel in a mock apartment building. Police 
officer responds and immediately must identify the threats: Man 
at the door is only two steps from a pistol, on the floor; his 
buddy (left) is holding a small revolver. 
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teenage years. 

I came away from the ATG training with 
several questions. 

A common observation is that it takes 
3,000-5,000 repetitions of a technique to 
train someone in complex motor skills. But 
in analyzing my own performance, I ques¬ 
tioned whether it actually might take 10 
times that many repetitions. Practice — lots 
of it — does make perfect. 

The ATG Match cadre filmed each com¬ 
petitor for review and analysis later. The 
video camera doesn’t blink. Watching 
myself, I noticed that in the closing stages of 
each shoot-out, when either my adversary or 
I were closing the distance, I always fired 
with one hand. Some SOF readers might say 
“he needs more training.” The fact is, in the 
last three years I’ve had a hell of a lot of 
training — and I still did it. 

At the climax of this (simulated) con¬ 
frontation, I knew I should use two hands to 
guarantee accuracy, but one part of my brain 
told me I didn’t have time and I could make 
the shot (which I did) with one hand. The 
real revelation came upon viewing other 
shooters’ tapes: Every competitor, at close 
range or when an opponent was charging 
him, used only one hand to fire the pistol. It 
was a universal and standard response. 

Is this a training problem, or merely sur¬ 
vival instincts demanding speed over precise 
aiming when getting off that all-important 
first shot? When the threat is close, few 
shooters have the discipline to use two hands 
to guarantee the shot will be placed exactly 
where it needs to be. Most do have the skill 
to hit center of mass with a one-handed shot, 
and that’s what they use. This raises another 
question, in recognition of this observed 
behavior: Should defensive handgun training 
concentrate more on one-handed shooting at 
short distances rather than the standard two- 
handed drills? 

Discussions with ATG’s veteran role 
players turned up another fine point of gun¬ 
fighting worth reconsidering. 

Trainers for years have taught defensive 
tactics in which you focus your vision on a 
potential opponent’s hands. But once the 
threat is identified and confirmed, do you 
continue watching his hands? No. 

Watching the hands is useful only if you 
are unsure whether he has a concealed gun, 
knife, or club. Once that question is 
answered in the affirmative, you are better 
served defensively if you watch his eyes: 
Eye movements will “telegraph” the oppo¬ 
nent’s next move. 

The last point I want to make, and it is 
reinforced by ATG’s special brand of train¬ 
ing, is that gunfights occur very quickly. In 
these lifelike scenarios, combat occurs in 
fractions of a moment — and at shorter dis¬ 
tances than any IPSC match I have ever 
shot in. 

The truth is that for most of us, our only 
hope of survival in a close-range gunfight is 
by reacting instantly and correctly. That’s 
what the Advanced Tactical Group is all 
about: finding out what it takes to survive 
when the targets shoot back, 
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Desert One: 
Delta's 
Fortuitous 
Failure? 


by Col. Michael E. 

alllooee! ...a blue fireball 
ballooned into the night . , . the 
flames were reaching 300 to 400 
feet in the sky” Fueled by thou¬ 
sands of gallons of exploding jet 
fuel, the stunning inferno 
described by Delta force commander 
Colonel “Chargin’ Charlie” Beckwith con¬ 
sumed in seconds the lives of five Air Force 
and three Marine Corps airmen. It was late 
in the Iranian night of 24 April 1980. 

The immediate cause of the explosion 
was brutally clear: The Marine pilot of a 
25-ton RH-53D Sea Stallion, the largest 
helicopter in the U.S. inventory, had 


0 


Haas USAF (Ret.) 

become disoriented in a dust cloud as he 
hovered to reposition away from an Air 
Force EC-130H Hercules transport. Blind, 
the giant helicopter slammed down atop the 
Hercules, its fuel tanks rupturing to spill a 
wave of exploding jet fuel over the trans¬ 
port underneath. 

Either to escape or perhaps assess the 
damage above and behind his position, the 
transport’s navigator apparently opened the 
egress hatch above his position, inadver¬ 
tently bringing a stream of liquid fire down 
onto the flight deck. In the same instant, all 
seven of the helo’s main rotor blades, each 
nearly 40 feet long and driven through a 
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massive transmission by two, 4,380 shaft 
horsepower engines, thrashed wildly into 
the -130’s body to set off the giant, sec¬ 
ondary inferno. 

The hellish noise at the refueling site 
defied description. Silhouetted against the 
exploding flames the three remaining C- 
130s drove a dozen screaming turbo-prop 
engines, while the engines from the remain¬ 
ing four helicopters added a deafening 
32,000 horsepower above the sound of their 
thrashing rotor blades. 

The total cost of America’s failure to res¬ 
cue 53 of its citizens, taken hostage in then- 
own embassy by Iranian “militants” in 
November 1979, was incalculable. The 
immediate cost alone entailed the loss of the 
previously mentioned airmen as well as mil¬ 
lions of dollars worth of aircraft destroyed 
or abandoned as the rescue force raced from 
Iran; all without a single hostage rescued or 
enemy soldier even encountered. But more, 
much more, was also lost. 

In the jubilant streets of Tehran the failure 
further consolidated the power of the 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, one of 
America’s most implacable enemies. In the 
mean streets of Washington Secretary of 
State Cyrus Vance resigned in bitter protest 
against the mission, and the presidency of 
Jimmy Carter began its final slide towards 
terminal political irrelevance. And in the 
embarrassed corridors of the Pentagon the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff launched a damage-con¬ 


trol operation to protect individual careers 
from public accountability for the debacle. 

What really caused this American rescue 
force to self-destruct in Iran? Was it really 
just a combination of bad luck and bad 
weather, as the official Pentagon report 
would claim? And, largely unquestioned to 
date, what would have happened had Delta 
actually gotten into our embassy in Tehran? 
If the official answers to the first two ques¬ 
tions are hard to believe, the answer to the 
third is downright frightening. 

The Iranians 

When the Ayatollah’s Revolutionary 
Guards seized the American embassy on 4 
November 1979 with the enthusiastic bless¬ 
ings of Khomeini, they came to stay. The 
Ayatollah demanded the U.S. return the 
deposed Shah of Iran for trial (The cancer- 
stricken Shah was in the United States for 
medical treatment.), or the embassy 
hostages suspected of being “spies” would 
be put on public trial. President Carter sub¬ 
sequently banned all U.S. purchases of 
Iranian oil and froze $5 billion worth of 
Iranian assets in America. 

Returning the compliment, Khomeini 
publicly mocked Carter and escalated his 
hate rhetoric against the “Great Satan.” 
Stalemate ensued, with the American press 
howling in full bay for President Carter to 
“do something.” Under this intense media 
pressure Carter did do something. He picked 


up the telephone and called The Honorable 
Harold Brown, his secretary of defense. 

This in turn started a chain of events that 
led the Joint Chiefs’ Chairman, Air Force 
General David C. Jones, to form a scratch 
force of Army-Navy-Air Force-Marine ele¬ 
ments into an ad-hoc Joint Task Force (JTF) 
dedicated to rescuing the hostages. The 
scratch force was the only option available 
in 1979 as the Joint Chiefs had allowed 
America’s once-potent special-operations 
forces to wither away in the post-Vietnam 
era. The planning and rehearsal phase of the 
mission was code-named Rice Bowl, and 
the execution phase dubbed “Eagle Claw.” 

Rice Bowl 

Within a month of its initiation this JTF 
had roughed out an initial rescue plan. 
Elements of that task force were in fact 
already rehearsing their individual roles in 
the plan at various locations in the United 
States. But even by this early stage, the 
root causes of the mission’s ultimate fail¬ 
ure were already firmly imbedded in the 
JTF structure, leaving only fate to decide 
when and where “Eagle Claw” would 
come unraveled. 

The critical problems began when Gen. 
Jones selected two generals with no spe¬ 
cial-operations command experience to 
command this classic, high-risk special- 
operations mission. Or did* he select only 
one general? 

Jones selected Army Maj. Gen. James 
Vaught to command the Joint Task Force, 
but his nominal deputy for air operations, 
Air Force Maj. Gen. Philip C. Gast, was 
never formally in the JTF’s chain of com- 


Aftermath: Thirteen dead and injured servicemen and one presidency were two of 
the most prominent casualties resulting from the aborted rescue attempt in the 
Dasht-e-Kavir Desert. 
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RH-53D scapegoats aboard U.S. aircraft carrier. These Navy Sea Stallions were brand¬ 
ed the cause of the mission’s failure. 


mand. In fact, the ex-fighter pilot was 
assigned to Headquarters Tactical Air 
Command (TAC) and promoted to lieu¬ 
tenant general midway through the Rice 
Bowl phase. Though he then outranked the 
two-star JTF commander, he continued to 
function in a capacity subordinate to Vaught 
that was never clearly defined. 

Confusion at the senior JTF leadership 
level had predictable effects as it spiraled 
downward. General Vaught’s deputies for 
ground and fixed-wing air assets. Col. 
Beckwith and Air Force Col. James H. Kyle 
respectively, provided the senior special- 
operations experience, but not the flag-offi¬ 
cer clout to “wave the bullshit flag” when 
questionable mission-training judgments 
were made or accepted by Vaught or Gast. 
The downward-spiral effect continued still 
further into the guts of the organization. 

The all-critical helicopter component 
was commanded by Navy Captain Jerry 
Hatcher, a specialist in ocean-going, heli¬ 
copter mine counter-measure operations. 
He was soon replaced by Marine Corps Col. 
Charles H. Pitman, an authority in ship-to- 
shore amphibious assault tactics. Vaught 
accepted the Marine colonel’s authority (as 
he had with Gast), despite Pitman having no 
formal position in the JTF’s command 


structure. Neither Hatcher, Pitman, nor their 
Navy/Marine helo aircrews were volunteers 
and in fact, did not know until their transfer 
to the JTF what the mission entailed. 

As Rice Bowl planning moved forward 
it quickly became evident that flying Delta 


into and out of Iran was going to be a 
major, perhaps the major challenge of the 
overall mission. And while history shows 
that in the end the challenge proved simply 
too much to overcome, it is equally true 
that from the beginning of mission 
rehearsals the telltale warning signs of fail¬ 
ure were there for all to see. 

After the mission failure, the Pentagon’s 
Holloway Report (The “Holloway Report”, 
as it is generally referred to, was the 
Pentagon’s official after-action report for 
Operation Rice Bowl/Eagle Claw. Admiral 
J. L. Holloway, HI, (USN, Ret.), presided 
over a panel of five other flag-rank officers 
from the Army, Air Force, and Marine 
Corps.), would list unexpected helicopter 
failure and low-visibility flight conditions as 
the two direct causes for aborting the mis¬ 
sion. It was like saying “guns kill people” 
without mentioning the role a human plays 
in turning an inert piece of metal into a 
killing instrument. And it was no coinci¬ 
dence that these findings precluded the pos¬ 
sibility that any service or individual would 
be held culpable for the debacle. 

An encapsulated description of the plan 
(see map) envisioned aerial infiltration of 
the rescue force into Iran on 24 April by six 
Air Force C-130 transports. Three of these 
would carry Delta’s troopers. The remain¬ 
ing three carried internal rubber fuel blad¬ 
ders for refueling the helicopters at Desert 
One, the JTF designation for a remote site 
located some 200 miles southeast of 
Tehran. The same night eight RH-53D Sea 
Stallions would lift off from the carrier 
Nimitz and, flying a parallel route in a for¬ 
mation of four pairs, land at Desert One a 
half-hour after the C-130s. 

After delivering Delta and topping off 
the helos, the C-130s would return to their 
departure point, Masirah island off the coast 
of Oman, while the Sea Stallions airlifted 
Delta to a hide-site two hours by air closer 
to Tehran. Finally, the helos would then 
move another 50 miles away to yet another 
hidden site and remain under camouflage 



“Chargin’ Charlie” Beckwith, here in Vietnam, ’65, described the inferno in the Iranian 
desert: “Balilooee! ...a blue fireball ballooned into the night ... the flames were reach¬ 
ing 300 to 400 feet in the sky.” 
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netting throughout the next day. 

That night (25 April) operatives already 
placed in Iran would lead 118 Delta troop¬ 
ers (and two former Iranian generals) 
through Tehran in six Mercedes trucks to 
the embassy. Near midnight the force would 
slip unnoticed over the embassy walls, neu¬ 
tralize (the military has long since learned 
not to use the “kill” word in public) any 
guards, secure the hostages, and call for 
helo extraction either from the 
embassy or a soccer stadium 
adjacent the compound. 

Orbiting overhead, two heavily 
armed AC-130H gunships (hav¬ 
ing flown to Tehran from Wadi 
Kena, Egypt) would be ready to 
do some more “neutralizing’' 
should any Iranians attempt to 
block the extraction. 

In the early morning dark¬ 
ness of 26 April the extracted 
force would then be flown 35 
miles south to Manzariyeh air¬ 
field, already secured by a com¬ 
pany-sized Ranger force. Once 
at the field, the hostages would 
be flown out of Iran in two C- 
141 jet transports with the Rangers follow¬ 
ing in C-130s. 

Simple, the plan was not. But as Col. 
Beckwith notes in his book Delta Force , it 
was a lot saner than many of the other pro¬ 
posals offered up by the Pentagon’s wanna¬ 
be commandos. Having evolved over a peri¬ 
od of months, the plan gave the various Jib 
components a clear focus for their specific 


training tasks. But even before this final 
plan evolved, the JTF leadership got its first 
glimpse of a problem that, if left uncorrect¬ 
ed, could only bring the whole show to a 
sudden and decidedly unpleasant stop. 

The problem was the helicopter compo¬ 
nent of the plan, or to be more precise, the 
non-volunteer source selection of the heli¬ 
copter pilots themselves. The JTF’s selec¬ 
tion of the Navy’s RH-53D was based on its 


payload (6,000 lbs more than USAF’s HH- 
53), and the fact its rotor blades could be 
folded back (unlike the USAF version), an 
option that allowed carrier ops at sea with¬ 
out drawing undue public notice to the 
secret force. But the Navy helo aircrews had 
been trained for one specific mission: sin¬ 
gle-ship, daylight-only, mine counter-mea¬ 
sure operations during which the helo 


dragged a huge, mine-detection sled across 
the surface of the ocean by a cable trailing 
from the rear of the aircraft. 

The mine-sweeping helo crews took 
their own particular risks at sea, but these 
risks had v irtually nothing in common with 
the requirements for Eagle Claw. In his 
book The Guts To Try, Col. Kyle recalls his 
unsuccessful attempts to motivate the Navy 
pilots’ leaders, who seemed more worried 
about violating Navy regulations 
than mastering the difficult 
night-flying skills demanded by 
the mission. By mid-December 
1979 the issue came to a head, 
with most of the Navy helo 
crews deemed unsuitable for the 
mission and replaced; their RH- 
53D’s remained with the JTF. 

In searching for pilot 
replacements, the JTF com¬ 
mander took the problem to the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs, 
who reportedly maintained a 
strong, hands-on approach to 
managing Vaught’s command. 
The chairman’s Deputy for 
Operations, Marine Corps Lt. 
Gen. Phillip Shutler, also became 
involved. Shortly thereafter. Marine Corps 
H-53 pilots trained and organized for (pri¬ 
marily) daylight, ship-to-shore amphibi¬ 
ous assault operations were sent to the JTF 
as replacements. 

Shutler’s Marine replacements were 

Continued on page 70 



The Air Force used its superb 0130 tactical transports to deliver 
Delta and refuel the Navy helicopters at Desert One, the forward- 
area refueling point located more than 600 miles deep inside Iran. 
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In dealing with the BATF, you are dealing with an 
agency which has been found by Congress , by various 
federal judges and juries , by other federal and local 
law-enforcement agencies, and even by some 
Presidents to be inept ; indifferent to citizens' rights , 
and capable of the most outrageous abuses of the taw. 

Here, BATF director John Magaw shows a con¬ 
gressional committee investigating the Ruby Ridge 
debacle a normal shotgun, and sawed-off shotguns — 
but not shotguns sawed off a mere 1/4" short at the 
request of a BATF informant as was the case with 
Randy Weaver. Magaw’s predecessor, Steven Higgins, 
was sacked in wake of Ruby Ridge/Waco. 


“There is no wholly 
satisfactory substitute for 
brains, but silence does 
pretty well.” 

—Anonymous 


-BY- 

James H. Jeffries, III 




Your Rights And Responsibilities When 

The ATF Comes Calling 
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P robably one of the least 
favorite events for any Federal 
Firearms Licensee (hereafter 
“FFL”) is a visit from the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms (hereafter 
“BATF”). This can occur in 
one of at least six very different ways and 
your legal rights and recommended 
responses vary accordingly. 

For purposes of the following discussion 
1 will assume that you are a law-abiding 
licensed dealer or collector who tries to 
comply honestly with the federal firearms 
laws. If some of the discussion below seems 
excessively cautious, or even hostile to 
BATF, it is based on real-world experience 
with an agency which has been found by 
Congress, by various federal judges and 
juries, by other federal and local law 
enforcement agencies, and even by some 
Presidents to be inept, indifferent to citi¬ 
zens' rights, and capable of the most outra¬ 
geous abuses of the law. 

BATF operates under the rationale of 
requiring you to comply with the law. I oper¬ 
ate under the rationale of requiring BATF to 
comply with the law. I required this of BATF 
as a federal prosecutor for almost 30 years, 
and 1 require it as a private citizen 
and as a lawyer. You should require 
it as an FFL or citizen. 

A non-licensee has no legal 
duty whatsoever to talk to or other¬ 
wise cooperate with a BATF agent. 

It is a sad commentary on our 
times and the state of our federal 
government (and especially 
BATF) that the appropriate legal 
advice from a defense lawyer to a 
non-licensee can be distilled to a 
single sentence called rule one: 

Silence is golden; or what part of 
“no” don’t you understand? If you 
are an FFL, however, additional 
considerations come into play. 

The Tracing Center 
Inquiry 

Most active dealers have had a 
telephone call from BATF’s 
Tracing Center at some time or 
other inquiring about the disposi¬ 
tion of a firearm whose serial num¬ 
ber traces to the dealer. This is usu¬ 
ally an inquiry concerning a third 
party and does not implicate the 
dealer. It should normally occur 
during your listed business hours, 
although emergency traces in 
high-profile matters could occur at 
any time of the day or night. These 
inquiries are authorized by law in 
official criminal investigations and 
as a licensee you have a duty to 
cooperate by furnishing the 
requested information. 

Be aware, however, that the 
Tracing Center is a part of BATF’s 


criminal enforcement apparatus whose 
function (and principal interest) is to put 
people {including firearms dealers) in jail. 
You should always obtain the full name and 
telephone number of the caller and note it in 
writing. An entry in your bound book along¬ 
side the entry for the firearm involved 
would not be inappropriate. If in doubt 
about the caller’s identity, you should termi¬ 
nate the call and call back before giving any 
information. Cooperation would include 
supplying copies of any related documents. 
Never surrender an original document or 
legally-possessed firearm (or other property 
for that matter) except in response to a sum¬ 
mons, subpoena, or court order — and then 
only after obtaining legal advice. 

When faced with the prospect of provid¬ 
ing information to the government, keep in 
mind that there are only two legal options: 
silence or complete truthfulness. Lying 
(even by partial truths or literal but mislead¬ 
ing true answers) is never an option. A false 
statement to a federal officer in his official 
capacity is a felony akin to perjury, and usu¬ 
ally much easier to prosecute and prove 
than the matter being investigated. If you 
cannot speak truthfully without incriminat¬ 
ing yourself, then remember rule one . 


If the inquiry is about a Title II firearm, 
you should attempt to determine if the trace 
was initiated by local law enforcement. If it 
was, you should remind the caller that the 
information requested is privileged tax 
information and that it is a federal felony for 
BATF to disclose the information outside 
the agency. Your interest in this aspect is 
that you do not wish to aid and abet the 
commission of a felony — even one com¬ 
mitted by a federal official. 

Occasionally a tracing inquiry will be 
made in person by one or more special 
agents. They are, of course, purely criminal 
investigators whose only function (and 
interest) is to put people (including firearms 
dealers) in jail. Write down the names and 
badge numbers of all present. If anyone pre¬ 
sent is not a BATF special agent, inquire 
why that person is present (and later note the 
response in writing). If there is more than 
one agent, inquire why. If anyone refuses to 
display official identification direct them to 
immediately leave the premises. If they 
refuse, call the local sheriff or police and 
make a trespassing complaint. 

Do not allow anyone to search your 
records, premises or inventory for the infor¬ 
mation or items being sought. You or your 
employee do the searching, 
retrieving and copying. The 
same rules apply with 
respect to refusing to turn 
over original documents or 
items of personal property. If 
an agent should physically 
insist on taking custody of 
an original record or legally- 
possessed firearm or other 
item of property, resist ver¬ 
bally and vigorously, but not 
physically. Advise him calm¬ 
ly that your first call after he 
leaves will be to your lawyer 
and his first call will be to 
the Inspector General of the 
Treasury Department. 

Successive calls will 
then also be made to BATF’s 
Office of Internal Affairs, 
the agent’s SAC (Special 
Agent in Charge), the 
United States Attorney, the 
FBI and the sheriff — the 
latter three to report the theft 
of your property by a feder¬ 
al agent. Then do it. In short, 
if an agent is stupid enough 
to violate your Fourth 
Amendment right to be 
secure in your papers and 
effects in front of God and 
everybody, then he needs to 
have his whole day ruined. 

A tracing inquiry is usu¬ 
ally directed at a third party 
recipient of a firearm which 
has passed through your 
hands at some point and gen- 


...a private individual, 
has no legal duty whatsoever 
to talk to or otherwise cooperate 
with a BflTF agent, it is a sad 
commentary on our times and the 
state of our federal government 
(and especially BATF) that the 
appropriate legal advice from a 
defense lawyer to a non-licensee 
can be encapsulated in a single 
sentence called Buie One: 
Silence is golden; or what part 
of “no” don’t you understand? 
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A high percentage of non-violent federal gun crimes committed in the United States 
... are manufactured by BATF — they would never have happened if BATF had not 
planted the idea and created the opportunity... Your response should be precisely the 
same whether it ultimately turns out that you were speaking to a government micro¬ 
phone or to the village idiot. You should firmly, but not politely, advise the proponent 
that what he/she is proposing is illegal and that he/she is no longer welcome ... 
politeness is not called for when someone is either intentionally or ignorantly solic¬ 
iting you to commit a federal felony. 

If Randy Weaver had told the BATF agent provocateur to go to hell when solicited 
to saw-off two shotgun barrels a quarter-inch short of legal, his wife and son would be 
alive today. Here the media and various officials mill about Weaver's back yard, exam¬ 
ining his “arsenal.” 


erally is not targeted at you. However, if you 
sense that the inquiry is, in fact, targeted at 
you, you should immediately terminate the 
inquiry, ask the agents to leave the premises 
(after which they are legally trespassers), 
request them to put their inquiry in writing, 
and seek legal counsel Remember rule one. 

Failure to cooperate in a tracing request 
can put your license at risk, but loss of a 
license (or the expense of defending it) 
compares very favorably with a prison sen¬ 
tence (or the cost of defending a criminal 
indictment). And your license is not realisti¬ 
cally at risk if BATF is trying to further a 
criminal investigation of you through a pre¬ 
text tracing inquiry. The majority of all 
inmates talk their way into prison; you have 
no legal obligation to help put yourself 
there. This type of confrontation is an IQ 
test. Don’t flunk it: Remember rule one. 

Clients occasionally inquire about tape¬ 
recording their telephone or in-person con¬ 
versations with BATF employees (and oth¬ 
ers). This is legal under federal law so long 
as one party to the conversation (you) knows 
of the interception. However, state laws vary 
on the issue and you should be certain that 
such consensual recording is legal under the 
law of the state where the recording is taking 
place. You should never record a conversa¬ 
tion (telephone or otherwise) where no party 
knows of the interception. 

This is a felony violation of the federal 
wiretapping statute, and you are creating the 
very evidence needed to prove it. You can, 
of course, legally tape-record any transac¬ 
tion in any jurisdiction when all parties are 
aware of the taping. 

The Third-Party Inquiry 

A third-party inquiry is broader than a 
simple tracing inquiry, but otherwise 
involves the same principles and recom¬ 
mended reactions. It could be a telephone 
call, but will ordinarily be a personal visit 
by one or more special agents who are after 
more detailed information than just the 
acquisition and disposition of one or more 
firearms which have passed into or through 
your inventory. All other factors remain the 
same and your responses should be the 
same as for the in-person tracing inquiry. 

Needless to say, if the inquiry is not 
about a third-party transaction but rather is 
directed solely at you, invoke rule one and 
seek legal counsel immediately. 

Remember, refusing to talk to federal 
criminal investigators and seeking legal 
counsel are not admissions of guilt or signs 
of a guilty conscience. They are manifesta¬ 
tions that you are an American citizen aware 
of your legal rights and an individual who 
will not be bullied, coerced or frightened into 
giving up those rights. The agents already 
believe you are guilty; their job is to prove it. 
Your job is to avoid helping them prove it. 

The Undercover Solicitation 

This may be a contact by BATF which, 
if you are fortunate, you never learn was 
made. It is a sad fact that a high percentage 
of non-violent federal gun crimes commit- 
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ted in the United States (perhaps even a 
majority) are manufactured by BATF — 
crimes that would never have occurred but 
for the fact of an offer from or solicitation 
by a BATF informant or undercover agent 
to an unwitting citizen. Technically, most of 
these BATF-sponsored offenses do not rise 
to legal entrapment. But they would never 
have happened if BATF had not planted the 
idea and created the opportunity. This is 
done for the simplest and ugliest of all 
bureaucratic reasons: agent and agency self- 
preservation and budget and case statistics. 

Sometimes you will know you are being 
shopped — perhaps by recognizing the 
agent or perhaps by the sheer stupidity of 
the approach. You are probably also being 
recorded, possibly even videotaped. Your 
response should be precisely the same 
whether it ultimately turns out that you were 
speaking to a government microphone or to 
the village idiot. You should firmly, but not 
politely, advise the proponent that what 
he/she is proposing is illegal and that he/she 
is no longer welcome on your premises or at 
your table. Then remember rule one. Do not 
engage in a discussion of the law or alterna¬ 
tive solutions to the “customer’s” proposal; 
terminate the conversation. Politeness is not 
called for when someone is either intention¬ 
ally or ignorantly soliciting you to commit a 
federal felony. And your politeness on a fed¬ 
eral tape recording in a subsequent criminal 
prosecution can often be construed as acqui¬ 
escence in or lack of strong feeling about 
committing a crime. 

Some of my bolder clients, who are truly 
tired of being harassed this way, are fully 
prepared to make a citizen’s arrest in such 
circumstances and then call the local sheriff 
to come collect the offender (attempts and 
solicitations to commit an offense are also 
crimes under federal and state law). If this 
appeals to you, make sure first that the law 
of your state permits a citizen’s arrest. 
Know the amount of legal force you can use 
to effect such an arrest. Then cuff the son- 
of-a-bitch and give him a taste of what he’s 
probably trying to do to you. 

A criminal solicitation by someone 
you’ve known for years, and who you know 
cannot be an agent, is especially dangerous. 
It probably means that your acquaintance 
has gotten his own tail in a crack and is now 
making cases for BATF in an attempt to 
lighten his own load. Finally, bear in mind 
that an undercover approach may be made 
by a female agent or by a mixed couple. 

The Compliance Inspection 

Compliance inspections are conducted 
by inspectors of the regulatory enforcement 
branch of BATF. These individuals have no 
criminal law-enforcement authority — or 
training (although they have recently been 
issued badges, perhaps in an effort to bolster 
morale or create an appearance of authority 
for low-paid personnel). Theoretically, 
inspectors are charged with the civil and reg¬ 
ulatory aspects of firearms law. They do not 
have the power of arrest or the authority to 
serve subpoenas or warrants. Nor may they 


make seizures of any kind. I say “theoreti¬ 
cally” because in some recent instances 
inspectors have been observed accompany¬ 
ing special agents on raids and even illegal¬ 
ly carrying firearms. In short, there are some 
cop wannabes among the inspector force 
whose intrinsic suspicion of firearms dealers 
as criminals must be guarded against. 

The legally-authorized purpose of com¬ 
pliance inspections (and pre-licensing 
inspections) is to ensure that the firearms 
statutes are generally being complied with by 
the firearms industry. The true job of inspec¬ 
tors is to spot and correct discrepancies in 
compliance with federal firearms statutes, to 
establish the qualifications of license appli¬ 
cants, and to enforce and collect the excise 
tax on the manufacture and importation of 
firearms. If an inspector discovers evidence 
of a criminal violation he is supposed to 
make a referral to the criminal enforcement 
branch of BATF (the special agents). 


As a licensee you are required to display 
your license on your licensed premises, to 
maintain certain required books and records 
accurately, and to submit to a compliance 
inspection of your licensed premises, your 
inventory and your required records as often 
as once annually. 

The only firearms records which you are 
required by law to maintain, and to submit 
for inspection, are an acquisition and dispo¬ 
sition book (your bound book), original 
BATF Forms 4473, Firearms Transaction 
Record for each firearm sold, and your 
retained copies (copy 4) of BATF Forms 
3310.4, Report of Multiple Sale or Other 
Disposition of Pistols and Revolvers for 
each multiple sale of handguns. Special 
occupational taxpayers may also be 


required to produce their Forms 2, 3, 5, 6 
and 10 for firearms on hand. There may be 
additional state-law records required of a 
dealer, but BATF has no jurisdiction over 
these records and arguably no jurisdiction to 
inspect them. 

When a BATF inspector shows up for a 
compliance inspection, require credentials 
to be displayed by everyone present and 
note the full name of the inspectors in writ¬ 
ing. Never permit a special agent or a state 
or local or non-B ATF federal official to par¬ 
ticipate in a compliance inspection. These 
individuals have no authority under the 
inspection laws, and are there for some dif¬ 
ferent (and more ominous) reason. A state 
official might have independent state-law 
authority to conduct an inspection or inves¬ 
tigation, but he has no right to do it in tan¬ 
dem with a BATF compliance inspection. 
You should require other inspectors or 
investigators to get in line so that you can 


deal with them at a separate time. If they 
refuse to leave, call the sheriff and swear 
out a trespassing complaint. If a BATF spe¬ 
cial agent, a firearms specialist from 
BATF’s Technology Branch in Washington 
(part of the criminal-enforcement branch), 
or other criminal law-enforcement type is 
present, this is not an ordinary compliance 
inspection and you should immediately ter¬ 
minate it, direct the individuals to leave and 
contact legal counsel. 

BATF inspectors can inspect at any time 
during your listed business hours, without 
prior notice or appointment. If they do not 
give you advance notice then restrict their 
inspection activities to your fisted hours. If 
you are subjected to an unannounced 
inspection, be on guard. You may be under 



Author notes there is no circumstance where you want an ATF agent in your home. 
Indeed, you probably wouldn’t even want to talk to one, considering how their ranks are 
riddled with bald-faced, highly-dangerous liars. Here agent Herb Byerly, right, prepares 
to perjure himself before the congressional committee investigating Ruby Ridge, claim¬ 
ing numerous lies about Weaver in official documents attributed to him were “typo¬ 
graphical errors.” Liars can be tolerated in a fishing camp — but in law enforcement 
they get innocent people, and good cops, killed. 
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When a raid team shows up at your premises and announces 
(usually by breaking down your door, sometimes by killing your 
dogs and throwing flash bang grenades at your women and chil¬ 
dren) ... that they have a federal search warrant, you must... 
attempt to stabilize the situation until some of their law-enforce¬ 
ment adrenaline (the most dangerous drug on the street) has 
bled off. If only a search warrant is involved, you must ... Try to 
note and record the identities of as many participants as possi¬ 
ble... Ask for a copy of the warrant... Disable... your telephones 
and fax machines... Gather your family, children and pets and 
leave the premises...[and] Call your lawyer. 

A federal search warrant authorizes only the search of a 


specified premises and only the seizure of specifically described 
items... A search warrant does not authorize agents to arrest you 
or anyone else on the premises ... and it does not authorize them 
to handcuff you, restrict you to a particular place or prevent you 
from leaving... There is no useful purpose your remaining on the 
premises can serve. 

Even if David Koresh had possessed contraband and ulti¬ 
mately been arrested, had he followed the above advice, more 
than eighty people would still be alive today. Here, a military heli¬ 
copter buzzes the Branch Davidian compound at Waco on day 25 
of the siege and standoff that ended in a conflagration and 
dozens of needless deaths. 


suspicion or you may be dealing with one of 
the cop wannabes. If the inspector has the 
courtesy to advise you ahead of time of an 
intended inspection you are free to, and 
should, accommodate the time, date and 
hours of inspection to the inspector’s con¬ 
venience. You should never consent to more 
than one compliance inspection in any 
twelve-month period: Require BATF to 
obtain an inspection warrant and immedi¬ 
ately seek legal counsel. 

Under general principles of law a com¬ 
pliance inspection must be “reasonable” in 
terms of time, duration, scope, number of 
inspectors, lack of disruption to your busi¬ 
ness, etc. If the inspector is reasonable and 
professional, you should be too. The 
process does not have to be adversarial or 
antagonistic. If the inspector is not reason¬ 
able or professional, keep in mind that your 
license does not require you to talk to him, 
or to provide him access to your copy 
machine, rest room, etc. If you are dealing 
with an idiot, remember rule one — and let 


him bring his own copy machine. Also 
remember that he has no right to use your 
electricity. 

The inspector is legally entitled to 
inspect all your required records, your busi¬ 
ness premises, and your firearms inventory. 
He is legally entitled to inspect nothing else. 
You should not permit inspection of non- 
required records unless there is a satisfacto¬ 
ry explanation of why it is desired (such as 
inspecting a purchase or sale invoice for the 
correct serial number where the bound book 
and the Form 4473 show different serial 
numbers for the same firearm). 

You should not permit inspection of 
non-business portions of the premises when 
your home is the licensed premises. (When 
your business is conducted from your home, 
you should carefully delineate that portion 
dedicated to the firearms business and con¬ 
fine the business strictly to that portion of 
the premises.) 

You should accommodate the inspector 
by making copies of any records desired 


(within reason). In an compliance inspec¬ 
tion, never permit original records (or 
firearms or other property) to be removed 
from the premises without a summons, sub¬ 
poena or court order, and without seeking 
legal counsel. The inspector has no power 
of seizure and may attempt to bluff his way 
into removing original records or may try to 
obtain your consent. Do not be bluffed and 
do not consent. Inspections should be con¬ 
ducted on your premises. (If you store 
firearms off premises, the inspector is also 
entitled to inspect such storage facilities.) 

A compliance inspection of a special 
occupational taxpayer will begin with the 
inspector attempting to reconcile his NFA 
Branch printout of Title II firearms shown 
as registered to you in BATF’s records with 
the actual Title II firearms in your posses¬ 
sion. He will be unable to do so because of 
the abysmal state of the national registry. 
Have mercy on him and help BATF untan¬ 
gle its records. Try to refrain from thinking 
about whose records and recordkeeping 
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should really be under audit here. The 
inspector will also likely need your techni¬ 
cal expertise in identifying anything more 
esoteric than a rifle, pistol or shotgun. Try to 
conceal your contempt for a “federal 
firearms inspector” who probably doesn’t 
know a wipe from a baffle, or a lightning 
link from a drop-in sear, and who may think 
a Mauser broomhandle is something used 
by a German hausfrau. 

If you are a firearms manufacturer or 
importer, an inspector may plan to conduct 
an excise tax audit at the same time as a 
compliance inspection. The authority for 
these two types of inspections/audits derive 
from entirely different legal authorities and 
they involve entirely separate legal consider¬ 
ations. You should insist that either the audit 
or the inspection be conducted first and sep¬ 
arately. The reasons are expanded on below. 

Curio and relic (collector) licensees have 
the legal option of bringing their records 
and firearms to the nearest designated 
BATF office for a compliance inspection. 
Although I am unaware of any compliance 
inspection of a collector, this is an option to 
be considered seriously. 

The simple truth is that you never want a 
BATF employee in your home if it can be 
avoided. 

In summary, the firearms regulatory 
process does not assume you are a criminal, 
but rather seeks to ensure that dealers gen¬ 
erally are complying with the requirements 
of the law. If bona fide, the process does not 
require invocation of your various rights to 
notice, counsel, warning, non-self-incrimi¬ 
nation, etc., which all come into play when 
you are the target of a criminal investiga¬ 
tion. Unfortunately, BATF sometimes 
attempts to avoid these constitutional 
“inconveniences” by illegally using the 
access of civil inspectors to further a crimi¬ 
nal investigation without alerting the target¬ 
ed dealer. You should never cooperate in 
such a subterfuge. 

The Excise Tax Audit 

If you are simply a dealer in firearms or 
ammunition, you will have no occasion to 
undergo an excise tax audit. However, if 
you manufacture or import firearms or 
ammunition you are subject to audit by the 
regulatory enforcement branch of BATF. 

The manufacturer’s excise tax on 
firearms and ammunition is one of the most 
complex and least understood federal tax 
statutes. It is said that only three people in 
the world completely understand it: one is 
dead, one went mad trying to explain it, and 
modesty prevents me from naming the 
third. Suffice to say, however, that BATF, 
which acquired jurisdiction over the tax 
from IRS in 1991, is hopelessly inept in 
administering it. 

An excise tax audit is governed by the 
general principles of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 and not the National Firearms 
Act of 1934 or the Gun Control Act of 1968. 

You are required to maintain the same 
records any other taxpayer/retum filer is 
required to maintain: whatever records are 


necessary to support the figures on your 
return. There are no records specifically 
required by law to be maintained such as 
those required of dealers by the Gun Control 
Act. And, absent tax fraud or evasion, there 
are no criminal penalties for failing to main¬ 
tain such records. Therefore, the only penal¬ 
ty for failing to keep excise tax records, or to 
produce them, is that BATF could choose to 
treat all your sales as taxable events. 

As a practical matter, a logbook of oper¬ 
able Title I firearms manufactured by you 
plus any BATF Forms 2 (Title II firearms 
manufactured by you), and a file of BATF 
Forms 6A, operable firearms imported by 
you, accompanied by your bound book 
showing the same firearms sold by you and 
sales invoices showing the sale price, would 
be all the records required for a proper 



Remember when dealing with the BATF, 
that they even lie to and about each 
other... Agents Chojnacki and Sarabyn, 
shown here trying to explain to congress 
what went wrong at Waco, knew the raid 
had been compromised, but lied to their 
own agents about knowing their cover 
had been blown and let them jump into 
the biggest law-enforcement disaster in 
U.S. history. They tried to blame the one 
agent who begged them to call it off. 
Canned, threats of exposing higher-ups 
got them back on the salary. This is how 
they treat their associates, and their oath 
of office: how would you expect them to 
treat you? 


excise tax audit (in addition, perhaps to 
your retained copies of excise tax returns 
filed). You should decline to produce any 
other records for an excise tax audit unless 
you have an alternative pricing issue under 
the excise tax regulations or tax-exempt 
sales (to a government entity, the military, 
or for export). 

You should also be aware that the defin¬ 
ition of “firearm” under the excise tax 
statute is different from other statutory def¬ 
initions of “firearm.” Excise-taxable 
firearms are only those complete, portable, 
firearms which go bang. 

The tax does not apply to crew-served 
weapons, silencers, frames or receivers, con¬ 
version kits, parts, most destructive devices, 
etc., etc. The tax only becomes due on a sale 
or its commercial equivalent. A transfer of a 
complete Title II firearm which goes bang is 
not always a sale and does not always trig¬ 


ger the excise tax. Even when it is a sale, it 
is not taxable if the Title II transfer tax is 
being paid (a Form 4 transfer). There is also 
no excise tax due on the manufacture or 
importation and sale of blank ammunition. I 
cover these points because BATF inspectors 
are generally excise-tax illiterate and much 
excise tax is asserted and collected which is 
not legally due and owing. If you are a 
firearms manufacturer or exporter, you 
should have competent tax counsel. 

The Raid 

This is an event which means you are in 
deep, serious trouble. It is the execution of a 
judicially-issued search and seizure warrant 
(and occasionally also an arrest warrant) by 
BATF special agents, frequently accompa¬ 
nied by agents of other federal or local 
agencies, on premises owned, occupied or 
inhabited by you. 

When a raid team shows up at your 
premises and announces (usually by break¬ 
ing down your door, sometimes by killing 
your dogs and throwing flash-bang 
grenades at your women and children) that 
they have a federal search warrant, you 
must instantly do several things. You must 
first of all mentally assimilate the fact that 
they are law officers rather than a rampag¬ 
ing motorcycle gang (which they often 
resemble in both appearance and behavior). 
Having identified them as law rather than 
outlaw, you must freeze in-place in a non- 
threatening posture and attempt to stabilize 
the situation until some of their law- 
enforcement adrenalin (the most dangerous 
drug on the street) has bled off. If only a 
search warrant is involved, you must then 
recover your wits sufficiently to do the fol¬ 
lowing: 

(A) Try to note and record the identities 
of as many participants as possible, by 
name, agency, badge number, and physical 
description. 

(B) Ask for a copy of the warrant. 

(C) Disable — not unplug, disable — 
your telephones and fax machines. 

(D) Gather your family, children and 
pets and leave the premises. 

(E) Call your lawyer. 

You may be prevented from doing some 
or all of the above things by legally illiterate 
agents, but that will simply lay the founda¬ 
tion for your own day in court. 

A federal search warrant authorizes only 
the search of a specified premises and only 
the seizure of specifically described items. 
Corollary to the execution of a warrant, the 
law permits the agents to make a forcible 
entry if that becomes necessaiy after knock¬ 
ing and announcing their identity and pur¬ 
pose, to control the premises, and to take 
reasonable precautions for their own safety 
— such as a pat down for weapons of those 
persons present and assigning an agent to 
watch over and accompany anyone moving 
about on the premises. The law authorizes 
the agents to prevent the destruction of evi¬ 
dence or contraband and it protects them 

Continued on page 72 
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is an upbeat H’mong resistance patrol that moves into our 
position in Xaignabouri Province, Laos. 

The operation has gone well. Decimated first by the 
blast from a homemade claymore, then hit with small arms, the com¬ 
munists suffered four dead. The patrol lost no one. More importantly, 
it captured two rifles, and more than 160 rounds of ammo. 

Of such small successes are guerrilla wars won — especially in 
Xaignabouri. 

The Lao have set their energies to the elimination of another way 
of life — that of the tribesmen who cluster about on my ridgeline. 
These are the H’mong. Small, tough people who stick to the hills, they 
fight a lonely battle for survival. 

‘The Lao government tells their people to kill us, and they do,” 
says a diminutive soldier, less than 5 feet tall. ‘They come to kill us 
because we are H’mong. We do not want to fight, but we must — to 
save our culture, our writing, our beliefs, our language. These are 
important to be human, to be a person of the world.” 

He speaks with passion, as “Group 2,” led by Pang Chang Her, 30, 
begins to relax. It has been a hard two weeks. As they go through their 
debriefing, combatant after combatant mentions the key role played by 
Xiong Por, 34. He was everywhere, the men recount, even after he was 
wounded. 

The more they describe him, the more I know this is a man I must 
meet. Word is out to the patrol that there’s a foreign photographer 
looking for some good shots, and eventually an Asian Charlie Brown 


Contact! Lao RPG attack pounds H’mong patrol as Pang Chang 
Her gives the alarm, (below) Blast from communist PG round nails 
Xiong Por, knocks author flat, (inset) Before author could refocus, 
Xiong Por was returning fire with RPGs, grenade launchers, small 
arms — everything his comrades would hand him. 




sidles up, grins and says, “You want action, you come with me.” 

“This can’t be Xiong Por,” I’m thinking. “Xiong Por the 
Brave? Xiong Por the Fierce? Xiong Por the Terrible-in-a-Fight 
and Xiong Por the Thank-Goodness-He's-On-Our-Side?” 

Yet it is. And a more mild-mannered fellow you could not 
hope to meet. Soft spoken, kind, considerate ... in the village, 
the model citizen. But can he fight! I saw him, weeks later, go 
down as a Lao RPG-7 round blew up, it seemed, right in his 
face. I went over backwards myself from the blast. 

He was up before I could get the camera focused again. 
Blood streaming down his face, he threw back everything but 
the kitchen sink. The other troops literally fed him weapons as 
he pumped rounds into the communist positions — RPG, 
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grenade launcher, rifle. He probably would have thrown my cam¬ 
era, had I handed it to him! 

All the while his expression barely changed. He just did it 
Later, as we raced through the bush, mortar shells and RPG rounds 
going off all around, machine-gun fire to the rear, Pang Chang Her 
asked him if he was all right. 

“I think they hurt me,” was all he said. 

Pang Chang Her kissed Xiong Por’s forehead. I gave him my 
first-aid wrap, which he gratefully accepted — and put in his pock¬ 
et l Off we went 

It was many hours before Xiong Por was treated: They put some 
iodine on the shrapnel. There was no way to extract it He never 
said a word. And afterwards, safe in camp, he had only one request: 


Would I tell his wife in the States that I had seen him and that he was 
fine? I said I would be honored. 

What motivates such a man? One evening, by a flickering fire in 
a smoke-filled bamboo hut, he tells me: “I joined Chao Fa [theresis¬ 
tance movement] in 1976, because the Lao, after the Vietnam War, 
said the H’mong and the Lao could live in peace. But then they start¬ 
ed to round up all our leaders who had fought with Vang Pao [the 
H’mong leader enlisted by the CIA]. Plus, because we have differ¬ 
ent customs, they kept trying to kill us. That’s why we fight.” 

Struggle for Survival 

What more noble cause can there be? A brave race, the H’mong, 
struggles on amidst the near-total silence of the world. “We want to 
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know why no one helps us,” says Yang 
Ching Cheng, son of a farmer from 
Xiengkhouang Province. “Why do some 
countries have programs to save natural 
resources, trees, and plants, even animals, 
but not for H’mong lives? Are we not as 
important as the trees or the animals?” 

It is a question that lingers, like the mists 
that shroud the hills at this time of year, the 
rainy season. 

The largest of the roughly 100 ethnic 
minorities who inhabit Laos, the H’mong 
once tallied more than 300,000 in a nation¬ 
al population of only 3.5 million. Their 
numbers within Laos itself have dwindled 
to less than a third of that. 

And now, the H’mong fear for the sur¬ 
vival of their way of life. Thus, though their 
conflict is often portrayed as a remnant of 
the Second Indochina War — the commu¬ 
nist Lao settling old scores with their most 
tenacious foe, the so-called CIA “Secret 
Army” of Vang Pao — it is not ideology but 
the specter of genocide that drives the resis¬ 
tance movement of the “Chao Fa” (literally 
“God’s disciples” but translated by the 
H’mong themselves as “Sky Soldiers”) 
against the Lao government. 

Says Yanq Teng, 39, Secretary General 
of the Ethnic Liberation Organization of 
Laos (ELOL), the umbrella body created by 



In base village, H’mong workers labori¬ 
ously build packing crates for munitions 
and supplies by hand, from native wood. 
Canisters for improvised explosive 
charges are built the same way. 



Greeted by pot-bellied pigs and pot-bel¬ 
lied progeny, H’mong patrol returns to vil¬ 
lage. Kept small and kept moving, vil¬ 
lages, as patrols, become vulnerable if 
they reach significant size. Will these 
H’mong children have a future as 
H’mong? “Why do some countries have 
programs to save natural resources, 
trees, and plants, even animals, but not 
for H’mong lives? Are we not as important 
as the trees or the animals” they ask? 



Back in camp following earlier ambush, Xiong Por shows off Russian AKM and Chinese 
SKS captured from Lao troops. No longer receiving support from Chinese, Americans 
or Thais, H’mong build their resistance army one rifle, one ambush at a time. 


Chao Fa to encourage other minorities to 
fight with it, “We have forgotten all about 
Vietnam. We have forgotten about commu¬ 
nists or capitalists. We do not fight for these 
things but for the H’mong, We have our 
own culture, our own social structure, 
everything different from other people. We 
want to live our own lives. We do not want 
to destroy Laos or the Lao government 
That’s someone else’s problem. What we 
want is to be H’mong. We have our own 
culture and letters [language]. That is the 
goal for which we fight” 

As patrols armed with a bewildering 
array of modem weapons leave for “the 
front,” communicating by ICGM radio, 
aged holy men labor to produce thick, hand- 
lettered and illustrated volumes of H’mong 
folklore and customs. The script is not 
romanized characters, adopted by mission¬ 
aries to the H’mong tonal language, but the 
Sanskrit-like writing of the H’mong them¬ 
selves, a unique script invented by an illit¬ 
erate farmer, Yang Shang Li. The drive to 
record what is known before the memories 
vanish is all-encompassing. 

Birth of Resistance 

Best evidence indicates that it was the 
communist threat to this vision of cultural 
identity and survival that prompted the orig¬ 
inal H’mong resistance in the immediate 
post-World War II years. Then, Ho Chi 
Minh and his Viet Minh made their base in 
the Vietnamese northwest and Lao north¬ 
east, rugged hill country all. In the process, 
they gained some H’mong converts, but 
even more H’mong enemies. 

“The H’mong custom is democratic,” 
relates Nou Tou Kue, 51, a former primary 


school student now working to procure sup¬ 
plies —and whose father, 53, still shoulders 
a rifle. “You can do whatever you want..,. 
The communists tell us we must stop every:* 
thing ... So the H’mong join with the 
Americans in [the] Vietnam [War].” 

Vang Pao, a H’mong officer in the Royal 
Lao Army, served as the vehicle to rally vir¬ 
tually the entire H’mong populace in sup¬ 
port of the Allied war effort. But even 
before Vang Pao’s American-assisted rise to 
prominence, the H’mong resistance move¬ 
ment already existed, as did the core of the 
Chao Fa movement, though it is unclear that 
it was called such at the time. When the 
Americans offered the hill revolt iqodem 
arms to resist “the Vietnam,” as the H’mong 
invariably term the foe, the tribesmen 
accepted with alacrity. For it was the 
Vietnamese communists, rarely the inept 
Pathet Lao, who did the fighting in Laos. 

However, when communist victories in 
the other two Indo-China states, Vietnam 
and Cambodia, insured that Laos, too, would 
fall, Vang Pao and the senior “Secret Army” 
leaders agreed to leave the country. In 
return, the H’mong were promised amnesty. 

They did, in fact, demobilize and return 
to their clearings in the hills; but the Lao, 
controlled by their Vietnamese “advisers” 
were unwilling to let bygones be bygones. 
They set spark to tinder by launching a cam¬ 
paign of murder and arrest against former 
“Secret Army” personnel. Clan loyalties 
being what they were, they soon faced a 
conflagration: Chao Fa. 

Hence, the present struggle stems princi¬ 
pally from post rather than pre-1975 events. 
Recounts Chao Her, a soldier working with 
the cadre organizing the populace, “My 
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father was a soldier in General Vang Pao’s 
army. He was a soldier, only a soldier ... But 
in 1982 the Lao Army came to kill my 
father. They killed him in the fields with my 
older brother... So I joined Chao Fa. I have 
three younger brothers. We all joined/’ 

It is a story that has been repeated in 
myriad versions. For, faced with resistance, 
the communists unleashed an all-out assault 
on the H’mong people. It was then that the 
“yellow rain” attacks began. 

Communist Chemical Warfare 

A persuasive body of evidence, to include 
signals intelligence, supports the contention 
that the communists utilized chemical war¬ 
fare, particularly in attacks on H’mong 
strongholds deep inside Laos. That the pre¬ 
cise agent continues to elude analysis by spe¬ 
cialists remains a source of considerable 
frustration for all concerned with the issue — 
more so since the attacks apparently contin¬ 
ue, having been witnessed on at least one 
occasion by Thai military personnel. 

For the H’mong themselves, there is no 
question. Asked to comment on the theory 
that “yellow rain” is, put bluntly, bee drop¬ 
pings, Yang Ching Cheng grows quite ani¬ 
mated. “We’ve been in Laos more than a 
hundred years,” he exclaims, “and we’ve 
never seen the bees dropping on us. Only 
since 1976 to now. We don’t care who 
believes, but we know we have never died 
before from bee droppings. We’ve always 
eaten bee products. Why does this stuff only 
drop where we are? Such attacks always 
precede by one or two months the commu¬ 
nist ground assaults on us. 

“These chemical weapons have caused 
much sickness for us. If the drops go on 
your skin, and you wash, you’re OK. But if 
you don’t, in a few hours you will feel 
weak, eyes running, nose running, dizzi¬ 
ness, headache, pain in the eyes like they 



Yang Teng, (left) Secretary General of the 
Ethnic Liberation Organization of Laos 
(ELOL), an umbrella body created by the 
Chao Fa to encourage other downtrodden 
minorities to fight with it, and author in 
editor’s uniform. Notes Yang, “We do not 
want to destroy Laos or the Lao govern¬ 
ment. That’s someone else’s problem ... 
What we want is to be H’mong.” 

will come out of your head. You get nausea, 
hard to breathe; watery diarrhea comes 
Very quickly.” 

Questioned in Bangkok on the condition 
he not be named, an official attached to the 
U.S. Embassy confirmed the presence of 
apparent chemical weapons casualties in the 
Nan Hospital. The medical personnel there, 
in fact, were convinced chemical agents 
were being used, and they initially talked 
freely with several Western reporters and 
observers. But when articles appeared. 


quoting the personnel, they were ordered 
not to give any further interviews. 

As for the U.S. reaction, the official 
observed laconically, “No one cares in 
Washington. Word is, it’s not happening — 
so it isn’t.” 

His demeanor, of course, hammers home 
the obvious: It is. 

Previously a combatant, now assigned 
the task of administering to sick and wound¬ 
ed, “Dr.” Lor Chong Blia has no formal 
medical training — he has never even been 
out of the hills. Yet he proceeds with aston¬ 
ishing knowledge and skill, even while ask¬ 
ing if I can get him a book on surgery. 

“I need that very much,” he states mat- 
ter-of-factly, “because I do not know how to 
fix these [he points at the mass of tom tissue 
on a 16-year-old soldier]. Most wounds I 
have seen like this heal in about two 
months. We put traditional medicine on, and 
the skin [tissue] grows back together. 

“It all depends upon the herbs that are 
available. Some are very strong, others not 
so good. Some places we can get a lot, oth¬ 
ers not so much. The ones in this place are 
not very strong. But he [the youth] has no 
fever, and there is no puss. With no infec¬ 
tion, he should recover. 

“We wanted to take him to a hospital in 
Thailand,” he continues, “but he said no. He 
is afraid. We try not to use the Thai hospi¬ 
tals, because their way of dealing with 
everything is to cut it off. Even a wound in 
the hand or the foot, they cut off the limb.” 

While “yellow rain” may be the most 
sensational killer in the communist arsenal, 
more common — and no less deadly — is 
good old-fashioned slaughter. The Lao 
attempt to deal with the guerrilla fish in the 
popular sea by draining the whole ocean: 
Rather than going after the guerrillas, whom 
they cannot catch, they directly attack their 
host population. 

Recounts a H’mong combatant, “The 
communists always try to kill the villagers, 
to massacre them. We have no money for 
cameras to show what they do. We only 
have the eyes to see. Yet what I say always 
happens, always.” 

Adds another, Moua Pa Kao, a farmer 
now in charge of a support base area just 
inside Laos, “I am from Phu Bia. In 1980 
the Lao government attacked my village. I 
have now five children, four sons and one 
daughter. I had ten — three more boys and 
two more girls — but the Lao soldiers 
killed them. 

The Lao Army killed many of us before 
we could move [scatter] to many places.” 
Neither chemicals nor the wholesale mas¬ 
sacre of Villages, however, has succeeded in 
snuffing out H’mong resistance. It contin¬ 
ues in all of the traditional areas of H’mong 
settlement in Laos. 

Uncertain Future 

Yet the future can only be viewed with 
disquiet. Having cut recent deals with 
Burma and Laos — better relations in 

Continued on page 65 



In human terms, the resistance is very costly — 
but not to resist Laotian attempts at genocide 
would be suicide. Gassed by their government, 
ignored by the world, short of everything 
except heart and courage, H’mong casualties 
receive only the most basic medical treatment. 
Here, self-trained doctor administers folk medi¬ 
cine — leaf poultices and condolences — to 
young soldier. Medicine available in Thailand is 
not favored by H’mong as treatment usually 
entails cutting off the limb far above the prob¬ 
lem (inset). Amputation is hard for H’mong 
men, who live to support their families. 
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GOOD BOMBS. PART 2 


Mangled bodies cover Sarajevo’s 
Mrkale marketplace following 
Bosnia Serb 120mm-mortar attack, 
28 August 1995, that killed 38. 
Incident provoked NATO’s ambi¬ 
tious air campaign, Operation 
Deliberate Force, that savaged the 
forces of Gen. Ratko Mladic. 


AFP/Bettmann 


Balkan Blitz Leads To Ceasefire 


by Jack Devlin 


II 28 August 1995, sunlight bathed 
11 Sarajevo’s Mrkale market. 

At 1021, a 120mm mortar shell tore into the crowd¬ 
ed area. Smoke from the awful explosion cleared, 
revealing a ghastly scene of limbless torsos and head¬ 
less bodies. Thirty-eight men, women, and children 
died; 85 more thrashed in agony. 

In his Naples headquarters, U.S. Admiral Leighton 
Smith, Jr., NATO’s southern commander, angrily 
clenched the Flash message. He contacted U.N. 
Protective Force (UNPROFOR) headquarters in 
Zagreb. 

As soon as it was certain whether the Bosnian Serb 
Army had fired the mortar, Smith said, he would rec¬ 
ommend unleashing Operation Deliberate Force. 
French General Bernard Janvier was on leave, so 
British Lieutenant General Rupert Smith in Sarajevo 
held UNPROFOR authority. 

“I concur with your recommendation, Admiral,” he 
replied. 


General Smith needed time to remove peacekeep¬ 
ers from outposts behind Bosnian Serb lines. He also 
wanted to maneuver his rapid-reaction armor and 
artillery on Mt. Ingram, above Sarajevo, so they could 
pound BSA gun emplacements around the city. 

That night, UNPROFOR intelligence assets deter¬ 
mined “beyond any reasonable doubt” that it was a 
BSA mortar round. 

The order came jointly from UNPROFOR and 
NATO: “Execute the operation.” 

Just after midnight on 30 August, American F-16C 
Fighting Falcons taxied down the runways of Aviano 
Air Base in Italy. On the way to an aerial tanker above 
the Adriatic Sea, the F-16 pilots saw lines of anti-col¬ 
lision strobe lights, each marking a NATO plane care¬ 
fully “stacked” at different altitudes. Spanish, French, 
Dutch, British, German, and Turkish planes soon 
would join in. 

Spoofing and Shooting 

After refueling, the F-16s flew a holding pattern 
off the Balkan coast. They waited for “Magic,” the big 
AWACS plane orbiting over southern Hungary, to 
send them onto their targets that included BSA com¬ 
mand, control, and communication (C3) sites in the 
mountains around Pale. 

The strike pilots expected a 15-minute delay for 
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U.S. Air Force F-15 Eagle from Aviano Air Base in Italy patrols Bosnian skies, 
enforcing U.N. “no fly” zone over former Yugoslavia. On the ground, multinational 
peacekeepers often came under fire during the bloody civil war. 


the Suppression of Enemy Air Defense 
(SEAD) mission. Specially equipped U.S. 
Navy A-6 Intruders and German 
Tornadoes could detect and jam BSA sur¬ 
face-to-air missile (SAM) sites. And, if 
the fire-control radar of one of the mobile 
SA-6 batteries tried to lock onto a NATO 
plane, F-16C “HARM shooters” would 
launch radar-homing missiles. 

To spoof the SAM sites into using 
their radar, A-6s and F/A-18 Hornets 
unleashed waves of Tactical Air- 
Launched Decoys: small, jet-powered 
drones transmitting powerful radar “sig¬ 
natures” of fighter-bombers. But the BSA 
had to “light up” its SAM radars — a mis¬ 
take rarely made - in order to become a 
target. 

Tonight was no exception. The SEAD 
leaders were frustrated: BSA units only 
used their search radar in one-second 
spikes and left off their fire-control radar. 

After 20 minutes the F-16Cs received 
a radio command. “This is Magic,” a 
British voice intoned. “All aircraft to 
remain ‘feet wet,”’ jargon for “hold off 
the coast.” 

Here comes the ‘cancel 1 order , the 
pilots thought. But the delay was brief. 

“All aircraft are cleared ‘feet dry,’” an 
American voice announced. 


targets near Pale. Once they positively 
identified their aiming points, pilots start¬ 
ed their automatic lock-on sequences and 
waited for targeting computers to release 
GBU-10 laser-guided bombs. They 
recalled their instructions by U.S. Lt. Gen. 
Michael Ryan, commander of NATO’s 
southern air forces: “Unless you’re 
absolutely certain of your target, don’t 
drop your bombs.” 


Night-Flying Birds Of Prey 

The strike pilots rolled southeast. 
Vectoring from one GPS steering point to 
another, the F~16Cs flew in loose forma¬ 
tions to pass northeast of Sarajevo. 

Pilots saw orange flashes ahead: 
explosions of “preemptive” HARMs fired 
by the SEAD aircraft as SAM crews 
briefly illuminated their radar. None of 
the HARMs found a target, but their deto¬ 
nations near the radar antennas scared the 
BSA troops from using fire-control radar. 

The Americans used their forward- 
looking infrared (FLIR) scopes to mark 
initial points and begin their attacks on C3 


Countdowns reached zero. F-16Cs 
lurched as 2,000-pound GBU-lOs 
streaked down invisible laser beams and 
into windows and air vents of C3 targets. 

Ryan sat in the commander’s chair in 
the dimly lit Combined Air Operations 
Center (CAOC) in Vicenza, Italy, watch¬ 
ing colored symbols glimmer on wall- 
mounted situation screens. Officers 
hunched at computer consoles, speaking 
into headsets. Sitreps streamed in: More 
than 90% of the aircraft had hit their tar¬ 
gets. More than 40 NATO planes had 
bombed targets protected by SAMs, but 
not a single missile had been fired at them. 

The long night passed without losses. 
Now came Deliberate Force’s riskier day¬ 
light strikes. 


SAM Up The Pipe 

That afternoon Dutch Lieutenant 
Colonel Jonke Eikelboom led four F- 
16As against an arms depot near Sarajevo. 
NATO aircraft flying SEAD missions 
continued neutralizing the mobile SAMs, 
but as Eikelboom leveled off from his 
bomb run he looked back to see bursts of 
flak matching his altitude. 

The Serbs are waking up , he thought 
grimly. 

Shadow 2-1, another Dutch F-16A fly¬ 
ing nearby, had a closer scrape. The jet 
dove steeply to drop two 2,000-pound 


Bosnian Serb Army ammunition bunker, 20 kilometers west of Sarajevo, explodes 
during NATO air strike in Operation Deliberate Force. 
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“dumb” bombs onto a munitions bunker. As 
the pilot climbed to safety, his headphones 
crackled. 

“Flare!” his wingman radioed. “SAM 7!” 

A shoulder-fired missile had locked 
onto Shadow 2-1. Breaking violently right, 
the pilot rolled into the path of another 
SAM. He released a cascade of bright flares 
and dove. Streams of 23mm tracers then 
lashed toward him. Somehow, the F-16 
escaped undamaged. 

In the Vicenza CAOC, Ryan heard the 
frantic warning of an A-10 “Warthog” pilot: 
“F-16 taking SAMs south of Sarajevo!” As 
Ryan had feared, daylight attacks were 
proving hazardous. 

Two hours later, a shoulder-fired SA-14 
blazed toward a French Mirage 2000 over 
Pale. Captain Frederic Chiffot and weapons 
officer Lt. Jose Souvignet had only seconds 
for countermeasures. But the advanced 
SAM already had locked on. As Chiffot 
rolled hard, the missile exploded in the 
Mirage’s tailpipe. The crewmen ejected. 

“Mayday,” Chiffot called on his survival 
radio as he hung below his parachute. 
“Ebro-33 is down.” 

Bosnian Serb farmer Petar Cosovic 
watched in fascinated horror as the plane 
spun down in flames. Gripping a Luger pis¬ 
tol he captured as a boy during 
World War II, Cosovic dashed 
toward the two parachutists. 

He found Souvignet in the 
grass with a broken leg; 

Chiffot was hurriedly bundling 
parachutes. 

“Halt,” Cosovic yelled, fir¬ 
ing over their heads. Souvignet 
fired back but missed. Cosovic 
leveled his pistol again; Chiffot 
ordered his comrade to cease 
resistance. 

Minutes later an angry 
crowd came panting across the 
meadow waving hatchets and 
scythes. Just then, a squad of 
Bosnian Serb police arrived 


As 1995’s Operation Deliberate Force gave way to 
NATO’s 1996 operation, Joint Endeavor, evidence 
mounted of mass executions of civilians. Here, U.N. 
investigators unearth grave, (above and right) likely of 
Muslims executed by Bosnian Serb soldiers. Balkan 
atrocities, however, are nothing new. Cave discovered 
west of Zagreb (below) contained 9-foot-deep pile of 
adult and child skeletons: Croats slaughtered immedi¬ 
ately after World War II. 


and roughly dragged the Frenchmen into 
their vehicle. As the van drove away the 
policemen examined the airmen’s gear; they 
laughed as one activated the radio beacon. 

Reports reaching the CAOC were frag¬ 
mentary: Ebro-33’s wingman spotted para¬ 
chutes, and other pilots heard a survival 
beacon’s brief transmission. But a German 
recon Tornado, dodging antiaircraft fire to 
photograph the valley, detected nothing. 

Allied Air South headquarters feared the 
worst. The French already had bombed Pale 
on their own initiative in July after BSA 
troops, posing as Legionnaires, murdered 
two officers; a Mirage dropped a laser- 
guided bomb on BSA headquarters, almost 
killing General Ratko Mladic. 

Ryan assured his French counterpart, 
Brigadier General Bernard Guevel, “We’ll 
do everything we can to rescue your men.” 

Stalling For Time 

That afternoon, UNPROFOR comman¬ 
der Janvier contacted BSA Gen. Mladic via 
a mediator, Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic: Air strikes would not end until 
BSA guns threatening Sarajevo were 
removed — or had been “eliminated.” 

Because U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Richard Holbrooke was to discuss a 


cease-fire proposal with Milosevic, Janvier 
also demanded a cessation of hostilities. 
Milosevic asked NATO to stop bombing so 
Janvier and Mladic could discuss the ulti¬ 
matum. Janvier concurred, much to the 
chagrin of NATO South Headquarters. 

Ryan reluctantly set the halt for 0400, 1 
September. 

But when Janvier met Mladic, the BSA 
commander swaggered drunkenly, claim¬ 
ing NATO had killed hundreds of innocent 
civilians. They negotiated all night. When 
Janvier met Adm. Smith the next morning, 
neither was hopeful Mladic actually would 
honor the agreement. But Janvier was 
restrained. 

“Mladic needs time to assess his situa¬ 
tion,” Janvier said. “It’s not reasonable for 
him to move his heavy weapons into the 
open unless he’s sure we won’t bomb him. 
Let’s give them a chance to comply.” 

“I’ll concur,” Smith said, “but I need 
your commitment that if we resume the 
bombing, we hit them hard.” 

Janvier asked that NATO continue to 
spare BSA barracks so the alliance would 
not be accused of blatantly taking sides in 
the war. Despite the pause in bombing, 
rapid-reaction troops continued to fire on 
BSA trenches, and UNPROFOR convoys 
partially broke Sarajevo’s siege. 

The halt, after only two days 
of bombing, outraged NATO 
Secretary General Willy Claes. It 
had taken all of his skill to nego¬ 
tiate consensus on Operation 
Deliberate Force. “You are deal¬ 
ing with old-fashioned Comm¬ 
unists,” Claes shouted over the 
phone at Janvier. 

By 4 September there was 
no sign of a BSA pullback. 

Admiral Smith’s intel staff 
studied images from Predator 
unmanned aerial vehicles show¬ 
ing no BSA movement away 
from the Sarajevo area. As Claes 
had predicted, Mladic merely 
joMarie Fecci was moving his tanks and 
artillery into nearby villages, not 
out of the exclusion zone. 

Smith called Janvier: “I rec¬ 
ommend we resume bombing 
tomorrow morning.” Janvier 
agreed. 

By midday on 5 September, 
NATO fighter-bombers were 
pounding BSA targets. As Ryan 
had feared, the pause wasted 
good weather. Now the typical 
overcast and storms of the 
Balkan autumn returned; NATO 
planes nightly flew through tur¬ 
bulence and fog. But the mes¬ 
sage to Mladic was clear: 
Comply or see your munitions 
depots destroyed. 


Drago Havranek/ courtesy Nick Dodlch 


In Rain And Dark 
Of Night 

Increasing the pressure, 
Ryan authorized NATO aircraft 
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to bomb “Option 2” bridges on which 
Mladic’s forces depended for mobility and 
resupply from the Serb Republic across the 
Drina River. 

The night of 7 September, U.S. Air 
Force Col. Charles Wald and Captain T.O. 
Hanford flew F-16Cs from Aviano to 
destroy an important bridge southeast of 
Sarajevo. The weather was marginal. 

To obey Ryan’s order to avoid civilian 
casualties, any pilots bombing Drina 
bridges had to ignore normal procedures. 
Usually the best way to achieve “good 
bombs” was to line up on the bridge’s axis 
and drop either “dumb” bombs or GBUs. 
But most Drina bridges were flanked by vil¬ 
lages; the F-16Cs had to attack perpendicu¬ 
lar so misses would not hit civilians. The 
tactic wasted bombs and exposed pilots to 
BSA air defenses. 

On this night the far end of the bridge 
was free of buildings; Wald and Hanford 
could line up on the southwest end of the 
target and drop toward the northeast. But 
the weather was uncooperative. 

Rain clouds dipped below the high 
ridgeline forcing pilots to fly within range 
of light air-defense fire. Fortunately, the 
BSA had not redeployed truck-mounted 
23mm cannons to the valley. 

Hanford led. Both F-16Cs were 
blacked out; the pilots had to maintain 
strict speed and separation to avoid a col¬ 
lision. Three times Hanford had the iron- 
trestle bridge locked in his FLIR scope, 
but before he could start the automated 
countdown, rain clouds scudded into the 
path of the laser beam. 

He doubled back, dodging the moun¬ 
tains. Hanford released his bomb. The 
blinking “L” in his FLIR scope winked out 
six seconds before impact; A cloud had 


still might be loose in hills near Pale. A 
German Tornado photographed an arrow 
sign, made of limestone chunks, near the 
spot an American U-2 detected the thermal 
images of two men. Other NATO pilots 
heard fleeting transmissions after calling for 
the Frenchmen on the emergency channel. 
Then a Predator transmitted intriguing evi¬ 
dence: the letters E B R, followed by a pos¬ 
sible O, formed with branches in a pasture. 

Ryan showed Guevel the UAV film. For 
days the French contingent in Vicenza had 
been preoccupied with the airmen even 
while dutifully coordinating Mirage and 
Jaguar fighter-bomber missions. NATO 
doctrine precluded combat search-and-res- 
cue (CSAR) attempts unless downed air¬ 
men had been positively identified by voice 
or visual contact. But Ryan could not 
ignore this evidence. 

“I’m recommending a CSAR reconnais¬ 
sance,” he told Guevel. The Frenchman 
thanked him. Both knew the BSA might be 
preparing a “flak trap” for rescuers. 

In the misty darkness of 7 September, 
two U.S. Air Force MH-53 Pave Low heli¬ 
copters clattered fast and low across a 
rolling valley east of Mostar. Captain Mark 
Harmon, pilot of lead chopper Knife 4-3, 
studied the terrain ahead through night- 
vision goggles. Each helicopter carried an 
Army Special Forces team and a French 
commando. Two A-10s, two F/A-18s and an 
AC-130 gunship orbited unseen. 

“Heads up, guys,” Harmon said as the 
lights winked out in the village ahead. 
“Let’s be ready to get shot at.” 

The night before, they dodged flak and 
heavy machine-gun fire each time a hamlet 
doused its lights at the sound of their 

Continued on page 68 


disrupted the laser beam. Missed. Wald 
was equally frustrated: His two bombs 
already had missed. 

One bomb remaining, Hanford rolled 
onto the target. He held his breath as he 
watched the FLIR’s black-and-white image 
clarify. Hanford released the bomb and 
rolled quickly left, allowing the laser optics 
to track the target. Four seconds later the 
GBU intercepted the laser beam. 

Hanford’s FLIR scope maxed out in a 
blizzard of white as the bomb detonated at 
the center of the span. No BSA tanks would 
be crossing there anytime soon. 

Looking For Downed Pilots 

A secret drama was unfolding. 

Predator UAV images and aerial-recon 
photos suggested the French Ebro-33 crew 



Two leaders in Operation Deliberate 
Force, French Gen. Bernard Janvier (left) 
end U.S. Adm. Leighton Smith, Jr. y share 
lighter moment following press confer¬ 
ence, January 1996, in Sarajevo. 



Amid devastation of Sarajevo’s 
Gmavica section, 12-year-old 
boy plays on wreckage of 
Bosnian Serb Army vehicle, 
a Soviet-made T-55 tank! 


MARCH 1997 ^ SOF 


47 








^ . p _ _ 

PAIN&GAIN 

At Thunder Ranch 

Hardcore Tactics and Training 

by Peter G. Kokalis 

Photos by Chris Mayer 
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Thunder Ranch’s Precision Rifle 1 course 
is designed to provide the student with an 
introduction to the type of training required 
to produce qualified law-enforcement- 
selected marksmen and military snipers. 



P ulsating stabs of excruciating pain 
are shooting up and down your neck 
and back. Insects are crawling over your 
eyelids. Your mouth and throat are cracked 
with thirst. You have severe cramps in both 
legs. Your eye twitches uncontrollably as it 
stays glued to the ocular of your rifle scope. 
You’ve been lying in the prone position for 
more than 30 minutes and the target, 100 
yards downrange, must still pivot one more 
time. When it does, you’ll have just 3 sec¬ 
onds to make the hit. Your suffering has 
almost reached the unbearable. But, guess 
what? No one cares. 


Thunder Ranch, the pace is distinctly high 
speed and low drag. Principally because 
that reflects honcho Clint Smith’s personal¬ 
ity, but also because three weeks is a highly 
compressed time frame in which to even 
approach accomplishing what the Marine 
Corps takes three months to do in its sniper 
training program at Quantico, Va. The 
Precision Rifle series should most certainly 
not be taken lightly, as they are among the 
most physically exhausting and mentally 
demanding programs presented at this 
unique training facility. 

Thunder Ranch (Dept. SOF, HCR 1, Box 


That’s because you’re at Thunder Ranch v Q 53, Mountain Home, TX 78058; phone, 
on the third day of Precision Rifle 1 — the^ ^i-0-640-3138, fax: 210-640-3183), which 

np«/ rnrrpnt fnr th*=> nnnrcp* nnpnpfl in 1 QQ7 ic Qroil/^c rvf 


new, politically correct title for the course 
previously called Countersniper 1 — and 
Thunder Ranch is definitely not a convent 
for the mercy sisters. The first of a sequence 
of three, this course is designed to provide 
the student with an introduction to the type 
of training required to produce qualified 
law-enforcement-selected marksmen and 
military snipers. As with all courses at 


opened in 1993, is located 96 miles west of 
San Antonio, Texas, and 46 miles to the east 
of Kerrville in the rolling-hills karst topog¬ 
raphy of southern Texas on a total of 2,400 
acres. This region, once known principally 
for Texas Longhorn cattle, is now a center 
for exotic game ranches. 

Thunder Ranch’s physical plant is world 
class throughout. There are four ranges. 


Both the Red Range and Orange Range are 
50x50-yard square ranges. Red Range is the 
base range for all handgun-related classes. 
This 20-position facility has turning, sta¬ 
tionary, wobbler and interface target poten¬ 
tial with “cover” structures when required. 

While the Orange Range also has sta¬ 
tionary and wobbler target potential, its 
most prominent facets include a unique 
“charger” system that represents threats 
closing quickly on the student. In addition, 
it also has a two- or four-target setup for 
high-speed lateral running targets with an 
80-foot range of operation. 

The Yellow Range measures 50x100 
yards and has IPSC body-style armored and 
disc-type resetting targets. The target 
options include steel, paper, hostage, sta¬ 
tionary, wobbler and movers. This 20-posi¬ 
tion range is the base range for preliminary 
work in shotgun and some pistol courses. 

Also holding 20 positions, the 50x100- 
yard White Range — base range for the 
Precision Rifle courses — has stationary, 
wobbler and high-speed turning targets 
available. Its numerous portable barricades 
represent protective cover and/or conceal¬ 
ment. Throughout all of his courses, Clint 
frequently emphasizes the important differ¬ 
ence between cover and concealment. 
Concealment will keep you from being 
seen, but not from being hit. Cover will stop 
or impede both direct and indirect fire. 

The two-section Black Range has a 20- 
position conventional rifle range in 100- 
yard increments out to 300 yards. The other 
portion is a field range for target engage¬ 
ments from 400 to 1,200 yards for both 
known and unknown distance applications. 
A significant amount of time is spent at the 
Black range during Precision Rifle 1. 

The most visually impressive facilities 
at Thunder Ranch are the Tower, Thun- 
derville and the infamous Terminator. The 
Tower is a monolithic four-story structure 
with its own tactical simulator that permits 
live fire in all rooms and stairwells. 
Problems of both internal and external entry 
can be addressed. The stairwells vary in 
dimensions and geometry. All of the window 
ports can be plugged. The Tower is a key 
ingredient in the Precision Rifle courses. 

Thunderville is an elaborate, day or 
night, in-depth fao^le over 200-feet in 
length representing a two-sided street set¬ 
ting. It’s used in all of the rifle programs that 
present dynamic scenarios. With over 60 tar¬ 
get options, as well as movers, hostages, 
runners and wobblers, Thunderville fea¬ 
tures computer-controlled lighting, doors, 
movement, timing and hit documentation. 
This simulator has been designed to test 
decision-making and target identification 
under maximum stress. The Terminator, 
which we did not utilize in Precision Rifle 1, 
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Precision Rifle 1 student fires from a barricade kneel¬ 
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SOF’s Technical Editor, Peter G. Kokalis, fires from the prone position behind a 
barricade with his Steyr SSG PIIK sniper rifle equipped with a Hensoldt scope 
at a lateral moving target. 
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Customized rifles with Remington 700 actions, such as this Robar sniper rifle 
with Leupofd Vari-X Ml tactical scope, predominated the Thunder Ranch Precision 
Rifle 1 course. 1 
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Shown here being firing from a proper sitting position was the only Browning bolt- 
action rifle with a “Boss” adjustable muzzle device and a Shepherd dual-reticle 
scope that was used in the course. 


Instructor Jim Swanson, aka “the Duck of Death,” 
illustrates the USMC squatting position, which is 
often referred to as “rice paddy prone.” 
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SOF’s Technical Editor, Peter G. Kokalis, fires from a Tower port at a 
steel silhouette 500 yards away. 


Students engaging assigned targets in Thunderville from 
various Tower ports. The larget appeared in a window five 
times for three seconds at random intervals. 
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tower and every instructor and employee of 
the ranch, all equipped with walkie talkies, 
are actively engaged in attempting to “bust” 
the students before they reach the Tower. 
Only five of us made it. Chris Mayer and I 
by means of a flanking maneuver that added 
another mile or two to our stalk. Most of the 
younger police officers went “high diddle. 


diddle, straight up the middle.” They got 
caught somewhere along the direct line 
route from the gate to the Tower, demon¬ 
strating to me once again that youth is wast¬ 
ed on the young. 

After the stalk, we fired three shots from 


the tower at steel silhouettes placed at 200, 
400 and 500 yards, respectively. After the 
lunch break each of us was assigned a spe¬ 
cific target in Thunderville which we 
engaged from a firing port in the Tower. 
This exercise was similar to the “4-60” 
drill. The target appeared in a window five 
times for about three seconds at random 
intervals. With my usual share of good 
luck, I drew a port that required the prone 
position on the bare concrete. While I lay 
there without my knee or elbow pads, I 
could get an occasional glimpse of other 
students sitting in chairs waiting for their 
targets to appear. But, I was at Thunder 
Ranch and no one cares. 

After this we moved to the Orange 
Range to fire at high-speed lateral running 
targets from barricade prone, resting on a 
garbage container, on top of the range house 
roof and from the driver’s window of a bus. 
The rest of the day was spent firing from 
steel silhouettes at 200 and 300 yards, inter¬ 
rupted only by a Tower exercise that 
required running up several flights of stairs 
to fire a single shot from braced standing at 
a steel silhouette 300 yards away. 

Thunder Ranch provides a facility with¬ 
out equal, combined with instruction with¬ 
out peer. Pushing students to their physical 
and mental limits, a training certificate from 
Thunder Ranch has come to indicate 
achievement respected by armed profes¬ 
sionals throughout the world. ^ 


T hunder Ranch’s Precision Rifle 1 course provided me with an 
opportunity to run an extensive test and evaluation on the lat¬ 
est hot trick among precision high power shooters: moly-coated 
bullets. Originally developed and patented by NECO (Nostalgia 
Enterprises Company, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
427, Lafayette, CA 94549; phone: 510-450- 
0420; fax: 510-450-0421), this process involves 

Magic Bullets 

impact plating bullets with molybdenum disul¬ 
phide and a protective coating of wax. Moly- 
coating produces a protective surface in the bar¬ 
rel with a number of important benefits. 

Metal fouling is significantly reduced and 
less maintenance is required. While students fir¬ 
ing standard ammunition had to clean their barrels after every 10 
rounds, I did not clean the bore until the end of each day, after more 
than 100 rounds had been fired. However, the cleaning procedure 
differs radically from the norm. First, pass the cleaning rod through 
the chamber guide and out the muzzle. Then attach an undersize 
bronze bore brush (caliber .270 for a .308 barrel) and wrap a clean 
patch around it. Wet the patch with Rem-Oil or Shooters’ Choice 
FP-10 lubricant and pull-push two times to remove the powder foul¬ 
ing. Replace die patch and wet it with Rem-Clean bore cleaner. Pull- 
push 10 times to remove the copper fouling. Replace the patch and 
cover it with J-B Cleaning Compound. Again, pull-push 10 times. 
Then two passes with an oiled patch, followed by two more passes 
with another oiled patch and two passes with a dry patch. Ail of the 
cleaning materials required can be obtained from Brownells, Inc. 
(Dept. SOF, 200 South Front Street, Montezuma, IA 50171; phone: 
515-623-5401; fax: 515-623^3896). 

Moly-coated bullets will also reduce both chamber pressure 
and muzzle velocity because of the reduction in the coefficient of 
friction. Increasing the propellant charge weight will bring the 


muzzle velocity back up. When fired at identical velocities, moly- 
coated bullets will provide flatter trajectories at long range than un¬ 
treated bullets. Accuracy is also significantly enhanced. Many 
shooters are reporting an improvement of 10-20% with match- 
grade projectiles. This is partially a conse¬ 
quence of the improved uniformity of muzzle 
velocity. The standard deviation is normally 
reduced by about 15%. Especially important is 
the incredible almost twofold increase in barrel 
life. Barrels than will normally maintain match- 
grade accuracy up to 3,000 to 3,500 rounds will 
last at least 6,000 rounds when moly-coated 
bullets are fired through them exclusively. 

You can purchase the process and materials 
for moly-coating bullets from NECO, or better 
yet, buy loaded ammunition with moly-coated 
bullets from Black Hills Ammunition (Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 3090, Rapid City, SD 57709-3090; phone: 605- 
348-5150; fax: 605-348-9827 —- call for information about pur¬ 
chasing direct at retail if there is no Black Hills distributor near 
you), who is now employing this process under license from 
NECO. Black Hills is loading .223 with 52-grain and 68-grain 
BTHP (boat-tail hollow-point) moly-coated bullets and a .308 
match round with a 168-grain BTHP. A .308 match load with 175- 
grain BTHP moly-coated bullets is also available on special 
request. I used this latter ammunition in Precision Rifle 1 as it has 
recently become popular with those wishing to reach out and 
touch someone at long ranges. It provided outstanding results and 
I intend to use Black Hills’ moly-coated ammunition exclusively 
in all of my sniper rifles in the ftiture. 

Black Hills was just awarded a contract for 5.56x45mm match 
ammunition for the U.S. Army’s Marksmanship Unit (AMU). The 
Army stipulated an average group size of no more than 2.25 inch¬ 
es for five shots at 300 meters (about 0.68 MOA). Black Hills 
moly-coated ammunition surpassed that requirement to beat out 
all of the other bidders. — RG.K. 



Except for those using mofy-coat- 
ed bullets, students cleaned their 
bore after every 10 rounds in 
Precision Rifle 1. 
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this area, you have homicide, 
assault, robbery and immoral 
acts,” Deputy Inspector Aleida Linares 
explained as she sat beside Robert K. Brown 
and me in the back seat of a Salvadoran 
police car. We were cruising along a creepy 
alley in the evening darkness. Soldier Of 
Fortune's publisher and I looked at each 
other with raised eyebrows. 

“What do you mean ‘immoral acts’?” I 
asked her, as if murder, assault and robbery 
weren’t immoral enough. 

“Ah, you know - the usual indecent 
stuff: sex acts in public,” replied the pretty 


under a full moon, too. 

Being a police officer in El Salvador is 
very dangerous work. 

From March 1993 to July 1996 approxi¬ 
mately 140 agents of the fledgling 14,000- 
member PNC were killed and nearly 800 
injured in the line of duty, PNC Director 
General Rodrigo Avila told us. Just during 
the first seven months of 1996, 31 cops 
were killed, with shootouts averaging 13 
per day. In this Massachusetts-sized country 
of some 5.7 million inhabitants, police offi¬ 
cers themselves represent an unusually high 
percentage of murder victims, compared to 


gangs sometimes armed to the teeth with 
stolen small arms and even hand grenades 
and LAW rockets. One such group, known 
as the Ex-Combationtes , was an assortment 
of some 80 ex-soldiers, ex-guerrillas and 
civilian thugs clad in military-style uni¬ 
forms. Appearing in 1995, they were 
accused of as many as 17 murders and other 
violent crimes in rural hamlets in western 
Sonsonate province. Fortunately, police 
arrested all of these predators in 1996. 

On the other hand, the peace accords did 
create the Civilian National Police to replace 
the old National Police — widely seen as 




SOF Rides The Mean Streets With Central America's Top Cops 

by Steve Salisbury 



Police SWAT members (of Grupo de Reaccion 
Policial ), armed with 9mm Heckler & Koch MP5 sub¬ 
machine guns, train for urban emergencies in post- 
civil war El Salvador. 


23-year-old policewoman with flow¬ 
ing black hair tucked in a ponytail 
under a blue cap. “You see legs stick¬ 
ing out of car windows, or you find 
someone on top of someone. People 
like to do that here.” 

Brown, SOF Technical Editor Peter 
G. Kokalis, California police officer 
Chris Mayer, Dr. Bill Adkins, and I 
were “touring” the sleaziest streets of 
prostitution and crime in downtown 
San Salvador. Our adventure had 
begun that evening when the media 
director of El Salvador’s Civilian 
National Police (PNC), Jose Avedano, 
picked us up in a police Land Cruiser. 

Avedano smiled as he pulled Smith 
& Wesson model 6906 compact 9mm 
pistols and 12-round magazines from a 
bag, passing them out cheerfully as if 
they were Halloween candy. If 
attacked, it was good to know we 
“tourists” had weapons. And being attacked 
was certainly possible. 

Our mission that evening was to accompa¬ 
ny “emergency 121” police patrols, the 
Salvadoran version of “911” response. 

New Cops, New Times 

We knew that on an average day there 
were 13 shootings between police and crim¬ 
inals. Moreover, tonight wasn’t any old 
night: It had a full moon. As any cop any¬ 
where will tell you, things can get weird 


other countries. The negotiated end to El 
Salvador’s vicious 12-year civil war is a 
major factor in this crime wave. 

After the government and the FMLN 
guerrillas signed peace accords in 1992, tens 
of thousands of guerrillas and soldiers — 
many of whom were young peasants who 
know nothing but war — were demobilized, 
returning to an economy already stricken 
with high unemployment. Some of those 
unwilling or unable to find jobs turned to 
crime; others went a step further, forming 


corrupt, abusive and antiquated. In 
March 1993, the first PNC contingent 
of about 400 deployed in the war-tom 
northern province of Chalatenango; by 
December 1994, the PNC had been 
completely phased in nationwide. 

The peace accords specified that 
20% of the original PNC members 
were to be former guerrillas, 20% 
from the old security forces, and the 
rest neutral civilians. There initially 
were concerns about how this mix 
would get along. 

“We’re all police,” said Deputy 
Commissioner Darwin Arevalo 
Magana, who once was in the old 
police force. His boss, director Avila, 
explained that if there has been any 
friction at all, it mostly has been 
between ex-guerrillas of different fac¬ 
tions. Eventually, the percentage of 
former combatants will diminish as 
people who were too young for the war fill 
police ranks. 

The greatest challenges for the PNC are 
modernization and professionalization. 

Unlike its predecessor, the PNC is sep¬ 
arated constitutionally from the armed 
forces. Its budget has burgeoned to a level 2 
1/2 times more than the military’s. The 
increased police funding has brought foren¬ 
sic labs, a fleet of some 1,300 vehicles, a 
Police Air Group of four helicopters and an 
observation plane, a well-equipped Order 
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Maintenance Unit ( UMO ) for crowd con¬ 
trol, and a Police Reaction Group for SWAT 
ops. The PNC also has received a steady 
stream of law-enforcement advisers from 
the United States, Chile and Europe. 

Further, salaries have been raised (the 
base pay is a respectable $345 a month), and 
director Avila points out that acceptance 
requirements now are tougher: no personal 
history of drugs or crime, and a high-school 
degree. A cadet has to pass eight months at 
the police academy, then receive three 
months of on-the-job training. Then there’s 
a psychological examination. And once on 
the force, periodic performance evaluations 
are administered at least annually. 

Still, there are bad apples. “One of the 


main problems in Latin America is corruption 
among the police,” said Avila. To combat this 
problem the thirty-something director, who 
earned an industrial-engineering degree in 
North Carolina, has instituted computer- 
assisted internal investigations. As many as 
300 officers have been purged so far for mis¬ 
conduct, and about 50 have gone to trial. 
Avila must have been doing something right, 
having survived two assassination attempts. 
In one, he pulled his 9mm Browning High 
Power and shot it out on a residential street 
with two hit men, mortally wounding one. 

Back On Mean Streets 

Our group rode in Avedano’s Land 
Cruiser over pothole-covered streets, past 


shacks and nice homes to the southside 
Montserrat police station. There we 
received a detailed briefing from Deputy 
Commissioner Magana, chief of the “121” 
patrols, before splitting up to board three 
white police cars marked with blue and 
yellow trim. 

Bob and I teamed up in the car command¬ 
ed by Deputy Inspector Linares, one of few 
female police to have that job. At 2118 hours 
we hit the streets. Our first stop was near the 
Hula-Hula park, scene of a small riot. 

Broken glass and stones littered the 
pavement; food and clothing stands were 
overturned. The stink of burning trash hung 
in the warm night. A small group of onlook¬ 
ers stood outside a line of dark-uniformed 



(top) Order Maintenance Unit (UMO) officers practice in smoke- 
grenade haze for non-lethal confrontations with rioters, 
(above) Trained by French anti-riot police, UMO officers fre¬ 
quently have been called out to quell civil disturbances. 


Like police the world over, PNC patrol officers must listen to con¬ 
flicting accounts after a common street fight. In this incident, 
observed during SOF’s tour of San Salvador after dark, one of 
the combatants was drunk and another probably high on drugs. 
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Armed with 9mm pistols, Chilean SAF submachine gun and 12- 
gauge shotgun, patrolmen watch warily as bomb-disposal 
agents search for explosive device near a city park. The bomb 
threat, however, was a hoax. 


Civilian National Police Director General Rodrigo Avila (right) 
reviews his units during parade attended by Salvadoran Public 
Security Minister Hugo Barrera (center). 


UMO riot police who had been called in. 
The incident began a few hours earlier when 
street vendors tussled with police over what 
they saw as the unjustified arrest of a couple 
of their members. (Having gotten sick in the 
past by eating greasy, fly-covered street 
“cuisine,” I would not have been surprised 
if the disturbance actually had been started 
by a customer who got food-poisoned.) 

It was, of course, a convenient excuse 
for street punks, drug addicts, and other 
antisocial elements to join in the melee, 
which some street vendors said was a neigh¬ 
borly example of solidarity. Unfortunately, 
in die crossfire of tear gas and hurled 
objects, some innocent bystanders, includ¬ 
ing children, had been hurt. 

We would have loved to stay and enjoy 
the stench of rotten fruit and the lilt of insults 
from drunks, but our car received a radio 
call: police search for an explosive device. 
We piled back into our Chevy Corsica and 
sped down Juan Pablo II Boulevard. 

The driver slammed to a halt behind a 
row of police vehicles in front of Contenaria 


Park. As we milled about in our civilian 
clothes among police wearing bullet-proof 
vests, white shirts and blue pants, agents 
from the Division of Weapons and 
Explosives checked the park and looked 
under parked cars. Cops packing Smith & 
Wesson 9mm pistols, shotguns, and Chilean 
SAF submachine guns posted security. 

Reports were that either somebody was 
threatening to throw a grenade or that a 
bomb had been hidden. Tense minutes 
passed. The police search turned up noth¬ 
ing. False alarm. 

We moved on, only to be flagged down a 
kilometer away by a couple of young men at 
a dark street comer. Their faces seemed per¬ 
plexed and pained in the glow of an officer’s 
flashlight. They complained about a body 
shop where they had left their pickup truck 
that day; nothing strange about that. What 
was strange, though, was they happened to 
find their pickup parked in this area, a 
strange barrio across town from the repair 
shop. A quick radio check showed the pick¬ 
up had been reported stolen from the garage. 


After sorting that out, the cops stopped a 
passing taxi cab. The car had a broken tail 
light - nothing special - but as a precaution 
the passengers were asked to get out and 
submit to a search. The four young men, all 
with crew cuts, protested the search as 
unjustified. Police officers, however, say 
routine checks of minor infractions some¬ 
times lead to arrests of dangerous criminals. 
This time, though, there were no bad guys. 

Gender Roles Reversing 

Salvadorans call it simply La Avenida. It 
is the lowest, basest strip of prostitution in 
the city. It is a filthy, depressing stretch of 
crumbling adobe facades and doorways 
where emaciated prostitutes stare out with 
gaunt eyes from behind iron gates. 


Continued on page 64 



Recovery from 12 years of civil war has 
been difficult for some former combat¬ 
ants. SOF correspondent Steve Salisbury 
(right) presents $500 check to clients and 
staff of Taller de Artesanias El Details, a 
workshop providing care and work for 
o disabled veterans. Ex-soldier Ernesto E. 
5 Bermudez (second from left) manages the 
« San Salvador facility. Charitable contribu- 
| tions — checks only, to “Taller de 
s Artesanias El Detalle” — may be sent to 
Refugee Relief International Inc. (P.O. Box 
693, Boulder CO 80306) for forwarding to 
the workshop. 



Heavily armed Salvadoran SWAT officers stand by, out of sight, as mediators suc¬ 
cessfully negotiate hostages’ release and gunmen’s surrender after attempted bank 
robbery in 1995, 
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the war in Chechnya 
apparently concludes, 
military observers world- 
J wide continue to ask 
themselves: How the hell did guerrillas 
fighting in landlocked terrain with no sig¬ 
nificant outside “friends” manage to defeat 
the Russian army on home turf? 

A major factor, of course, was the state 
of the Russian army: chaos, and corruption 
all along the chain of command; lack of 
purpose and poor morale among the front¬ 
line grunts, many of whom were obliged to 
beg or pillage for food; and, drunkenness, 
dope-addiction and desertion (see “Diesels, 
Drunks and Devastation,” May ’96 SOF.) 

Two important Chechen components 
were morale and imagination. It might show 
real balls to stare down a Goliath with only 
a slingshot in your hand — but you still 
have to put a pebble in the sling in order to 
do any good. Accordingly, the “pebbles” 
wielded by the Chechen underdogs were a 
weird mixture of weapons cannibalized 
from disabled or destroyed Russian vehi¬ 
cles; large ordnance, including at least one 
missile warhead, ingeniously adapted as 
mines; and rockets stripped from crashed 
helicopters and turned into homemade 
“Stingers’* whose only guidance system was 
the operator’s eyes. 

Necessity is a relentless general, as the 
diverse fighters in the lands of the former 
Soviet Union quickly learned. 

In the early days of the war in 
Mountainous ( Nngorno ) Karabakh in 
Azerbaijan, for example, the “heavy 
artillery” was the ALAZAN: a projectile 
used to “seed** clouds and make rain. It pret¬ 
ty much was a joke - unless it hit you. Then 
you were dead. 


Chechen rebels retrieve Russian-made antitank mines for use elsewhere. The 
mines are TM 57s, which can blast a track off a main battle tank or destroy a light¬ 
ly armored vehicle such as a BTR troop transport. 


In neighboring Georgia the brief civil 
war, between the then-government forces of 
ousted President Zviad Gamsakhurdia arid 
putschists paving the way for the return of 
Eduard Shevardnadze, produced “the 
Georgian tank”: a dump truck covered by; 
inch-thick steel plates with shooting ports 
blow-torched in the sides. 

When I saw this “tank” I thought it quite 
ingenious — until the two forces actually 
closed for the brief battle of Zugdidi. The 
armored vehicle I had seen on the side of 
Gamaskhurdia’s troops reappeared later in 
the hands of victorious putschists. An evil- 
looking powder bruise now marred the steel 
plating, (Only later, in the summer of *92, 


did both sjdes square off with Soviet-made 
armor and artillery.) 

In the war over Abkhazia in 1993, the 
redoubtable commander Sharoyl Basayev 
(later to gain great fame in his native 
Chechnya) created his own airforce out of 
several superlights. The tiny planes took off 
•around evening to benefit from updrafts off 
the Black Sea. Pilots cut engines, silently 
glided over Georgian positions on the 
Gumista River, and dropped grenades. 

All of this ingenuity, however, paled in 
comparison with that of the Chechens. 


Mothers Of Invention 


My first encounter with their unconven¬ 
tional weaponry and tactics was in February 
1995 in the doomed town of Samashki, 
which would become the Russian army’s 
Chechen A lylaU One of the local comman¬ 
ders, a farmer by the name of Hussein 
Javadkhanov, befriended me. 

Samashki had previously been one of the 
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many “neutral” pockets in the north 
Chechen plain. In exchange for remaining 
above the conflict then raging in and around 
Grozny, the town elders had secured a guar¬ 
antee from the Russian army command that 
Samashki’s neutrality would not be compro¬ 
mised (which would turn the residents into 
de facto collaborators). But in mid-January 
someone in the Russian command, or possi¬ 
bly just a local commander, decided to take 
a short cut through the town. Instead of 
moving his column of BTRs down an alter¬ 
native highway, he plowed straight down the 
main road. (Another version of the story is 
that the nachalnik , or commander, was on a 
spontaneous forage for food and vodka.) 

“Word spread, and so the men in town 
formed defensive groups,” Hussein 
recalled. “The problem was we didn’t have 
any proper weapons. So we took out shot¬ 
guns, got in real tight, and started blasting at 
a lone BTR at zero range.” 

Chechen fighters move their bayagolvka (“warhead”) from a mine¬ 
field to their truck for emplacement elsewhere in a straw bale. 
SOF’s analysis: The device likely is the warhead to a long-range 
surface-to-air missile, the Russian SA-5 (NATO name: 
“Gammon”). The SA-5 can carry a conventional blast/controlled- 
fragmentation warhead weighing approximately 300 pounds. Used 
as a command- or trip wire-detonated ground munition, such a 
warhead could kill dismounted infantrymen at up to 200 meters 
and incapacitate armored-vehicle crews at 50-75 meters. 


returning fire — which in turn attracted 
even more gunfire from Russians at a near¬ 
by roadblock. A friendly-fire melee ensued, 
destroying at least two vehicles. (We sat 
back in our cover, laughing madly.) I don’t 
know the final toll because Hussein wanted 
to leave and let the Russians continue doing 
his work for him. 

Mine... All Mine 

A much more interesting device in 
Hussein’s arsenal was a sinister, vaguely 
daisy-shaped object measuring about 3 feet 
in diameter and standing (on end) about 4 
feet high. 

The first time 1 saw it was one evening 
when Hussein took me out on an expedition 
to re-lay his mine field. (The mines, of 
course, had been acquired from the 
Russians.) After collecting and then re-dis- 
tributing the anti-tank mines — their loca¬ 
tion committed to memory, not paper— we 
jumped in Hussein’s truck and drove to the 
far, exposed edge of the village. Hussein 
parked the truck. 

Four men connected heavy cables to 
something tucked beneath a shattered bail 
of hay. It then took five men to push the 
heavy metal object up a ramp into the back 
of the truck. When it began to slip and 
threatened to roll back down the ramp, I 
abandoned my VCR camera and impartial 
journalism and jumped up to help, terrified 
at what might happen if the weird device hit 
the ground too hard. It must have weighed a 
few hundred pounds. 

“What is that thing?” I asked Hussein, 
once back in the cab of the truck. 


The BTR driver, probably drunk, got so 
confused that he drove off the side of the 
road into a ditch. Immobilized, the BTR 
then was easy prey for other means of attack 
such as Molotov cocktails crammed down 
the hatch as hapless troops inside peeked 
out. Hussein and his small cadre were soon 
in possession not only of the small arms that 
once belonged to the crew but to the heavy 
machine gun in the turret as well. 

Two 14.5mm machine guns from 
wrecked BTRs were then taken to the local 
blacksmith, a fellow by the name of 
Alkhazur. His task was to weld together 5- 
foot stands from old pipes and tractor rods, 
replete with swivel heads made from tire 


rims, that would allow the gunner to cover 
both land and aerial targets. Although the 
stands were put to good effect in the moun¬ 
tains, particularly against helicopters and 
reportedly even Su-25 ground-attack jets, 
my friend Hussein preferred to employ his 
14.5mm gun without the stand, level with 
the ground, from a foxhole. Ammunition 
was in short supply, so he often fired only 
one round at a time. 

Once, when he and I were out on an 
ambush together, sitting in weeds along the 
edge of a field behind a thicket of thorn 
trees, Hussein disabled a distant transport 
truck with a lucky shot. The BTRs in the 
Russian convoy then turned and began 



A Chechen weapons crew opens fire with a heavy machine gun likely taken from a 
wrecked Russian vehicle. 
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‘ Bayagolvka ” he replied, as if every 
fool knew. “It can blow a column of tanks 
into the sky” 

I had never heard of a bayagolvka . Then 
it hit me: a Chechen version of the word 
boyegolovka , Russian for “warhead” - as in 
high explosive for a surface-to-surface or 
maybe a big surface-to-air missile. 
Bouncing down the deeply gouged road to 
the new mine site was not the time to talk 
about'if, Hussein still had to conceal the 
damned thing and attach whatever kind of 
detonator (trip-wire or command-activated) 
went along with it But that evening back at 
his farm house I asked again. Hussein 
explained with the aid of a simple drawing. 

The “daisy” device was a conventional 
missile warhead stolen from one of the sev¬ 
eral Soviet-era missile bases in Chechnya, 
most likely the Russian rocket base-tumed- 
Chechen stronghold of Bamut. 

“How did you get it?” I asked. Hussein 
brought a finger to his lips and merely 
smiled: It was a secret. 

I am not sure if Hussein ever got to det¬ 
onate his missile warhead in anger, or even 
if he is still alive. But acquisition and inge¬ 
nuity was by no means unique to him and 
his Samashki group. 

In two instances I know of, so-called 
“suicide commandos” hijacked trains and 
simply drove them into the middle of the 
towns they meant to temporarily conquer — 
and then got back out again. Shamyl 
Basayev and Salman Rudayev, two top 
commanders, made their reputations 
throagh their ability to infiltrate large 
groups of men across the lines in Chechnya 
and then beyond, making deep penetrations 
into Russia proper to launch their “actions.” 

Last August the stunning assault and re¬ 
conquest of Gronzy brought together all of 
these factors: motivation, mobility, and inge¬ 
nuity, One example was Suleiman 
Khadjimuradov, a middle-aged Chechen 
fighter, who was discovered by my friend, 
war correspondent Lawrence Sheets, with a 
rather interesting anti-aircraft weapon in his 
hands: an approximately 6-foot-long rocket 
salvaged from a downed KrokodU attack 
helicopter - either the snouted Mi-28 (NATO 
nickname: “Havoc”) or an Mi-24 “Hind.” 

“When a helicopter is coming in at low 
altitude it’s not so difficult to bring it down 
with one of these,” Khadjimuradov told 
Sheets. “Each time we can shoot one we get 
a chance to salvage more of them. They can 
easily take out a tank too ” 

To hold the weapon in position while 
firing, the gunner built a homemade shoul¬ 
der launcher complete with wooden handle. 
He bundled up in heavy clothing, lest the 
flame from the rocket’s engine incinerate 
him. “You have to wear this or you can be 
burned up instantly,” he added, showing a 
thick rubber mask with flameproof materi¬ 
al on the outside. 

Khadjimuradov said he and others so 
equipped had shot down nine Russian heli¬ 
copters — most, probably, were Mi-8 troop 
transports — in the course of the massive 
assault on Grozny. Front-line observers such 



Welder tests action of his homemade shooting stand supporting a Russian-made heavy 
machine gun, probably a 14.5mm KPV. 


as Sheets agreed: The Russian military’s 
recognition that it no longer really controlled 
the air was a factor in Gen. Alexander 
Lebed’s biting the bullet and, as Moscow’s 
(then) emissary, opening negotiations with 
Chechen chief of staff Aslan Makhsadov. 

A Child Shall Lead Them 

Where does this Chechen ability to fig¬ 
ure out new and unique means of employing 
weapons come from? ft is hard to say exact¬ 
ly. However, familiarity with guns does start 
young — really young. 

One night at my friend Hussein’s farm¬ 
house I watched his two nephews stitch 
together their own flak-jacket/bandoleer 
vests to hold a “chest plate” of extra AK-47 
magazines. I walked into the kitchen to find 
Hussein’s younger brother, Ussamu teaching 
his son, 2, and daughter, 6^ how to insert 
magazines into their father’s Kalashnikov 
rifle. At one point, as might be expected, the 
boy, Osman, pinched a tiny finger in the 
magazine-release mechanism. He let out a 
sharp yelp. His finger began to bleed. 

“Don’tcry!” ordered his father. “You are 
a Chechen!” 

The other family members in the room 
began clapping their hands and singing a 

Continued on page 65 



Turret and part of main gun are all that’s 
left of Russian tank destroyed in engage¬ 
ment with Chechens. 



A 15-year-o!d Chechen fighter shows off 
his hand-me-down weapon, an aged 
Mosin-Nagant 7.62mmx54R rifle held 
together with electrical tape , that he used 
to snipe at Russian BTR crewmen. 



Chechenski dukh (“Chechen spirit”), as demonstrated by these infantrymen, was one 
factor in the rebels’ success against the Russian army. 
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With the help of a captured semi load of Russian-made C-3, myriad bunkers of the ^-square- 
mile ordnance complex at Khamisiyah in southern Iraq were blown up on 4 and 10 March 1991. 
Blown skyward were millions of pounds of explosive ordnance — and tons of organophosphate 
nerve gas and muslard gas. Combat engineers thought they were sale at 3 miles away — until 
live rounds and debris began raining on them. Photo by Dale Cook 


Digging Under Cover-ups For The 
Truth Of Gulf War Syndrome 


b y Dale B. Cooper 







veterans, 


unfold 


fter the guns fell silent in the Gulf War, soldiers from the Army’s 
37th Combat (Airborne) Engineering Battalion blew up 100 
bunkers and 43 warehouses full of what they thought were con- 
'entional munitions at Khamisiyah , an ammunition storage depot 
in the southern Iraqi desert It was a dramatic event, but at the 
time there was no indication of the sinister drama that would 
in its wake, 

conrusion of all the 155mm arty rounds raining down on us and 
exploding everywhere, chemical alarms went off and some of us got our mask 
and suits on, but I did not mask up or suit up because of all the explosions 
around us,” said Darin Hardwick, an engineer who helped blow Khamisiyah, 
“We jumped on our trucks and hauled ass,” Hardwick had no idea the explo¬ 
sions on 4 and 10 March 1991 would change forever the lives of his buddies 
and perhaps thousands of other American Gulf War 

The second blast was twice as big as the first acuca ux cApiuaiuna mat 
destroyed 33 bunkers, but no one was able to photograph it because this time 
they had pulled back several miles to avoid “cooked-off’ rounds. During a sub¬ 
sequent tour of the complex, Iraqis told U.N; inspectors that coalition troops 
had destroyed chemical weapons there, but because of continual Iraqi decep¬ 
tion, inspectors were skeptical. 

The Pentagon admits it first learned of chemical weapons there a month 
after U.N. inspectors identified 122mm Sarin/Cyclo-Sarin [GB/GF]- filled 
rockets and 155mm mustard gas rounds in or near Khamisiyah in October 
1991, months after it was destroyed. 

The CIA, the State Department and the White House Situation Room were 
also privy to the U.N. report in 1991, which was relayed by the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff to American military commanders around the world. But details did not 
filter down through the ranks. 

A Pentagon spokesman 
says, “The full relevance 
of the report was not rec¬ 
ognized at the time, 
because no one had identi¬ 
fied the malady that 
became known as 6 Gulf 
War Syndrome.’” It wasn’t 
until 21 June 1996 that the 
Pentagon announced at a 
hastily called news confer¬ 
ence that there may have 
been exposures to chemi¬ 
cal warfare agents in Iraq. 

According to the 1991 
U.N. report, circulated at 
the highest levels of gov¬ 
ernment, Saddam had 
stored thousands of tons of 
conventional and chemical 
artillery shells, rockets and 
bombs in die 25-square 
mile Khamisiyah complex. 

AJthough the CIA was 
informed of the report five 
years ago, it claims that not 
until an inspection by U.N. 
experts in May 1996 could 
it confirm that Bunker 73 
contained remnants of 
122mm artillery rockets 
carrying Sarin/Cyclo-Sarin 
[GB/GF] nerve agents. 

Corporal Patrick Hopper 
remembers seeing hun¬ 
dreds of 122mra rockets in 
two bunkers he wired for 
demolition, but didn’t 
know they contained nerve 
agents. “I didn’t know what 
to look for,” Hopper told 
SOF, “But I did ask if there 


Proud, poisoned troopers of the 37th Combat 
Engineering Battalion (Airborne) pose before a 
rising column of smoke from demolished 
bunkers at Khamisiyah, unaware that they had 
just blown up tons of nerve gas. Left to right 
back row: Bob Wisenant, Michael Ewert, Travis 
Wressler; left to right front: Jeffrey Liqwltz, 
Patrick Hopper. 

























Line Dogs of the 37th unload demolition charges at the 
Khamisiyah bunker complex* First test shots brought little results, 
so they upped the ante with tons of liberated Russian C-3, loading 
alternate bunkers and hoping {dr collateral damage and sympa¬ 
thetic detonations to do the job: It did. 


One of the first bunkers destroyed along with another 32 
on 4 March, inside, the bunkers were “big as a Wal-Mart 
and stacked to the ceiling” with all nature of explosive 
ordpance — and unbeknownst to the troopers — deadly 
chbtnicai agents. 


Line Dogs pf the 37th had reason to be pleased with their work, especially since many 
bunkers, such as these, had been bombed by the Air Force but remained intact In this 
twe solid bomb hits had been duds. 


were chemical munitions in the bunkers.” 
Hopper was assured by superiors that NBC 
personnel had cleared them. 

Several hundred 122mm rockets contain¬ 
ing nerve agents were also found in a pit 
about 1 klick from the main storage area. The 
destruction of Khamisiyah sent clouds of 
smoke thousands of feet upward, causing 
brass to dub it the ^largest demolition opera¬ 
tion” in Army history. 

The Question Begging An 
Answer 

Congress wants to know why it took the 
government five years to piece together 
what occurred at Khamisiyah. The CIA is 
still trying to determine the number of rock¬ 
ets destroyed: Eyewitnesses like Hopper can 
only say the bunkers were full. Iraq has 
never said how many rockets were there, but 
officials told U.N. inspectors they moved 
1,000 rockets from Bunker 73 to a pit south 
of Khamisiyah, to avoid contamination of 
the bunker: The rockets had started leaking 
when transferred from the 
A1 Muthanna Chemical 
Weapons Production and 
Storage Facility — attacked 
several times before the 
ground war began. Iraq also 
revealed the transfer of 
6,000 155mm mustard-gas 
rounds to Khamisiyah, from 
another storage facility 16 
tniles away at An Nasiriyah. 
The founds were camou¬ 
flaged with canvas and dirt 
to avoid destruction by 
coalition aircraft. 

Once the CIA determines 
the number of rockets at 
Khamisiyah, it will comput¬ 
er-model probable hazardous 
afeas from the massive 10 March explosion. 
Although Iraq amassed a considerable stock¬ 
pile of chemical weapons, the CIA concludes 
Iraq did not use them during the war, or 
deploy them to Kuwait — concluding that 
nerve agents were released as a result of 
‘Inadvertent” postwar demolition of chemi¬ 
cal rockets at Khamisiyah’s Bunker 73 and 
the nearby pit 

One Shaft Of Light 

Announcements regarding demolition 
operations at Khamisiyah have spurred the 
VA to focus on possible effects of very low- 
exposures to chemical agents. 

Dr. Claudia S. Jailer, of the University 
of Texas Health Science Renter in San 
Antonio, ha$ feiMdied low-level chemical 
exposures fox eight years. Miller says there 
is accumulating evidence linking 
organophosphate compounds such as Sarin 
With chronic illnesses and new intolerances. 
“Many of these individuals now avoid fra¬ 
grances they once enjoyed; no longer ... 
drive because exhaust fumes make them feel 
ill, or have given up favorite foods like 
pizza and chocolate,” said Miller. 

Millions have befell budgeted for new 
basic science projects in this area, but the VA 
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told Congress in September “answers to 
research questions will take time.” 

Bad Vibes 

It was during the cease-fire on 3 March 
1991 that Lieutenant Colonel Robert 
Holcombe, commander of the 37th, 
received orders to take a detachment of 
combat engineers, drivers and heavy 
equipment operators to Khamisiyah and 
destroy the massive complex. 
Approximately 150 soldiers from the 37th 
arrived 3 March and chased away hundreds 
of Kurds and Iraqi rebels who were scav¬ 
enging ammunition. 

On 4 March, GIs returned, placing 
explosive charges at 33 bunkers. “I had a 
real spooky feeling when I saw those 
bunkers,” recalls Chris Tullius, one of the 
engineers. 

Before going into the bunkers, engi¬ 
neers were told to “be careful and be pre¬ 
pared for booby traps.” Tullius says they 
were also warned of possible chemical 
weapons in the bunkers, but no one saw 
anything suspicious. “At no time did we 
fear, or have reason to fear, chemical 
exposure,” said Brian Martin 
(Holcombe’s driver), who 
like Tullius suffers from a 
host of illnesses including 
Multiple Chemical 

Sensitivity, Decreased Up¬ 
take and Defusion of the 
Temporal Lobe due to chem¬ 
ical exposure, Inflammatory 
Bowel Disease, and Chronic 
Fatigue Syndrome. 

“One of the bunkers was 
about half the size of a Wal- 
Mart store with inner and 
outer walls and stuffed floor 
to ceiling,” said Tullius. The 
37th wouldn’t have been able 
to complete its mission in the 
allotted 216 hours if it hadn’t 
found a semi load of Russian 
C-3 and det cord. “We 
have enough C-4 to do the 
job...” said Tullius, who still 
wonders why the Army was 
in such a “big rush” to destroy 
the complex. 

“We had less than four hours to get our 
gear together and get up there. The mission 
was just thrown together....” Tullius doesn’t 
think there was a conspiracy involved, as 
“things happened too fast for anything like 
that. We got the mission, we did the job.” 

Tullius, his wife, and two small children 
bom since the war, are suffering the myste¬ 
rious maladies collectively known as “Gulf 
War Syndrome,” illnesses that the Pentagon 
is avoiding like the plague itself. Before the 
war, Tullius was physically fit — a PT mon¬ 
ster — but was a wreck after the war. “I’m 
up the creek,” Tullius told SOF. Like many 
other soldiers in the battalion, he had to 
leave the Army for medical reasons, has had 
nine major operations in the past 19 months, 
and is no longer able to work his landscap¬ 
ing business. 


Anatomy of A Coverup 

On 28 August 1996, the Pentagon 
acknowledged that numerous government 
officials were advised in November 1991 
that chemical weapons were stored at 
Khamisiyah. On the eve of the fourth and 
final hearing by the House Subcommittee 
on Human Resources and Intergovernmental 
Relations, the Pentagon admitted that as 
many as 5,000 U.S. troops (not the original 
“150”) could have been exposed to nerve 
gas at Khamisiyah. 

In early October, a Pentagon spokesman 
appeared to be laying groundwork for 
racheting up the numbers when he said, 
“We’ve got to start thinking in terms of big 
numbers.” How big? More than 15,000 — 
he would not rule out 100,000 troops 
exposed to chemical agents blown south. 
Air Force computer imagery obtained by 
SOF indicates these clouds covered Kuwait, 
much of Saudi Arabia and other Gulf states. 

With five years to coordinate their sto¬ 
ries, the DoD and CIA are still singing from 
different sheets of music. A few days before 
this Pentagon revelation, a White House 


panel estimated that more than 1,000 troops 
may have been exposed to nerve gas. Even 
this number is nearly five times that previ¬ 
ously estimated, and could climb higher if 
computer models corroborate a cloud of 
nerve gas spreading into Saudi. 

The contractor which predicted that U.S. 
air strikes on Iraqi chemical plants would 
not cause dangerous fallout on allied troops, 
is now being asked to assess whether its 
assumptions were wrong. In light of alleged 
contamination in rear areas as far south as 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Science Applications 
International Corporation (SAIC) has been 
asked by the CIA to restudy whether chem¬ 
ical and biological fallout from the bomb¬ 
ings blew over coalition troops. During the 
war, one of SAIC’s directors was John M. 
Deutch — now director of the CIA. William 


J. Perry, now [outgoing] Secretary of 
Defense, was also then on SAIC’s board of 
directors. Gulf War veterans say the CIA 
chief has a conflict of interest and should 
disqualify himself from further considera¬ 
tion of whether fallout harmed U.S. troops. 

Representative Christopher Shays (R- 
Conn), chairman of a congressional panel 
investigating Gulf-War related illnesses, says 
it is “unacceptable” for S AIC to evaluate its 
own work. “The stakes are too high. Aninde- 
pendent study of the fallout is needed.” 

One thing is certain: The debilitating ill¬ 
nesses among Gulf War veterans are not “in 
their heads,” but in their bodies — the result 
of some kind of contamination? 

Now You See It, Now You Don't 

The 1991 U.N. Report concerning 
chemical weapons at Khamisiyah — 
relayed globally by the Joint Chiefs to 
American commanders y- remained hid¬ 
den in files at the Pentagon and other agen¬ 
cies, even as DoD was issuing ^statements 
suggesting it had no information Of large 
numbers exposed to chemicalAgapons. 

A sanitized version of the November 
1991 intelligence report, 
marked priority,” was put 
on the PjUtagon web site at 
http: / w w. d t i c , d - 
la.mili/GuJfLINKL in July 
1995, with hundreds of other 
declassified documents —- 
which were removed in 
February 1996 after disputes 
between DoD and CIA ove£ 
possible security breaches. 

What A World-Wide 
Web We Weave 

In late October 1996 
Bruce Kletz pf Insignia 
c Publishing put 20f) of the doc- 
§ uments on his? Web site. 
1 Declining to say bow he got 
§ the documents. -Hides said he 
decided to publish, them 
because he was convinced, 
officials are “trying to hide the 
documents to avoid political 
and personal embarrassment.” 
Kletz has slated a book 
by former CIA analyst Patrick Eddington, 
who accused the agency of “sitting on clas^ 
sified documents that showed American 
troops were exposed to Iraqi chemical 
weapons during the war.” 

“There’s no way you can eten begin to 
get a complete picture of what happened" 
over there unless and until they declassify" 
every single unit log,” says. Eddington, 
who resigned from the CIA last year. 
During the war, Eddington analyzed sateU 
lite photos of Iraqi ‘troop movements. 
Later, he and his wife, Robin, who also 
resigned as a CIA analyst, began collect¬ 
ing information privately aboiit Saddam’s 
possible use of chemicaLvyeapons. 

“The idea that the Defense Department 

Continued on page 67 



Lt. Col. Robert Holcombe, CO of the 37th Combat Engineering 
Battalion. No one on site, not even the Old Man, was aware the 
bunkers the men of the 37th were tasked to demolish contained dead¬ 
ly nerve agents or mustard gas. 
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TWO NEW NAVY SEAL VIDEOS $19.95 EACH 

NAVY SEAL BUDS TRAINING VIDEO 

The reason for Navy SEAL success is the caliber of 
troops who man the Teams. Such individuals are 
bom, not created. The screening process designed 
to identify those with the fortitude to be the best is 
called Basic Underwater Demolition Seal training 
or BUDS. Witness the harsh physical and mental 
training programs that condition SEALs to prevail 
under any type of pressure. See motivation and self 
control tested to the limit as BUDS trainees endure 
the grueling tortures of Hell Week. Discover mind control techniques used by SEALs 
to persevere despite extreme stress, cold, and fatigue. This inside look is the most 
comprehensive film about BUDS training ever made. Although there are many men 
physically strong enough to be SEALS, few have the mental toughness to go with it. 
Identifying those few is what BUDS training is all about. Don’t miss this chance to see 
the extraordinary abilities that define the modern Navy SEAL. A must have for all 
collectors. A LOTI Group Film. Special Introductory Price Only $19.95 



NAVY SEAL INDUSTRIAL STRENGTH PT 



Featuring C. J. Caracci A LOTI Group Film 

When you perform at an optimum level, the mind and body are one. At those times 
even the most strenuous task seems easy. SEAL training centers on learning to attain 

peak performance at will. Combat survival 
frequently depends upon this developed 
toughness. The role physical training plays 
in refining advanced mind/body skills can’t 
be overemphasized. Navy SEAL veteran 
and tactical training expert, Chris Caracci 
conducts a fast paced one on one training 
session. He has compiled a concentrated 
series of SEAL exercises guaranteed to 
deliver twice the results in half the time. 
It’s the only SEAL PT workout designed 
to develop and maintain SEAL strength, 
flexibility, and endurance using a half hour 
daily regimen. This new accelerated total 
body workout is the answer to those requiring maximum results in minimum time. No 
fancy studio, no aerobics dancers-just undiluted SEAL PT training at its best! This 
video contains all the vigorous physical conditioning you need to gain and maintain 
optimum performance capability. Special Introductory Price Only $19.95 


Please specify video title when ordering. Videos are $19.95 each plus $3.00 per order 
shipping and handling. FL residents add 6% sales tax. Send check or money order to; 

LOTI GROUP 15720 Sunset Drive Suite 305 Miami, FL 33193 

Tape sales benefit UDT SEAL Museum. Dealer inquiries welcomed. 
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Try our Special Ops Machete! 
We want your SEAL of approval! 



NUC934 Jungle Machete 


For a Dealer near you. 
call or write: 


* Designed for the 11.5. Navy Seal team 

* Durable ATS-34 stainless steel construction 


* Black Roguard coating resists corrosion & peeling 

* More compact than average machete (14-11/16 ,T long) 

* Retains weight and chopping power of full size machete 

* Water and mildew resistant leather sheath 


United Cutlery Brands 
1425 United Blvd. * Dept. SF 
Sevierville, TN 37876 
(423)-428-2532 


©1996 United Cullajy C&rp. 


San Salvador Blue 


Continued from page 56 


I didn’t know whether prostitution tech¬ 
nically is legal in El Salvador, but practi¬ 
cally speaking, it would seem so: 
Whorehouses abound and some even 
advertise in newspapers. But public sex 
acts are illegal. One almost occurred 
before our eyes as we entered an offshoot 
of La Avenida. 

In a dimly lit doorway a guy stood with 
his legs spread. He was pulling the head of a 
prostitute up towards his crotch as the 
woman sat on a concrete stoop outside. A 
quick flash of a floodlight stopped them 
before they gave grounds for arrest. The light 
also revealed, under the prostitute’s gobs of 
makeup and flimsy dress, the unmistakable 
features of a man. As we slowly drove by, 
more transvestite prostitutes appeared in the 
glow of our headlights and preened. 

“Oh, my God,” shouted Brown (no shel¬ 
tered innocent himself) with disgust. But the 
nauseating spectacle didn’t seen to bother the 
half-dozen or so macho customers laughing, 
swilling beer, and flirting with the “ladies.” 

“Lots of guys like this sort of thing,” 
said our police driver. “It isn’t uncommon.” 

“Yeah, guys come here in their BMWs,” 
said the agent sitting beside him. 

“And you know those university stu¬ 
dents,” chimed in Deputy Inspector Linares. 
“Those little devils have fun here, too.” The 
Spanish of our police amigos clicked furious¬ 
ly like castanets between roars of laughter. 

Women With Guns 

If prostitution is such a problem, I asked, 
would Deputy Inspector Linares want to 
volunteer for undercover duty? Not particu¬ 
larly, she replied: With only 7% of the offi¬ 
cer ranks and 4% of enlisted ranks made up 
of women, she already had seen enough 
machismo in her line of work. Even so, she 
continued, policewomen are steadily over¬ 
coming traditional prejudices. “The Civilian 
National Police opens space for women,” 
she said, smiling. “It gives us an opportuni¬ 
ty now in a stage of our history.” 

Our night shift with the patrolmen passed 
with little in the way of violence or excite¬ 
ment. But we saw enough to give us positive 
impressions about El Salvador’s new police. 

“The same old police work — doesn’t 
matter much where you are,” commented 
Mayer, who has spent 28 years in California 
police jobs ranging from homicide investi¬ 
gator to canine handler. “It’s pretty much 
the same. But these people do a good job.” 

The Salvadoran public’s mistrust of 
police is far from over, but many have 
noticed progress. 

“The PNC is an improvement, and it’s 
getting better,” a taxi driver later told me. 
“At times, it’s heavy-handed, but not often. 
It’s definitely an improvement from the old 
National Police.” 

SOF Senior Foreign Correspondent 
Steve Salisbuiy is based in Guatemala. ^ 
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Weapons Bizarre 


Continued from page 59 



dirge. The tiny boy turned in circles, dancing 
a Zikr , or pious jig, in remembrance of the 
dead. Then Osman came back to his father, 
grabbed the gun and tried to put the strap over 
his shoulder. He could barely stand under the 
weight of the weapon, but wanted to let the 
grown-up guerrillas know his mettle. 

“Allah ul Akhbar (God is the great¬ 
est),” crowed little Osman, raising one fist 
in the air before he fell over under the gun. 
It was the Chechen battle cry (and a sur¬ 
prisingly effective “friend or foe” identifi¬ 
er), learned and memorized at the ripe old 
age of two. 

The one “secret weapon” in possession 
of the Chechens — the one that made the 
use of all other weapons against the 
Russians so effective -—was chechenski 
dukh, or “Chechen spirit”: their obsessive 
commitment to their cause. 

The Chechens were fighting for a clear¬ 
ly defined objective on their home soil, 
determined to turn back the historical clock 
to avenge collectively remembered wrongs. 
Add to that the motivation by a religion 
they believe in. 

“Let Ivan come and try and kill us all,” 
said Hussein as we walked through the main 
cemetery in Samashki a day after a burial for 
one of his men. “He can destroy our bodies, 
but not our spirit. Only Allah can take that 
from us. The body? That is easy, but the spir¬ 
it... Let him try. He will not succeed.” 

Especially with the help of a little 
Chechen imagination and ingenuity. 

Montana-based freelance writer 
Thomas Goltz specializes in coverage of 
conflicts in the region between the Caspian 
and Adriatic seas. He has guest-lectured at 
the Central Intelligence Agency and sever¬ 
al universities . 


SOF H'Mong Friends 


Continued from page 43 


exchange for trade, the right to invest, and a 
free hand in plundering natural resources — 
Thailand, in May 1991, forced the large 
H’mong concentration in its Nan Province 
to move back into Laos. 

There, H’mong families are again 
exposed to attack and live in often appalling 
conditions. Disease is rampant, the diet a 
bland mix of cucumbers and rice. Some 
camps have been reduced to catching rats 
for food. And, like food, ammunition is low. 

Amazingly, the H’mong continue to hold 
their own. Intimately familiar with the ter¬ 
rain, they travel at will, moving as far afield 
as Yunnan in China in their search for aid. “I 
went to train in China in 1982 and spent two 
years there,” explains Thao Bee Jou, a mem¬ 
ber of the Chao Fa Central Committee. “In 
fact, I have now been there twice.” 
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•The COMSEC CT is the first and only telephone line security dcvtec 
which can detea - remote extension drawn loops - the most sophisticated, 
threatening and common type of electronic surveillance that other security 
devices can't detea, wiretaps the Telephone company can't acknowledge. 

•The COMSEC C 3 I can show the presence of remote extension 
drawn loops preferred by Local, State, and Federal 2 and 3 letter 
Government Agencies as well as Telco security and computer hackers 
wiretapping your phone at the Telephone company’s Central Exchange, 
The COMSEC C 3 I is the only known device that can detect legal as well 
as illegal wiretapping anywhere on the local telephone line - including 
at the Telephone company’s Central Exchange. 

•The COMSEC C 3 I can protect your telephones, computer and fax 
telecommunications continuously. Made in the USA. One year warranty. 
The COMSEC C 3 I is intended for export use only or as telephone test 
equipment. Installs in seconds with standard modular connections. 

The price of the COMSEC C 3 / is $ 475. 00 +S25. 00 for 2 day ship-ping ' 
or $50. 00 for next day air. Florida residents add 6 % sales tax. Money 
orders and checks accepted, checks must clear before shipping. Send to: 

counts?; : 

countersurveillance and counterespionage resources 

1859 N. PINE ISLAND RD. #265 • PLANTATION, FL 33322 
(954) 466-1025 




These revolutionary cases, no larger 
than a daily organizer, allow discreet 
concealment lor your personal protection 



The “Anytimer” ™ 

Professional Method of Concealment 
“Just in case!” 


The ANYTIMER™ (6.75" X 9.5" X 2") and the ANYTIMER EXECUTIVE ORGANIZER™ 
(6,75" X 9.5" X 3") are constructed of genuine leather. The ANYTIMER™ accommo¬ 
dates credit cards, credentials, and your weapon with spare ammo. The ANYTIMER 
EXECUTIVE ORGANIZER™ incorporates The ANYTIMER™ with the zippered upper 
compartment holding the ultimate organizer by PRODUCTIVITY PLUS™, and lower 
compartment for your weapon. Our sculptured foam inserts are interchangeable and 
accept over 175 semi-automatics and revolvers, and the non-lethal AIRTASER®. Match¬ 
ing wrist and shoulder straps available. 

Papago Concealment 
Systems, Inc. 

2Q19 South Cutler Drive 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 
(602) 967-8020 • Fax (602) 967-8148 
1-800-320-1395 


Satisfaction Guaranteed 
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New Gun Books & Videos 


Check Out Delta Press Online http://www.deltapress.com/ 


Heckler & Koch’s 


Glock’s : 

Handguns 

Duncan Long, noted fire- yjf ; "'.Jr .$}" V‘‘ . 
arms expert and renowned • " 

author, presents an out- / 
standing volume on one of yt_, 

the world' s newest and most % 
successful firearms of the j W 
century V. . 

The Glock, brainchild of / .>*.. T.X jTf 
Gaston Glock, is covered ■ .. ■ J'ffil'' 

extensively in this book be- 
ginning with the history of V' * '%Z* m '' I 

the man and the gun and 

concluding with detailed care ana mam^nnnr: i i pro¬ 
cedures. 

You will find a plethora of information about sight¬ 
ing devices and firearm accessories to enhance the 
performance and appearance of the various models 
of Glock. sy/xBVz". iilus. 179 pp., soft cover, 

Item No. C-9262.$18.95 


Handguns 

, Sfe* Here is another outstanding 
n? k 1presentation by Duncan Long, 
wjjk ^ BlBl W traces the history of Heckler 
and Koch from its beginning at 
the end of World War II to the 
'V - .SjjSrM''*"-'’ ' • present. The evolution of its pis- 
'-.Jfm-n tots is revealed and every re- 

J m - sultant model produced by 

Jm this extraordinary company is 

Mr discussed. 

^ The chapter on accessories 

r" includes all of the factory op- 

| tional equipment as well as a 

* horde of third party goodies. 

There is a wealth of information about sighting devices 
and firearm accessories to enhance the performance 
and appearance of the Heckler and Koch handguns. 
S'/zW/a", iilus. 142 pp.. soft cover. 

Hem No. C-9263.....$18.95 


r....h,e.jur'i In action 

roaay. From the US Army's newest infantry rifle to former 
Soviet weapons to World War II weapons still in the field. 
This book will help you identify them all. 5x7V2, soft 
cover, iilus., 512 pages. 

Item No. C-9261 ... 


Videos 


^ f t ^ 

gious Gunsight Training Center to learn the finer points 
of marksmanship; accurizing, match ammo, and gun- 
smithing. Then fire an arsenal of the most exciting new 
rifles in the world. Color, 60 min. 

Item No. VT-126.$24.95 


...,..$19.95 

STREET STOPPERS 
by Evan P. Marshall & 

Edwin J. Sanow 

Street Stoppers is the 
long-awaited sequel to the 
controversial best-seller 
Handgun Stopping Power. 

Street Stoppers compiles the 
results of real-life shooting 
incidents involving every 
major handgun caliber and 
uses that information to pre¬ 
dict how the same loads 
might perform in future 
shootings. Mot oniy does the 
I new book provide the very latest results of actual 
I shootings, it gives the first formal presentation in print of 
the Strasbourg Tests, where live goats were used as test 
subjects; and much more. 8V2X 11, softcover,photos, 

392 pages 

Item No. C-9248 .$39.95 

Dealer inquiries invited. Call 501 -862-4984 for more Information 


Concealed Carry 
Tips, Techniques and 
Secrets of the Pros 

This video i$ one of the best 
progrdms ever released on the 
subject of concealed carry, Cov¬ 
ers how to draw and shoot from 
concealment as well as over 40 
different methods of conceal¬ 
ment. Also includes the fastest 
draw from concealment ever 
recorded on video. From con¬ 
cealment to 1st shot in .68 sec¬ 
onds. Color. 75 min. 


l , Sfappki# t £©**<©r | 


Add $5.95 S&H to all orders plus an 
additional $3.00 for orders to Canada. 

Other foreign add $ 12.00 for first item & $2,00 for 
each additional Item. 

Send Check or Money Order to: 


Credit Card Orders Only call our 
Toll-Free Order Line 

1-800-852-4445 

Customer Service 1-501-862-4984 
Fax Number 1-501-862-9671 
e-mail: deltagrp@infogo.com 

Allow 2 weeks for delivery 


^ DELTA PRESS > 

P.O. Box 1625 Dept.-SF64 
^ El Dorado, AR. 71731 j 


Send $3 for a 72 page color 
catalog (Free with order) 


The Automatic Knife Resource Guide and Newsletter 


Resources for ALL automatic knives! 
, • Rare and scarce antiques! 

\ • AmericanUtalian! German! 

\ • High-tech production models! 

\ • Exotic handcrafted customs! 


• A MUST for ALL switchblade fans! 

• Packed with FIRST-CLASS photos! 

• Maintenance & repair tips! A 

• Free classified ads! & 

• The LATEST trends! ^ 

• Informative articles and features!^ 


l Niff 

BeS °u^ ( Gu.de 

^cxa/^I ETTEB 


Now in our FIFTH YEAR! 


TO ORDER YOURS/send $10, for a single issue or $30. 

[$38. Foreign] for a one-year (4 issue) subscription to: 

THE NEWSLETTER 
2269 Chestnut St.Suite 212-A 
San Francisco, CA 94123. USA 


For 24hr. information call: 415-664-2105 


When I exclaim that the journey must 
have been quite a hike, he reflects for a 
moment, then responds, “Yes, a long walk, 
it takes almost one month, but sometimes it 
takes a month and several weeks. It all 
depends on the military situation.” 

Thao Bee Jou continues, “We went 
there [in 1982] to do military training. 
China would help the H’mong [then], 
because it was fighting the Pathet Lao and 
the Vietnamese ... They gave us weapons, 
and we got to keep them when we came 
back [to Laos]. “But now the politics have 
changed again, and the Chinese will not 
help us. Just like the others, it’s only peo- 
ple-to-people assistance.” 

For a time, the Thai seemed willing to 
pick up where the Chinese left off. Locked 
in a cold war with its communist neighbors, 
a cold war that sometimes grew quite hot, 
Bangkok wanted to keep the H’mong forces 
viable as an insurance policy of sorts. 
Consequently, it gave them some arms and 
ammunition, together with limited quanti¬ 
ties of other necessities. 

A warming of Thai-Lao relations, 
though, ended the arrangement. It is the 
H’mong who have been left out in the cold. 
“The most important thing we need is 
ammunition; next is medicine. We would 
like other groups to help [financially]. We 
can get the weapons and supplies. And if we 
get, then we can control a larger area and 
protect our families.” 

“Our main goal, always, is to seize 
weapons and ammunition. We launch con¬ 
stant small ambushes, putting out security 
elements to protect the ambush group. We 
have much experience by now. We have 
learned many lessons in Laos. If we mass, 
for instance, we cannot find food. So we 
stay in groups of six to ten families. This 
allows us to move freely, to escape. 

“We use many small troops and move 
everywhere. If we bring together a big force, 
the Lao Army can use heavy weapons and 
chemicals. This way they cannot strike us. 
They can shoot their mortars and artillery, 
but they don’t know where we are.” 

It’s an uneven fight, but one the 
H’mong wage with considerable skill and 
daring. Their quiet demeanor and soft spo¬ 
ken ways tend to obscure the determina¬ 
tion of the warriors. 

One day after a hot fight with the com¬ 
munists, Xiong Blia Yang, a 42-year old 
Central Committee member, tells me, 
“Because the Lao soldiers have many, many 
big guns, and we do not, it is very hard to 
fight them. They have a government that 
gives them supplies. We have no govern¬ 
ment, but we are not alone.” 

Echoes Xiong Por, in our last conversa¬ 
tion before I leave, “My wife and family are 
already gone, but I still fight, because the 
H’mong should have their own small coun¬ 
try. Everyone pushes us out, the Lao and 
now the Thai. Yet as long as I am living, I 
will fight for the H’mong.” 

And with that, he picked up his rifle and 
walked into the mists. 

I should have yelled, “But how will you 
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live, Xiong Por?” 

He probably would have called back, 
“Day by Day,..” — but I know he would 
have added, “for the H’mong 

A West Point grad, Dr. Tom Marks has 
covered world hotspots for SOF for more 
than a decade — always from ground level 
and with a keen appreciation of the subject 
combatants. * 


"No-Tell" Intel 


Continued from page 63 


has engaged in any sort of conspiracy to 
cover up any information regarding Gulf 
War illnesses is simply not true,” said 
Pentagon spokesman Brian Whitman, 
adding, “we have nothing to hide. As we 
learn new information, we provide it as 
rapidly as possible.” 

“All of the information Mr. Eddington 
brought forward was looked at by the CIA 
and provided to the Presidential Advisory 
Commission,” said Mark Mansfield, a 
CIA spokesman. 

In a 3 May 1995 DoD memorandum, the 
Deputy Secretary of Defense and the 
Assistant Defense Secretary for Health 
Affairs expressed concern over potentially 
sensitive reports or documents on 
GulfLINK. 

The Deputy Secretary directed that 
declassifiers forward documents to the 
Investigation Team prior to release on 
GulfLINK. “The purpose of this procedure 
is not to stop any declassified or unclassi¬ 
fied documents from going on GulfLINK,” 
reads the memo, “But to allow the 
Investigation Team time to begin prepara¬ 
tion of a response on particular BOMB¬ 
SHELL reports.” Declassifiers were direct¬ 
ed to watch for five types of information: 

[a.] Documents that could generate 
unusual public media attention. 

[b.] All documents which seem to con¬ 
firm the use or detection of nuclear, chemi¬ 
cal, or biological agents. 

[c.] Documents which make gross/star¬ 
tling assertions, (i.e., a pilot’s report that he 
saw a “giant cloud of anthrax gas”). 

[d.] Documents containing releasable 
information which could embarrass the 
Government or DoD. Statements such as 
“we are not to bring this up to the press” fit 
that category. 

[e.] Documents which shed light on 
issues with high levels of media interest 
such as the November 1995 Life magazine 
article on birth defects among Gulf War vet¬ 
erans’ children. 

Since every coalition government 
knew Saddam had chemical weapons, it’s 
hard to understand why “bells and sirens” 
didn’t sound when evidence of chemical 
weapons was found at Khamisiyah. The 
Pentagon notes: The report was marked 
“Priority,” a designation assigned to intel¬ 
ligence of only moderate importance, and 


not relayed to troops. A Pentagon 
spokesman hints someone might have paid 
closer attention had the report been 
stamped “Immediate,” or “Flash.” 

Pentagon officials claim much of the 
material contained in the November 1991 
report was obtained from U.N. inspectors, 
who traveled to Iraq after the war and 
found evidence of chemical weapons at 
Khamisiyah. The question no one has been 
able to answer is, when did the U.N. 
inspectors first learn of chemical weapons 
at Khamisiyah? Was it in October 1991 as 
the CIA claims, or was it earlier? Because 
the war ended on 27 February, it’s unlikely 
U.N. inspectors would have had time to 
inspect Khamisiyah, only one of 34 sus¬ 
pected chemical storage sites. 

An Engineer's Wet Dream 

According to highly sensitive docu¬ 
ments obtained by SOF, Bunker 73 con¬ 
tained at least 30 crates of FAB-500 HE 
aerial bombs, as well as at least eight large 
gray packing crates. One of the crates was 
split open. Numerous shipping documents 
were scattered on the floor. Yellow “end 
labels” for the aerial bombs were also 
found, and a hand-written Arabic note 
described symptoms for nerve agent poi¬ 
soning. Andrew Reibly, a combat engineer 
at Khamisiyah, does not believe his CO 
knew about chemical weapons in the com¬ 
plex, nor did anyone with them. 

“The Old Man wouldn’t have been there 
if he knew, but I think somebody knew, DoD 
and CIA knew what was there,” said Reibly, 
“and they let us blow it up.” Reibly believes 
concealing the information from the troops 
was criminal. Like other members of his 
unit, Reibly is “not right physically.” 

A couple of test shots were conducted 
before the first 33 bunkers were destroyed 
on 4 March. Tullius finally resorted to a 
combination of C-4 and Russian C-3, and 
brought the house down like a deck of 
cards. Tullius and other “war dogs” from 
2nd Platoon, Alpha Company were assigned 
to blow the 70- and 80-series bunkers at 
Khamisiyah. They wired every other 
bunker, hoping for collateral damage. 

In all, more than 5,000 metric tons of 
TNT (U.S. and Russian) were used to 
destroy Khamisiyah. “It was an engineer’s 
wet dream,” said Tullius, “until cook-off 
rounds and rockets started falling on us.” 

Troopers from the 37th who had 
retreated 3 miles from Khamisiyah would 
see rounds falling on them just as the first 
mail in three weeks was being handed out. 
“What a sight,” says Tullius, “we had guys 
reading mail and running around ducking 
rounds at the same time.” He and a buddy 
ducked just in time to avoid being hit by a 
155mm round that buzzed over their heads 
and rolled under their HUMMVEE with¬ 
out exploding. 

Several members of the 37th went into 
the bunkers with a video camera and took 
turns filming the crates of rockets and 
ammunition. They found Jordanian, Russian 
and Italian ammunition, but the most shock- 
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ing discovery was tons of American-made 
ammo — everything from 155mm artillery 
rounds to vacuum-packed 12-gauge shotgun 
shells made by Winchester. 

[Next month SOF will examine specific 
incidents of exposure and the devastating 
effect on individuals and their families, the 
continuing government cover-up — includ¬ 
ing harassment ofGWS activists, and exclu¬ 
sive photos from inside the bunkers.] 

A frequent contributor, Dale B. Cooper 
covered the Gulf War from in theater ,; and 
subsequent developments, for SOF. ^ 


Avenging Eagles 


Continued from page 47 

engines. Fog turned them back, so Gen. 
Ryan ordered them to return tonight for a 
thorough search. 

Harmon knew what returning to the 
same valley, under a full moon and without 
concealing fog, meant. 

On A Dangerous Mission 

As the big helicopters avoided power 
lines and bams, side and tail gunners intent¬ 
ly watched for any glimmer of a survivor’s 
infrared strobe — or the muzzle flash of a 
BSA ambush. 

On the second MH-53, Knife 4-5, tail 
gunner Diz Chambless felt a blow on the 
back of his leg. Perched on the open ramp 
with his .50-caliber machine gun, the mas¬ 
ter sergeant thought somebody had tripped 
and struck him with a rifle butt. Then he 
heard a clang as another bullet pierced the 
deck and Kevlar blanket and ricocheted in 
the cargo bay. 

“Sir,” he called to the pilot, Capt. Mike 
Moncreif, “We’re getting shot at!” 

In his goggles Moncreif saw men with 
machine guns crouching behind a farm¬ 
house on a hillside to the right. Machine 
guns opened up from a second farmhouse. 
Moncreif banked hard right — a dangerous 
maneuver with the 79-foot-diamter rotors so 
close to the ground. 

Moncreif’s starboard gunner, Staff Sgt. 
Billy Breedlove, realized they were silhou¬ 
etted against the moon. He fired a long burst 
from his 7.62mm miniguns at the two hous¬ 
es. Another BSA 12.7mm machine gun 
opened up, completing the crossfire. 

Rolling through steep evasive maneu¬ 
vers, Harmon radioed the mission comman¬ 
der in the orbiting gun ship: “No sign of sur¬ 
vivors. We’re just out here trolling for flak.” 
Harmon recommended withdrawal. 

Climbing the steep escarpment, the CS AR 
troops saw streams of red tracers weaving 
toward their two aircraft from the dark valley 
behind. As they passed over a final group of 
farmhouses, they thought they had escaped 
— until Knife 4-3’s belly clanged as if from a 
sledgehammer. In the dim bay, French and 
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American soldiers flinched from the ricochet¬ 
ing bullets; two helicopter gunners, staff 
sergeants Dennis Turner and Randy Rutledge, 
took leg wounds. Then a warning light 
flashed up front: A rotor blade had been hit. 

Gunners in both choppers fired at the 
houses, marking them for air strikes. As 
soon as the helicopters departed the valley, 
an F/A-18 howled down. The Marine pilot 
fired a missile to light up the target for the 
A-10s, which hammered the houses with 
cluster bombs and 30mm rounds. After the 
A-10s climbed away, the Spectre gunship 
fired precisely aimed 105mm rounds. 

The ambushers had themselves been 
ambushed. 

Forced To Talk Peace 

After five days of renewed bombing, the 
last BSA ammunition dumps on the target 
list smoldered on mountainsides; all princi¬ 
pal communications sites had been struck; 
and mechanized units were being bottled up 
in the Drina valley. 

On 7 September, Adm. Smith showed 
Gen. Janvier a grim intel report: The BSA 
was shifting SA-6 units south from Banja 
Luka, obviously to inflict aircraft losses 
on NATO. 

To avoid SEAD attack, BSA air-defense 
units were relying on data transmitted from 
an elaborate integrated air-defense (IAD) 
center housed in several buildings around 
the village of Lisina, north of Banja Luka. 
Smith proposed destroying this long-range 
radar support with cruise missiles. 

The Navy Tomahawk had been upgrad¬ 
ed with improved guidance systems since 
the Gulf War. Smith and Janvier knew the 
Bosnian Serbs and some NATO members 
would view its use as a major escalation; 
Russia, an ally of ethnic Serbs, already was 
criticizing NATO’s campaign. 

Til take the heat,” the admiral 
promised. 

Beginning at 2053 on 10 September, the 
dark waters of the Adriatic lit up as 
Tomahawks rose from the cruiser USS 
Normandy. The 13 missiles used terrain-fol¬ 
lowing navigation, updated every few sec¬ 
onds with GPS fixes. 

At 2125 the first missile sailed low across 
a highway and smashed through the roof of a 
communications center. The 1,000-pound 
warhead blew down the walls and killed 
every BSA soldier inside. Over the next four 
minutes a large “golf ball” radar dome and 
three microwave-relay towers exploded. The 
last two Tomahawks were insurance against 
misses, but there had been none. They 
exploded harmlessly in the forest. 

When Smith read the report he felt sure 
Gen. Mladic would realize that the crip¬ 
pling of his air defenses there would 
expose that sector to NATO bombing. This 
was no small consideration: The Croat 
offensive then underway was rolling up the 
BSA in this sector. Smith emphasized this 
message the next day by dispatching U.S. 
F-15Es to destroy surviving air-defense 
sites around Banja Luka. 

On 14 September, negotiator Holbrooke 
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met with Serb President Milosevic in 
Belgrade. After hours of typical stalling, 
Milosevic handed Holbrooke an agreement 
to abide by the U.N. cease-fire ultimatum, 
which Mladic finally had signed. 

That evening, NATO and UNPROFOR 
agreed to a “suspension” of Operation 
Deliberate Force. 

The next day, recon flights monitored 
more than 200 BSA heavy weapons leaving 
the exclusion zone. 

After 40 months and more than 10,000 
civilian dead, the siege of Sarajevo finally 
ended. The peace accord signed two months 
later in Dayton, Ohio, brought a formal end 
to the long civil war. 

Freelance writer Jack Devlin specializes 
in coverage of European military affairs. 


Slick Willie Watch 


Continued from page 24 


she was a powerful woman [emphasis 
added] but because she seemed not to real¬ 
ize that the citizenry expects its powerful 
leaders, male and female, to show the 
humility befitting those whose authority is 
merely on loan from the people.” 

The Hillary Rodham Clinton fan club’s 
favorite excuse — She’s an intelligent, pow¬ 
erful woman, and men resent that — might 
play well among NOW members but 
decreasingly so in the media. After all, 
reporters and editors resent arrogant, Ivy 
League-yuppie lawyers as much as any of 
us do. 

Also in December, two other national 
magazines, Newsweek and Editor & 
Publisher , carried pointed remarks by some 
media heavyweights who called Bill 
Clinton all but an outright liar. 

And a week before the election, colum¬ 
nist David Broder, the “dean” of national- 
political writers, noted: “It would be good 
to believe that Dole and Perot are just 
hyperventilating — but there is too much 
evidence of serious matters being swept 
under the rug by the President and his sup¬ 
porters not to raise alarms. Second terms 
have been marred far too often by scandals 
and few re-elected president would have 
more buzzards circling than Bill Clinton.” 

As one Washington-based correspondent 
recently told SOF, “We’re expecting it to 
get very hot beginning in February. ” 

Buzzards Circling The 
White House 

First, in 1997 there’s the possibility this 
sitting president will have to defend himself 
in court against Paula Jones’ accusation of 
sexual harassment in Little Rock. Next, spe¬ 
cial prosecutor Kenneth Starr’s investiga¬ 
tions into scandals — Whitewater, the 900 
“secret” FBI files, White House travel 
office. Democrat fund-raising — will be 
concluded sometime. There might be indict¬ 
ments. And then there’s a Republican-con¬ 


trolled Congress, waiting to draw blood. 

The buzzards are starting to circle, even 
if Slick is sitting fat and sassy at the outset 
of his second term. 

The national news media might very 
well be heavy with liberals, Democrats, 
Clinton apologists, etc., but keep this in 
mind: There’s no juicier news story in 
America than the self-destruction of a pres¬ 
idency. 

Stay tuned. ^ 


"Eagle Clam" 


Continued from page 33 


thus subjected to the demands of a night- 
formation, low-level infiltration flight 600 
miles into hostile territory, to arrive at a 
pinpoint refueling site out in the middle of 
a desert. Colonel Kyle appealed Gen. 
Shutler’s decision, opting instead for spe- 
cial-operations-qualified HH-53 pilots 
then available from the Air Force. Neither 
Vaught nor Gast saw fit to push Kyle’s 
appeal, and the Marines stayed. 

In sticking to their choice for Marine 
assault pilots the Joint Chiefs’ chairman and 
his deputy bypassed a pool of nearly 200 
Air Force HH-53-qualified pilots, 96 of 
which were current and another 86 of 
which had, according to the Holloway 
Report, “fairly recent Special Operations 
experience,” (i.e. precisely the type of fly¬ 
ing demanded by the “Eagle Claw” mis¬ 
sion). For apparently “political” reasons, 
one lone Air Force HH-53 co-pilot was 
assigned to the helo component and took 
part in the flight to Desert One. 

As the field rehearsals progressed into 
early 1980 the various components 
increased their skill and confidence levels, 
again with the exception of the helo pilots 
who reportedly seemed not to share the 
enthusiasm that was gripping other JTF 
members. Marginal improvements in their 
night-flying skills were noted, but published 
recollections of the period frequently end 
with a vague, nagging question mark hang¬ 
ing over the performance of the helo crews. 
As the training pace quickened and the 
exciting prospect of a real mission 
approached, everyone wanted to give the 
Marine pilots the benefit of the doubt. As 
Beckwith himself asked later “If not them, 
who? If not now, when?” 

Beckwith’s doubts and his evident desire 
to give the Marine pilots the benefit of those 
doubts reveals something else that was 
steadily eating away at the professional 
judgment of the senior JTF officers; some¬ 
thing that would cost them dearly in the 
end. By March 1980, the senior leadership 
had grown increasingly convinced the exer¬ 
cise was a waste of time; Jimmy Carter 
would never actually give the “Go” signal. 
Gast’s transfer to Hqs TAC during Rice 
Bowl merely heightened their perception. 
This outlook created a mission mentality in 
which obvious problems (e.g., helo-pilot 
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performance) were accepted with the ratio¬ 
nale that the mission would not likely go, 
but if it did the pilots would somehow come 
through in the end. 

By March the only man in the world 
capable of disbanding this JTF was in the 
White House, and by then he was in no 
mood to do anything but pull the corral gate 
open and leap out of the way. In fact, he had 
already let one special horse run free, all the 
way to Desert One a full three weeks before 
the mission was to take place. 

Blue Major, Black World 

An obvious requirement for the entire 
plan was that the heavily laden C-130s be 
able to land at Desert One without their 75- 
ton weight driving the Hercules through the 
desert crust. And the only sure way to ensure 
against that calamity was to send someone in 
advance to the site to take soil samples. As a 
secondary mission, he would also plant spe¬ 
cial landing-light beacons that would remain 
off and thus undetectable until activated by 
the lead Combat Talon on mission night. 

The CIA got the infiltration mission; 
the Air Force got the “volunteer,” a certain 
Major John T. Carney, Jr. At the time the 
major commanded a Combat Control 
Team, the modern-day Air Force equiva¬ 
lent of WWH’s famous Army Pathfinders. 
More important, he was already known 
and trusted by Beckwith. 

The reader might suppose our spooks 
have planes everywhere in the world, and 


therefore Carney was flown to the Middle 
East in some standard military or commer¬ 
cial transport before being put aboard a 
pre-positioned CIA plane for the secret 
flight into Iran. If so, the reader would be 
wrong, at least as far as Carney’s adventure 
is concerned. 

The 6-foot 3-inch former Air Force 
Academy football coach made the entire 
trip from the United States to Desert One in 
a horizontal position, laid out like a cold 
salmon atop a huge rubber fuel bladder 
stuffed into the back of a twin-engine, pro¬ 
peller-driven Twin Otter. If the leg room 
was adequate and the pee tube conveniently 
nearby, the service was definitely spotty; 
the in-flight menu limited to only the occa¬ 
sional sandwich handed back by one of the 
pilots. Rumors that the Agency has no sense 
of humor may be exaggerated, as this recon- 
naisance mission to Iran was scheduled for 
April Fool’s Day. 

Whatever their drawbacks as cabin staff, 
the Agency pilots knew their business well 
enough to get the major to Desert One, 
allow him to take the critical soil samples, 
plant the discrete beacons, then return to a 
nearby country without being detected. 
With soil-filled metal tubes hidden in his 
jacket he was escorted by said spooks 
through various airport security stations 
until he reached England. Unknown to 
Carney, the Pentagon had put the highest 
priority on getting him (or more likely the 
soil samples on him) back now. 


In London his two agent handlers proved 
they understood now. Fishing out hundred- 
dollar bills at the airport as if they were 
somebody else’s money (which of course 
they were), they bought three tickets on the 
supersonic British Airways Concorde flight 
to Dulles International. Rumpled, filthy, and 
cranky from days of abnormal living, 
Carney was escorted by his handlers to the 
Concorde’s plush waiting lounge where his 
upper-crust flying companions welcomed 
him with the warmth normally reserved for 
plague carriers. 

With nowhere to run at 30,000 feet, the 
Concorde’s impeccable stewards did every¬ 
thing they could to make his trip pleasant. 
Not one to offend, the major allowed them 
to do their best and eventually the precious 
metal tubes ended up wherever it was they 
were supposed to go. Shortly thereafter. 
Desert One was approved as the refueling 
site. End of mission? 

Carney couldn’t know then that in three 
weeks he’d be going back to Desert One. 

Next month, SOF will describe the fatal 
mission in Iran, and the little-known plan for 
a second rescue attempt. 

Col. Michael E. Haas, USAF (Ret.) served 
in Army SF, logging nearly a thousand com¬ 
bat hours as flight platoon commander in 
Vietnam. During his Air Force career, Haas 
served with SpecOps aviation and command¬ 
ed the Pararescue Squadron. X 
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NIJ Certified 
and 
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Approved 


MADE 


COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VEST 

AS LOW AS 


AND TACTICAL, 
INCLUDING FLAK JACKET, 
HTV, NATO ASSAULT 
AND DESERT STORM 
STARTING AT 

$ 499.95 

For Armor Catalogue send $4.00 
or $15.00 for 1500 page complete set 

Inter-American 
Security Products, Inc. 
13605 S. Dixie Hwy., Suite 136-1 
Miami , Florida 33176-7252 
Ph.: (305) 256-0370 
FAX: (305) 256-9587 
E-Mail: interam@thenet.net 


WEAPONSfGHTS 


Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
D-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 /4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 


STOCK REFINISHING - Video & Custom Oil lr - 
Quick & easy method shown step-by-step "•*—n 
on video (82 mins). Stripping, steaming dents, $ 

repairing chips, scratches, sanding, staining, filling the grain, plus 
tricks of the trade. Includes 14oz. spray cen of Custom Oil. 
Professional results guaranteed! (ship $5) $39.95 

STOCK GLASS BEDDING KIT with step-by-step video 

Inprove your rifles accuracy! Proven glass bedding kit and step-by- 
step 96 minute video. Covers wood and composite stocks. Shows 
tricks of the trade. A perfect job your first time! (ship $5)$39.95 

TACTICAL BLACK METAL FINISHING with video 

Refinish that worn or rusty firearm, Durable non-reflective black bake- 
on lacquer finish. Quick & easy. No chemical dips or tanks. Works on 
brass, steel, aluminum & stainless. Each can will do one tong gun or 
two pistols. Instructional video included. (ship $5) $39.95 

PARKERIZING KIT with step-by-step video 
Professional results at home! Includes enough parkerizing solution 
to do several guns and a detailed 60 min step-by-step video which 
reveals the secrets to successful results. (ship $12) $49.95 

KISS- 1-800-797-0867 -. 

KV5F1 AMERICAN GUNSMITHING INSTITUTE I^SP 
USai 1325 Imola Ave, W.. Suite W504-K1, Napa. CA 9-1559 L— — 1 


Front & Back Protector $220 
Detachable Side Panels $45 
Chest Trauma Plate $35 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 


Battle Packs: Sealed, Watertight package 
contains 10 boxes of 30 rds. each=300 Rds. 
Cases: Factory Sealed case contains 
9 Battle Packs=2700 Rds 
BATTLE PACKS...#SA1...$55.00 
SPECIAL: 3 Battle Packs (900 rds.) $155.00 
CASES...#SA2...$427.00 

We accept checks, Money Orders and VISA 8. MC (Visa/MC 
Orders must add 3% to price) 

FREE SHIPPING in Continental USI 
Dealers call for Quantity Discount Prices 

Wail order & fax customers must include photocopy of drivers license and 
|ned statement to read: I certify that l am 21 years of age and no federal, si 
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Matthews, N.C. 28105 
Ph. (704) 847-8793 FAX: (704) 847-4447 
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Bright source protected! 
Water & shock resistant! 
1 year factory warranty! 


NIGHT QUESTS 


NightQuest™ Monoculars 

#100 GEN 2.$ 715 00 

#150 GEN 2*.$ 895 00 

#160 GEN 3*.$1345 00 

* Optional camera adaptor available below 

NightQuesfBinoculars 

#200 GEN 2.$1705 00 

#250 GEN 2.$1795 00 

#210 GEN 3.$2155 00 

#260 GEN 3.$ 2245 00 

NightQuesf" Accessories 

6x Lens/IR Kit.$ 349 00 

*Camera Adaptor ... $ 120 00 

IJ.S. MILITARY 

PVS-7B 

New-ln-Box! 
w/hard & soft case, 
headmount, 1 year warranty. 

GEN 3.$3195 00 

THE HOBBIT WARRIOR 
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Damascus.$ 424 95 

Training knife.$ 35 95 
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A Division Of DCG Supply Co. 

(800) 998-7007 

http://www.policesupply.com 


sales@policesupply. com 









American soldiers flinched from the ricochet¬ 
ing bullets; two helicopter gunners, staff 
sergeants Dennis Turner and Randy Rutledge, 
took leg wounds. Then a warning light 
flashed up front: A rotor blade had been hit. 

Gunners in both choppers fired at the 
houses, marking them for air strikes. As 
soon as the helicopters departed the valley, 
an F/A-18 howled down. The Marine pilot 
fired a missile to light up the target for the 
A-10s, which hammered the houses with 
cluster bombs and 30mm rounds. After the 
A-10s climbed away, the Spectre gunship 
fired precisely aimed 105mm rounds. 

The ambushers had themselves been 
ambushed. 

Forced To Talk Peace 

After five days of renewed bombing, the 
last BSA ammunition dumps on the target 
list smoldered on mountainsides; all princi¬ 
pal communications sites had been struck; 
and mechanized units were being bottled up 
in the Drina valley. 

On 7 September, Adm. Smith showed 
Gen. Janvier a grim intel report: The BSA 
was shifting SA-6 units south from Banja 
Luka, obviously to inflict aircraft losses 
on NATO. 

To avoid SEAD attack, BSA air-defense 
units were relying on data transmitted from 
an elaborate integrated air-defense (IAD) 
center housed in several buildings around 
the village of Lisina, north of Banja Luka. 
Smith proposed destroying this long-range 
radar support with cruise missiles. 

The Navy Tomahawk had been upgrad¬ 
ed with improved guidance systems since 
the Gulf War. Smith and Janvier knew the 
Bosnian Serbs and some NATO members 
would view its use as a major escalation; 
Russia, an ally of ethnic Serbs, already was 
criticizing NATO’s campaign. 

“I’ll take the heat,” the admiral 
promised. 

Beginning at 2053 on 10 September, the 
dark waters of the Adriatic lit up as 
Tomahawks rose from the cruiser USS 
Normandy. The 13 missiles used terrain-fol¬ 
lowing navigation, updated every few sec¬ 
onds with GPS fixes. 

At 2125 the first missile sailed low across 
a highway and smashed through the roof of a 
communications center. The 1,000-pound 
warhead blew down the walls and killed 
every BSA soldier inside. Over the next four 
minutes a large “golf ball” radar dome and 
three microwave-relay towers exploded. The 
last two Tomahawks were insurance against 
misses, but there had been none. They 
exploded harmlessly in the forest. 

When Smith read the report he felt sure 
Gen. Mladic would realize that the crip¬ 
pling of his air defenses there would 
expose that sector to NATO bombing. This 
was no small consideration: The Croat 
offensive then underway was rolling up the 
BSA in this sector. Smith emphasized this 
message the next day by dispatching U.S. 
F-15Es to destroy surviving air-defense 
sites around Banja Luka. 

On 14 September, negotiator Holbrooke 
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Complete kit detailing every step 
necessary in legally practicing as 
a bounty hunter. Includes: 


^ Procedure in obtaining arrest author¬ 
ity (necessary paperwork included). 

^ Contact numbers for anyone to 
access background searches, crim¬ 
inal records, social security search¬ 
es, vehicle registration records, asset 
searches, and foreign searches. 

it Federal statutes. 

yt Interrogation procedure. 

^ Advertising. 

^ Arrest procedure. 

^ Prisoner transport. 

Speedy and free delivery (allow one week). 
Mail $49.95 check or money order to: 


Freedom Distributors 

P.O. Box 66 
Mebane, NC 27302 


BODY ARMOR 
THAT STOPS 
.44 MAGNUMS 


and weighs only 3 lbs.! 



SOFT, COMFORTABLE, CONCEALABLE 


MED: $170 LRG: $205 XL: $275 XXL: $315 

Adjustable ballistic panel carriers 
available In white and navy. 

5 YEAR WARRANTY ON BALLISTICS 

Prepaid orders add $5. $10 charge for COD's, 
One week shipping for stock sizes. 

State height and weight when ordering. 

Money orders and certified check's accepted. 
COD's cash only. Air Shipping Extra. 

MICHIGAN BODY ARMOR 

P.O. BOX 251423. WEST BLOOMFIELD. Ml 48325 
TEL/FAX 810-788-2234 


met with Serb President Milosevic in 
Belgrade. After hours of typical stalling, 
Milosevic handed Holbrooke an agreement 
to abide by the U.N. cease-fire ultimatum, 
which Mladic finally had signed. 

That evening, NATO and UNPROFOR 
agreed to a “suspension” of Operation 
Deliberate Force. 

The next day, recon flights monitored 
more than 200 BSA heavy weapons leaving 
the exclusion zone. 

After 40 months and more than 10,000 
civilian dead, the siege of Sarajevo finally 
ended. The peace accord signed two months 
later in Dayton, Ohio, brought a formal end 
to the long civil war. 

Freelance writer Jack Devlin specializes 
in coverage of European military affairs. ^ 


Slick Willie Watch 


Continued from page 24 


she was a powerful woman [emphasis 
added] but because she seemed not to real¬ 
ize that the citizenry expects its powerful 
leaders, male and female, to show the 
humility befitting those whose authority is 
merely on loan from the people.” 

The Hillary Rodham Clinton fan club's 
favorite excuse — She's an intelligent, pow¬ 
erful woman, and men resent that — might 
play well among NOW members but 
decreasingly so in the media. After all, 
reporters and editors resent arrogant, Ivy 
League-yuppie lawyers as much as any of 
us do. 

Also in December, two other national 
magazines, Newsweek and Editor & 
Publisher , carried pointed remarks by some 
media heavyweights who called Bill 
Clinton all but an outright liar. 

And a week before the election, colum¬ 
nist David Broder, the “dean” of national- 
political writers, noted: “It would be good 
to believe that Dole and Perot are just 
hyperventilating — but there is too much 
evidence of serious matters being swept 
under the rug by the President and his sup¬ 
porters not to raise alarms. Second terms 
have been marred far too often by scandals 
and few re-elected president would have 
more buzzards circling than Bill Clinton.” 

As one Washington-based correspondent 
recently told SOF , “We’re expecting it to 
get very hot beginning in February.” 

Buzzards Circling The 
White House 

First, in 1997 there’s the possibility this 
sitting president will have to defend himself 
in court against Paula Jones’ accusation of 
sexual harassment in Little Rock. Next, spe¬ 
cial prosecutor Kenneth Starr’s investiga¬ 
tions into scandals — Whitewater, the 900 
“secret” FBI files, White House travel 
office. Democrat fund-raising — will be 
concluded sometime. There might be indict¬ 
ments. And then there’s a Republican-con¬ 


trolled Congress, waiting to draw blood. 

The buzzards are starting to circle, even 
if Slick is sitting fat and sassy at the outset 
of his second term. 

The national news media might very 
well be heavy with liberals, Democrats, 
Clinton apologists, etc., but keep this in 
mind: There’s no juicier news story in 
America than the self-destruction of a pres¬ 
idency. 

Stay tuned. ^ 


"Eagle Clam" 


Continued from page 33 


thus subjected to the demands of a night- 
formation, low-level infiltration flight 600 
miles into hostile territory, to arrive at a 
pinpoint refueling site out in the middle of 
a desert. Colonel Kyle appealed Gen. 
Shutler’s decision, opting instead for spe- 
cial-operations-qualified HH-53 pilots 
then available from the Air Force. Neither 
Vaught nor Gast saw fit to push Kyle’s 
appeal, and the Marines stayed. 

In sticking to their choice for Marine 
assault pilots the Joint Chiefs’ chairman and 
his deputy bypassed a pool of nearly 200 
Air Force HH-53-qualified pilots, 96 of 
which were current and another 86 of 
which had, according to the Holloway 
Report, “fairly recent Special Operations 
experience,” (i.e. precisely the type of fly¬ 
ing demanded by the “Eagle Claw” mis¬ 
sion). For apparently “political” reasons, 
one lone Air Force HH-53 co-pilot was 
assigned to the helo component and took 
part in the flight to Desert One. 

As the field rehearsals progressed into 
early 1980 the various components 
increased their skill and confidence levels, 
again with the exception of the helo pilots 
who reportedly seemed not to share the 
enthusiasm that was gripping other JTF 
members. Marginal improvements in their 
night-flying skills were noted, but published 
recollections of the period frequently end 
with a vague, nagging question mark hang¬ 
ing over the performance of the helo crews. 
As the training pace quickened and the 
exciting prospect of a real mission 
approached, everyone wanted to give the 
Marine pilots the benefit of the doubt. As 
Beckwith himself asked later “If not them, 
who? If not now, when?” 

Beckwith’s doubts and his evident desire 
to give the Marine pilots the benefit of those 
doubts reveals something else that was 
steadily eating away at the professional 
judgment of the senior JTF officers; some¬ 
thing that would cost them dearly in the 
end. By March 1980, the senior leadership 
had grown increasingly convinced the exer¬ 
cise was a waste of time; Jimmy Carter 
would never actually give the “Go” signal. 
Gast’s transfer to Hqs TAC during Rice 
Bowl merely heightened their perception. 
This outlook created a mission mentality in 
which obvious problems (e.g., helo-pilot 
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performance) were accepted with the ratio¬ 
nale that the mission would not likely go, 
but if it did the pilots would somehow come 
through in the end. 

By March the only man in the world 
capable of disbanding this JTF was in the 
White House, and by then he was in no 
mood to do anything but pull the corral gate 
open and leap out of the way. In fact, he had 
already let one special horse run free, all the 
way to Desert One a full three weeks before 
the mission was to take place. 

Blue Major, Black World 

An obvious requirement for the entire 
plan was that the heavily laden C-130s be 
able to land at Desert One without their 75- 
ton weight driving the Hercules through the 
desert crust. And the only sure way to ensure 
against that calamity was to send someone in 
advance to the site to take soil samples. As a 
secondary mission, he would also plant spe¬ 
cial landing-light beacons that would remain 
off and thus undetectable until activated by 
the lead Combat Talon on mission night. 

The CIA got the infiltration mission; 
the Air Force got the “volunteer,” a certain 
Major John T. Carney, Jr. At the time the 
major commanded a Combat Control 
Team, the modern-day Air Force equiva¬ 
lent of WWII’s famous Army Pathfinders. 
More important, he was already known 
and trusted by Beckwith. 

The reader might suppose our spooks 
have planes everywhere in the world, and 


therefore Carney was flown to the Middle 
East in some standard military or commer¬ 
cial transport before being put aboard a 
pre-positioned CIA plane for the secret 
flight into Iran. If so, the reader would be 
wrong, at least as far as Carney’s adventure 
is concerned. 

The 6-foot 3-inch former Air Force 
Academy football coach made the entire 
trip from the United States to Desert One in 
a horizontal position, laid out like a cold 
salmon atop a huge rubber fuel bladder 
stuffed into the back of a twin-engine, pro¬ 
peller-driven Twin Otter. If the leg room 
was adequate and the pee tube conveniently 
nearby, the service was definitely spotty; 
the in-flight menu limited to only the occa¬ 
sional sandwich handed back by one of the 
pilots. Rumors that the Agency has no sense 
of humor may be exaggerated, as this recon- 
naisance mission to Iran was scheduled for 
April Fool’s Day. 

Whatever their drawbacks as cabin staff, 
the Agency pilots knew their business well 
enough to get the major to Desert One, 
allow him to take the critical soil samples, 
plant the discrete beacons, then return to a 
nearby country without being detected. 
With soil-filled metal tubes hidden in his 
jacket he was escorted by said spooks 
through various airport security stations 
until he reached England. Unknown to 
Carney, the Pentagon had put the highest 
priority on getting him (or more likely the 
soil samples on him) back now. 


In London his two agent handlers proved 
they understood now. Fishing out hundred- 
dollar bills at the airport as if they were 
somebody else’s money (which of course 
they were), they bought three tickets on the 
supersonic British Airways Concorde flight 
to Dulles International. Rumpled, filthy, and 
cranky from days of abnormal living, 
Carney was escorted by his handlers to the 
Concorde’s plush waiting lounge where his 
upper-crust flying companions welcomed 
him with the warmth normally reserved for 
plague carriers. 

With nowhere to run at 30,000 feet, the 
Concorde’s impeccable stewards did every¬ 
thing they could to make his trip pleasant. 
Not one to offend, the major allowed them 
to do their best and eventually the precious 
metal tubes ended up wherever it was they 
were supposed to go. Shortly thereafter, 
Desert One was approved as the refueling 
site. End of mission? 

Carney couldn’t know then that in three 
weeks he’d be going back to Desert One. 

Next month, SOF will describe the fatal 
mission in Iran, and the little-known plan for 
a second rescue attempt. 

Col Michael E. Haas, USAF (Ret.) served 
in Army SF, logging nearly a thousand com¬ 
bat hours as flight platoon commander in 
Vietnam. During his Air Force career, Haas 
served with SpecOps aviation and command¬ 
ed the Pararescue Squadron . 






NIGHT VISION PRICE BREAKTHROUGH! 


EXCALIMJR ENTERPRISES, P.G. BOX 400, FOGELSVILLE, PA 18051-0400 
PHONE (610) 391-9105 ‘'Call today for more information" FAX (610) 391-9223 


Come see us at our new cyber site: http://www.nightvis.com 


Tube Certificate - Factory test data sheets, pro¬ 
vided with new systems tell the quality story. 


WARRANTY - Our night vision systems include 
a 2-year WARRANTY. 


Get these while supplies last... 


Express Service - Price includes UPS - Blue 
shipping within 24-hours. 


High-Quality Parts - No Russian parts in these 
units, we use only high-quality US-made parts. 


American Eagle™ 

Gen II - priced from $1195.00 

delivered (new unit with exc. cond. tube) 

Gen III - 

$2350.00 delivered 

(new unit, new tube) 


Hand hold or camera mount this 
versatile night vision surveillance 
pocketscope. Includes everything 
you need to operate. Optional 
accessories facilitate mounting to 
still and video cameras. Shown 
above with 35mm camera, which is 
not included. 


Born in the U.S.A. 

American Eagle™ 

beats the competition! 


AN/PVS-4 

Desert Storm Sniper Scope 

Priced from $2099.00 
Delivered with M16 weapon mount, batteries, case, manual. 


AN/PVS-5 

Desert Storm Driver's Goggle 

Priced from $2195.00 


Delivered with soft case, batteries, manual, headstrap. 


AN/PVS-7 

Infantryman's Night Vision Goggle 

Price from $2195.00 


Delivered with soft case, batteries, manual, headmount. 
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Appropriate Response 


Continued from page 39 


against being assaulted or interfered with. It 
is a serious federal crime to assault a feder¬ 
al officer or to obstruct execution of the 
warrant. Don’t turn a possible later indict¬ 
ment into a sure one. 

A search warrant does not authorize 
agents to arrest you or anyone else on the 
premises (although assaulting the agents or 
forcibly interfering with the execution of 
the warrant will justify a warrantless arrest) 
and it does not authorize them to handcuff 
you, restrict you to a particular place or pre¬ 
vent you from leaving. 

You have a perfect right to leave the 
premises and should do so immediately. If 
you are physically prevented from leaving, 
you have just been falsely arrested in viola¬ 
tion of the Fourth Amendment and will 
have your recovery later in court as well as 
taking some of the other retaliatory mea¬ 
sures promised above. You must get your¬ 
self and your family out of the house for 
several reasons: 

(A) to avoid the personal insult, humili¬ 
ation, provocation and indignities which 
many agents seem to enjoy; 

(B) to avoid a potentially life-threaten¬ 
ing situation; 

(C) to avoid creating evidence against 
yourself ( rule one). There is no useful pur¬ 
pose your remaining on the premises can 
serve; if the agents are going to plant evi¬ 
dence or destroy property, they will do it 
whether or not you are present. 

You will need as much information 
about identities, badge numbers and 
descriptions as you can manage in the min¬ 
utes before you leave. These will be useful 
later when you assert or defend your rights. 
But they are not a reason to delay leaving 
the premises promptly. You are legally enti¬ 
tled to a copy of the warrant, but do not 
remain on the premises if you are refused. 

You should disable your telephones and 
fax machines before leaving in order to pre¬ 
vent the agents from illegally seizing evi¬ 
dence (calls and faxes) which might come 
in while they are on the premises. Such 
items did not exist when the warrant was 
signed and cannot possibly be covered by 
the warrant. Their seizure will therefore be 
illegal; but it is better to prevent such 
seizures from even happening. If you are 
physically prevented from disabling your 
own property, go somewhere else and place 
incoming calls to all your lines and keep 
the circuits open. 

Now, call your lawyer. 

The author is a retired U.S. Department 
of Justice lawyer and a retired colonel in 
the Marine Corps Reserve practicing 
firearms law in Greensboro , NC. He is a 
1959 graduate of the University of Kentucky 
and a 1962 graduate of the UK College of 
Law, where he was Note Editor of the 
Kentucky Law Journal. 
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J "How to" GUN REPAIR 
s MAINTENANCE VIDEOS 


Genuine British SAS Genuine British 
; and Para Smocks Military Rucksacks 


INTERNATIONAL COMBAT TRAINING 


Beware of 
imitations 


Genuine British 


Military Watches 


SPECIAL OPERATIONS GROUP 
PO. Box 94 • Trade. TN 37691 USA 
Fax 81 424 80 7749 


Industry Leader Since 1991! 
Biggest Selection in the USA! 
Guaranteed Lowest Prices! 

Super Specials: Now Save up to 4 
2-Year Warranty! 

Optional Lifetime Warranty! 
Iron-Clad Money-Back Guarantee! 


Offering only Grade “A” quality 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
generation weapon sights, spotting scopes, 
binoculars and goggles from as low as $249! 

ORDERS: 1-800-424-8222 

Info: 714-497-4683 • Fax: 714-497-1270. 


M'O'R'O'VISION 

NIGHT VISION SPECIALIST SINCE 1991 


219 Broadway, Suite 307/SF, Laguna Beach* CA 92651 


Security & Personal Defense Int. 
Training 


AG I s exclusive “How-to” ARMORER COURSES. Each video 


covers one gun in detail including: history, step-by-step 
design & function using cutaway guns, total 
disassembly down to the last part, reassembly, 
maintenance, troubleshooting, repairs and accessories. 
You will also learn feeding, ejection corrections, tuning, 
customizing, common problems and mistakes to avoid. 

Courses available: 

SAW I HAK 

'm&K REVOLVERS », *3. 94 


P.S.P.D. Int. 

PO Box 181, Landis, NC 28088 704-855-8373 


COMBAT • RECONDO • SPECIAL OPS 
Firearms Training: Pistol, Shotguns, Machineguns 
BROCHURE $5.00 CASH 


S39.95 Value 


VISA / MC / COD • Catalog Available! 
24 HOUR ORDER DESK 
AMERICAN Cl NSMITHINC INS Till I’E 


1325 Imola Avenue W., Suite #504-A1, Napa. CA 94559 


Firearms 

SRT 

Survival / 

\ Surveillance 

Combat / 

\ Executive 

Sniper r 

j Protection 

Urban \ 

J Private 

Free \. 

Brochure 

y Training 


[phone or send for FREE 100+ page 
Silverman’s (SQF), Mile End, London El^tPS 
[England Phone 011-44-1717-900-900 

Fax 011-44-171-791-0008 


Orders dispatched by air 
mail £19.99,per order 


ENUINE BRITISH MILITARY KIT 










































































#1 WORLD SUPPLIER 
BODY ARMOR 


* *NATO M193 SPEC *.55GR FMJ 
•BRASS CASE ‘BERDAN PRIMED 
‘WATERTIGHT PACKAGING "NON-CORROSIVE 
‘PERFECT FOR LONG TERM STORAGE 


NIC, ItlC. Law Enforcement Supply 
500 Flournoy Lucas Rd. Bldg. #3-SOF1096 
Shreveport, LA 71106 

TOLL FREE 888-642-0007 FAX 318-688-1367 


NIJ Certified 
and 

U.S. Gov. 
Approved 


COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VEST 

AS LOW AS 


AND TACTICAL, 
INCLUDING FLAK JACKET, 
HTV, NATO ASSAULT 
AND DESERT STORM 

STARTING AT 

$ 499.95 

For Armor Catalogue send $4.00 
or $15.00 for 1500 page complete set 

Inter-American 
Security Products , Inc . 
13605 S. Dixie HwySuite 136-1 
Miami , Florida 33176-7252 
Ph(305) 256-0370 
FAX: (305) 256-9587 
E-Mall: lnteram@thenet.net 


WEAPONSIGHTS 


AFFORDABLE HIGH QUALITY NIGHT VISION' 


Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A M tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 23/4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 


►2nd Generation 
•Hard Case Included 

• Elcar^miiitary mount inc. 

• 10 Day Money-Back Guar 

• 2 Year. Warranty' w 


STOCK REFINISHING - Video & Custom Oil _ 

Quick & easy method shown step-by-step “**—«mSK£ 
on video (82 mins). Stripping, steaming denis, ’'**** 3 ^l 

repairing chips, scratches, sanding, staining, Tilting the grain, plus 
tricks of the trade. Indudes 14oz. spray can of Custom Oil. 
Professional results guaranteed! (ship S5) $39.95 

STOCK GLASS BEDDING KIT with step-by-step video 

Inprove your rifles accuracy! Proven glass bedding kit and step-by- 
step 96 minute video. Covers wood and composite stocks. Shows 
tricks of the trade. A perfect job your first time! (ship S5)$39.95 

TACTICAL BLACK METAL FINISHING with video 

Refinish that worn or rusty firearm. Durable non-reflective black bake- 
on lacquer finish. Quick & easy. No chemical dips or tanks. Works on 
brass, steel, aluminum & stainless. Each can wiil do one long gun or 
two pistols. Instructional video included. (ship $5) $39.95 

PARKERIZING KIT with step-by-step video 
Professionai results at home! Includes enough parkerizing solution 
to do several guns and a detailed 60 min step-by-step video which 
reveals the secrets to successful results. (ship $12) $49.95 

SSSSS* 1.800'797-0867hrs gr 

RRI AMERICAN GUNSMJTH1NGINSTITITK T5T 
UiU 1325 Imola Ave. W.. Suite S504-K1, Napa. CA 94559 -- 


Front A Back Protector $220 
Detachable Side Panels $45 
Chest Trauma Plate $35 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 


Battle Packs: Seated, Watertight package 


contains 10 boxes of 30 rds. each=300 Rds. 
Cases: Factory Sealed case contains 
9 Battle Packs=2700 Rds. 

BATTLE PACKS...#SA1...$55.00 
SPECIAL: 3 Battle Packs (900 rds.) $155.00 
CASES...#SA2...$427.00 

We accept checks, Money Orders and VISA & MC (VIsa/MC 
Orders must add 3% to price) 

FREE SHIPPING in Continental USI 
Dealers call for Quantity Discount Prices 
Mail order & fax customers must include photocopy of drivers license and . 
signed statement to read: I certify that I am 21 years of age and no federal, st 


MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 Dept SF 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 

_Ph. (704) 847-8793 FAX: (704) 847-4447 


local laws prohibit this puichase. 





































Build a. 

The Body 4" * 
You've Alway^ '* 
Dreamed of^jL 

Without Exercise - F&&T! 


The SCI 100 Wire Tap 
Alarm SysteiR. detects 
wiretap equipment on 
your single phone line, 
and alerts you with an 
on-line warning tone! 


37mm LAUNCHER 


Credit Card Orders Call 1-800-401-4677 
OR check/money order to: David Steele (SOF397) 
1280 Bison, Ste. B9507, Newport Beach, CA 92660 
Information Only Call (714) 856-2023 
Internet: http://www.davidsteele.com 


/ 1 f i a m m 

P.O. Box 112372 Campbell, CA 95011-2372 


Be a DETECTIVE 


iflWfuiw ►iTBi uT 


Now you can develop the body you’ve always dreamed 
of in only 25 minutes a day! Safe, adjustable impulses 
work Abs.Pecs. Biceps, Quads, Lats, all muscles. Fully 
upgradeable up to 8 pads. Results guaranteed in 30 
days or your money back! (less a 15% restock fee). 


Wave Form; Bi-Phasic square pulse. 

Output ; Constant current. 

PuUs : 4, (Upgradeable to 6 or 8) 
Intensity : Adjustable (MM) mA peak into 
500 ohm load each channel. 
Pulse Rate : Adjustable 2 Hz-120 Hz. 

Pulse Width: 250 microseconds 
Ramp Time: Adjustable 1-8 seconds. 

ON Time : Adjustable I -30 seconds. 

OFF Time : Adjustable 1-30 seconds 
Battery : One 9 volt hattery. 

Size ; l X 2.5 X 3.75 inches! j 


This marvel of miniaturized elec¬ 
tronics is so advanced that it de¬ 
fines the state of the art in EMS 
technology. No other unit on the 
market offers all these features. 
Each unit comes complete with 
4 rubber pads AND 4 adhesive 
hydrogel pads for added conven¬ 
ience. It’s even upgradeable lo 
power 6 to 8 pads! This EMS 
400 is being sold by Medical 
Supply Houses for S495. Our - 
price is Now ONLY $299! 

Gel Yours Today! 


Lifetime Warranty - G.I. Specs! 
ONLY __ 

$275.00 


▼ PI tts$7 Shipping 

Allow 3-4 Weeks Shipping 

ORDER TODAYCALL 
1-800-334-0074 
Dept. 101 

VISA *MC* AMEX 

PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY WITH 


ONLY! 

$299.00 

plus $10.00 S&H 
CA res add 
S23.I7 tax 


51/2 lbs., Folding Stock Extends From 2T to 32' 
Prepaid-Add $100 tor S&H COD $9.50 


U.S. Patent 
#4658099 


FDA Registered, Proven Safe and Effective. 
Use While Reading, Traveling, or Just Re¬ 
laxing in The Privacy of Your Own Home. 
Gain the "Unfair" Training Advantage. 


Call today for FREE parts catalog! 

- 1 P.O. Box 367 

HD Avondale Estates, GA 30002 

rp Order Line 1-800-858-0809 


When calling 911 
just won't do... 


vl * IjiAl m ILL U- 

LUMiFST SELECTION 1 
[)F BOO’S OF ANYONE! 


AND EARN YOUR BADGE 

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 

/Xm EKsL MEN - WOMEN 

TRAIN at home for 
AN EXCITING PART OR 
S Ol FULL-TIME CAREER AS A 
p RI VATE DETECTIVE. 

m START YOUR OWN AGENCY 
OR WORK FOR OTHERS. 
LEARN ALL THE LATEST 

techniques^*** 

FROM THE 

estexperts. 

1973 YOU ARE TAUGHT BY FORME^t*^ 
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SPECIALISTS. 

' POLICE AND PRIVATE DETECTIVES. 
“THE ONLY COURSE OF ITS KIND.” 
YOUR PAST EXPERIENCE COMBINED 
WITH THE UNIQUE GLOBAL PROGRAM 
WILL MAKE YOU 


Starting at 


“Now earning 
$100,000 a year 
as a P.l. Thank 
you Global." 


TIMBERSHEPHERD 

-"The Mercedes Benz of 
executive protection dogs." 

-The Premium K-9.“ 

-SOF Magazine 

Pups and Trained Adults Available 

LRRP K-9 SERVICES 

Box 1620-MA 
Aiken, SC 29802 
(803) 649-5936 

Brochure $3.00 Broch & Video $8.00 


PRIVATE 

DETECTIVE 


NOW OR FAX 617-279-3215 

NO OBLIGATION • NO SALESMAN 


Prices may vary depending on sizes. Please call for 
‘additional prices and items as well as a 1994 Catalog ! 
Mail proper amount plus 6.75 (double for Canada). 

(TN residents add 825% sales tax) 
for shipping and handling to: 

GREENE MILITARY 

7215 Kingston Pike, Dept.. SF. Knoxville, TN 37919] 
brder Toll Free 1-800-521-7977 In TN (615) 588-594^ 
satisactJon Guaranteed or Your Money Back 


GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
171 S. PARK ST. STONEHAM, MA 02180 


NAME 


_STATE _ ZIP 

FREE INFORMATION 




Wfffm Wj> v- 



H 




























































NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS 


WARNING! DON'T GET FOOLED BY FRAUDS! 

Other companies claiming to have similar, bett er all in one products 
can't compare because "of rli.g. dosage. Ask" compare beware 1 


S&K Labs, 2637 E. Atlantic Blvd., Suite 101 
Pompano Beach, Florida 33062 




Exclusive Video Instruction reveals professional tricks of the trade, 
step-by-step! You will learn: 

• Repairing cracked & chipped slocks 

• Recoil pad & Sling swivel installation 
fMW M tt • Professional Scope mounting tricks 

■P ■EpMl • Sight & red ramp installation 
J ill * Slugging & casting bores & chambers 

• Cleaning and oiling techniques 
fvi-' * C° ld b,uin 9 methods 

W* ,*,4 V* • Stock bedding techniques 
I ,i* 'JUk i * polisb ' n 9 chambers & re-tipping tiring pins 
l l00 | s y OU need/how to set up your shop 

I—2__-2_-• How to make special tools ,. and more 

Over 4 hours of video instruction. Also includes 42-page workbook 
packed with technical details, blueprints, tricks of the trade & sources 
of supply. Reg. $99 SALE - ONLY! $69 * S 7 .Mahp free catalog 1 . 
FREE BONUS!!! Order now & receive a 1-hour Introductory 
Professional Gunsmithing Video $10 value FREE! 


WORLD’S FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 

Our catalog, over 120 full color 
pages , has the equipment you 
need for your outdoor adventures! 

• Boots 

• GPS’s 

• Hi-Tech Optics 

• Night Vision 

• Collectibles 

• Memorabilia 

• Knives 

• Shooting Accessories 

• Official & Tactical Uniforms 
Gear for — 

• Camping & Survival 

• Military 

• Paintball 

• Climbing & Rappelling 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible” to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 

■ Multiple Addresses Brann 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover fiSSSSSRS 

■ How to “Disappear” Kl, }j 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT—and MORE! 

VisaJMC: 800-338-8484 fi ^ H 

ONLY SI 8.95 


24 HOUR ORDER DESK CATALOG AVAILABLE B 
AMERICAN (JUNSMITHINt; INSTITUTE 
1325 Imota Ave. W.. Suite 0504-H1. Napa, CA 94559 


rrom time to time, we make our list of cus¬ 
tomers’ names and addresses available to care¬ 
fully screened companies to send announce¬ 
ments of their products or services. 

If you prefer not to receive such mailings, and 
want your name on our subscriber list only, 
please write us, enclosing your mailing label. 
Please address your request to: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
Attn: Customer Service 


EDEN PRESS KHUHHUH^H 

11623 Stater C . Box B410-AP fountain Valley. CA 92726 
Your (□ Regular P&H, $3.00 (Please add 
Choice (□ FIRST CLASS,$6.00 to order.) 


Call For Your FREE Catalog 


Name 

Address 


1-502-351-1164 International 


See What's New On Our Website! 
http: //ww w. usca v, com 


CRYSTAL CONTROLLED 
VHF/FM TRANSMITTER 
W/RECEIVER & RECORDER 

VOICE 

TRANSMITTER 

I Size - 2"x 3" 

2000’ range (line of sight) 
JL 170 MHZ-range 

( U Sensitivity: 

\ A| 85 db spl@ ±7khz FM 

8 Channels available 
B /3B&I Freq. Response: 
k>Wm 100-10,000 hz 
A Battery life: 

■A \ 9V AJkaline«12 hrs. 

0^ Lithium*20 hrs. 

f Transmitter compatible 

with any programmable 
scanner. 


REFUGEE RELIEF 
INTERNATIONAL INC 


THIS PRODUCT IS TO BE TAKEN Orally. 

100% Natural, No harmful side effects. 

S&K LABS Boron 

Can greatly increase your muscle, mass, strength and 
size. Industry claims Testosterone levels up to 300%! 
Greatly enhance your physical appearance literally 
sculpting your own body with huge, healthy, HARD 
MUSCLE! 

Get that lean awesome body builder physique now with 
one 3 month cycle tor only $14,951 
If you are not completely satisfied with the growth you 
obtain within 15 days return it for a full refund. 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 

To get your super anabolic growth cycle from: 

S&K LABS 


The end of the "evil empire" has not solved all of the 
world's problems. The Karens, after a 40-year struggle 
against successive tyrannies in Burma, are now refu¬ 
gees in dire straits In Thailand, The medical situation 
in Cambodia is a disaster.The Black Creoles on the 
east coast of Nicaragua are no better off. And so on. 
RRI is trying to help, but we need your help. 

Medical supplies of most types are still urgently 
needed. We can't handle bulky equipment, items that 
have to be locked up or refrigerated. Checks and money 
orders are welcome. None of the funds collected go for 
staff salaries or other administrative expenses. 

All donations are tax deductible. Put a packing 
list with name and address of donor with each 
package, and indicate whether you wish to be listed 
as a donor in SOF. RRI is #1013 on the 1996 
Combined Federal Campaign National List. Be sure 
to designate your gift for RRI. 

Please send letters and checks to: 

REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 

Please send UPS and other packages to: 

REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL 
c/o SOF Warehouse, 5735 Arapahoe Avenue 

r>n oAon'i 


FCC APPROVED 


S14.95 + S&H C.O.D.’s WELCOME! 

Use your personal check over !he phone or order by cash on delivery 

£ ORDER N0WW.1-800-275-7822 TS* 
ma MONEY BACK GUARANTEE tej 

Special Quy 2 bottles, get 3rd bottle FREE! Mil Vlil 

Call 24 hrs a day 7 days a week or send check or money order to: 


Transmitter: $150.00 +$7 shipping 

MicroRecorder, 4hr. Voles Activated: $150.00 +$7 shipping 
Programmable Scanner: $150.00 +$7 shipping 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro 
Video, Telephone Surveillance Devices, Long 
Play Recorders, Surveillance and Counter- 
Surveillance and much more send $3.00. 
For more information call 407-725-1000. 

U5I CORP 

P.O. Box SF2052 • Melbourne, FL 32902 
COD'S OK 


One Bottle (3) Month Cycle 
SI4.95 + S5.00 S&H 

SPECIAL Buy (2) Bottles Get (1) FREE! 
S29.90 + $5.00 S&H 

Add $10.00 for Priority Mail 
International orders add 2S%. c.o.d.'s U.S. only 


Yes, I would like a catalog with my order. 


Phone: ( 

























































































CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — $3.00 per word per insertion — 
$60.00 minimum, 10% discount for two or more months. Prepay one 
year for 20% discount. "Dingbats’* (✓,#;■ )» bold words (other 
than first 3-4): $5.00/each extra. AH ads must be prepaid. Visa/MC 
OK. Ad copy must be typed clearly with authorizing signature, a 
telephone number (for our files) and full payment. Advertisers offering 
information packets for a fee must send sample of packet (packets will 
not be returned). Name, address and telephone number are to be 
included in your word count. EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; 
80306 = 1 word; 303-449-3750 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as DI, 
SGT, 20mm, U.S. count as one word each. No personal services or 
matchmaking ads accepted. We reserve the right to refuse, delete or 
change any copy which we determine to be objectionable. Mail 
classified ads with payment to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Classified 
Dept., 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Boulder, CO 80303-1340. Fax (include 
Visa/MC information) to: 1-303-444-5617. E-mail advert@sofmag.com. 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is a magazine of national and 
international distribution. There may be products for which sale, 
possession or interstate transportation may be restricted, prohibited or 
subject to special licensing requirements in your state. Purchasers 
should consult the local law enforcement authorities in their area. 


NOTICE TO CLASSIFIED ADVERTISERS 


NEW REQUIREMENTS FOR 1997: $3.00 per word per insertipn— 
$60.00 minimum, 10% discount for two or more months. Prepay one 
year for 20% discount. All ads must be typed clearly. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT 
VERIFY VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY 
READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD SEEK ASSISTANCE 
FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES 
NOT INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVERTISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 


COLLECTOR 





ACTUAL SIZE 3-1/8“ x 2-1/4" 


BADGES 


MANY ONE OF A KIND 

SURE TO INCREASE IN VALUE 

INTERPOL 11 

FINELY DETAILED 
SILVER PLATED $70.00 
GOLD PLATED $90.00 
Custom Made Leattier/ID Badge Case $29.00 

Add $3.00 USA Shpg $10 Foreign 
Authentic Police Shields 
For Bonafide Collectors 
Send $5.00 For Current Listing 
WE SHIP WORLDWIDE 

MfiXSELL CORPORATION 

4038 POWERLINE RD. • DEPT S0F 
FT. LAUDERDALE. FL 33309, USA 

(954) 568-1480 

http: www.gate net ~zofo badges him 


-BEWARE- 

Tbe World's Most Powerful Blowguns 
■re DOWN & DIRTY! 

Write or Call For Immediate lob. 

J.W. McFARLIN COMPANY 
P.O. Box 209, Lake Havasu City, AZ 86405-0209 

Tel. (520) 855-8095 


SEE OUR CATALOG ON COLOR VIDEO • We have the most 
complete stock ofWWII German badges, caps, etc. in the U.S. 


GERMAN M-43 CAP (postpaid w/ video) 

(TAKE DOWN) Grey-Green 


wool with proper patch and 
Hf - buttons. State S, M or L. 

feT ®Pj| Enlisted-438, Officers^$42 

%-* Mi (same cap for S.S. 

BLACK- same prices) 

W.W.#2 LTD. Box 2063-F, ST. LOUIS, MO 63158 


AUTOMOTIVE 


GOVERNMENT SEIZED CARS from $125! Trucks, 
boats, 4-wheelers, motorhomes, furniture, electronics, 
computers by FBI, IRS, DEA Your area now. 1-800-558- 
8672 Ext A-5336. (232/p) 


BINOCULARS 


NIGHT VISION and BINOPRO professional, 
lightweight, aluminum-alloy binoculars, monoculars, from 
$19.95. lifetime warranty, over 30 models. COLOR 
CATALOG $2.00 (Refundable with order) 1-800-753-5812, 
North*Star, P.O. Box 3995 Dept A27 Kingman, A Z 86402. 
(233/c) 

■ Did this get your attention? It’s a “Dingbat." So is ✓ 
and •. Add them to your SOF classified ad for $5/each. 


EXCEPTI0] 

VIDEOS! 

JOPmUTY 


FREE 
CATALOG 



mKETHIG PREMIUMS DeptSF37 

Box 85311. Hollywood. CA 90072 


COLLECTORS & SPORTSMEN 

AUTO KNIFE 
BLOWOUTL 


I A r r / 1 i 

| Plus $4 ^^Fj^ MILITARY J 

| Ship/ ^^^FFFF 3Vt" Stainless ! 
| Hndlg Fr/ blade. Front open- J 

FBFF^/ ing, fast lever-action. ■ 

I J WfJf? #104 ™ e godfather. ! 

I JtkM Stiletto. lightning-quick J 

* jF/F y ^ °P en stainless steel blade. J 

I ¥ Lifetime Money-Back Guarantee. ■ 

| Order 2 knives & get FREE! Swiss Army Knife j 

ICheck or M 0 to PERFORMANCE KNIVESI 

11202 Lexington Ave (Rm 192 Dept, SA-3), New York, NY 10020 | 

^Limited offer, ACT NOW 1-800-324-4371J 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA 

1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $3.00 f Fi 
SAUNDERS nf| 

H!r Box 3133-SF • Naples. FL 33939-3133 \! 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


MEN OF ACTION AND ADVENTURE - Paladin 
Press has been described as “the most dangerous press 
in America." Millions of satisfied readers disagree. 
Outrageous and controversial books and videos on 
firearms, exotic weaponry, new identity, creative revenge, 
espionage and investigation, privacy, action careers, and 
more! To order our 72-page catalog describing over 650 
titles, send $2.00 to: PALADIN PRESS, Box 1307-6GST, 
Boulder, CO 80306, (800) 392-2400. (242/p) 


FS BOOK COMPANY 

P.O. BOX 417457, DEPT. SF 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95841-7457 
Free Shipping! Fast Service! 

How to Get Anything on Anybody,.^.$30 

The Whole Spy Catalog, A48 fHges.„.. L1 , J1Ja ,.$45 
Screw the Bitch, Divorce Tactics for Man,..$20 

The Anarchist CooM»afc-„.™... 

Get Even: Complete Book of Dirty Tricks...$20 

Homemade Guna & Homemade Ammo.,.$15 

The Poor Man’s James Bond #1, or #2.430 

Privacy, How to Get It, How to Enjoy H.*..51 fi 

Counterfeit I.D. Matte Easy.,,_ 

The Rip-off Book..$15 New 10 In America. .$17 
The Outlaw's Bible..$20 The Paper Trip L.-S17 
Reborn in The U.S.A..$16 Armed Delense„i17 

Ditching Your Debts.$15 Free Space.$15 

Howto Buy Land Cheap..$15 Silent Death..$17 
WE SPECIALIZE IN DRUG EDUCATION BOOKS 
MANY CENSORED TITLES WE CANTUSTt 

FAX 1-916-771-4201 FS Catalog.52 

Adults Only! CA Res. Add 7.75% 
Air Mail Delivery (USA) Add S3 Per Soak. 
All Otdor* Are Shipped IP A Plain Package. 

$3 Pro. Fee on Credit Card Orders 
Credit Card Orders 1-B00-635-BB83 
Customer Service 1-915-771-4203 
24,000 Titles www.fsbookco.com 

SERVING YOU SINCE 1985 


[lEARN ELECTRONICS!] 

Home study. Make excellent money repairing | 
A and installing camcorders, TVs, VCRs, stereos, . 
| * - sound and lighting, alarm systems, and more! | 

i FREE LITERATURE: 800-223-4542 . 

It V - Name_Age_ I 

I V . ' ’ * Address Phone_ I 

® _ap_ • 

|Schoc^Wr^c*Djjt QttTI^Cpt, 6065 Roswell Rd., Mam, GA 30 328 | 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine Binder. Holds 12 
issues, $12.00 plus $4.00 P&H. VISA/MC accepted. No 
CODs. SOF BINDER, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 
(240) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research 
materials; Videocassettes, photographs, books, 
unpublished manuscripts. Catalogue: $3.00. 
COLLECTOR’S ARCHIVES; Box 2, Beaconsfield, Quebec. 
H9W 5T6 (Canada). (240) 

BOOKS ON AFRICAN WARS, hunting, politics. 
Catalogue $2 write: Lemur Books, P O Box 1645, Alberton, 
1450, SOUTH AFRICA: Fax 011-869-0890. (232/p) 


MARCH 1997 * SOF 
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Foutdoor Careers 

I Home study. Train for a career in conser- 

I vation, forestry, wildlife, parks, zoos, more. 

Free Literature: 800-223-4542 

I Name_ 

1 Addmss_ 

I City/State_ 

B The School of Conservation, DepL NNC171 
^CDI, 6065 Roswell Rd„ Atlanta, GA 30328 


_ Zip_ 


WE HAVE IT ALL! 

Surveillance 


Infinity Transmitters 
FM Wireless Transmitter Kits 
Vehicle Tracking Systems 
Bug Detectors • Caller I.D. 
Telephone Register with Printer 
Long-play Recorders 
Wired Mikes • Shotgun Mikes 
Telephone Recording Adapters 
Alcohol Testers ' Drug Testers 
Telephone Scramblers 
Hidden Video Cameras 
Telephone Tap Detectors 
MUCH, MUCH, MUCH MORE. 
Our 27th Year! 

Small catalog FREE. Larger catalog send $5. 
Mail Order only. Visa, MasterCard and 
C.O.D. accepted for equipment only. 
Inquire for dealers’ prices. 

A.M.C. SALES, INC. 

193 Vaquero Dr. • Boulder, CO 80303 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Mtn. Time 

800-926-2488 

(303) 499-5405 • Fax (303) 494-4924 
Internet: http://www.siteleader.com/ 
catalogdepot/AMCSC-home.html 
E-mail: amc-sales@siteleader.com 


Be a DETECTIVE 

Explore a secret world! Fascinating 
new career. Experience a new 
adventure every day. 

Dynamic home study course. 

Diploma, Badge. State approved. 

FREE DETECTIVE CAREER KIT 

1-800-742-9007 Ext 301 

DETECTIVE TRAINING Bo» 25750»SANTA ANA, CA 92799 



MILITARY/INFO PUBLISHING. We produce unique 
books on Military Science. Example: AMBUSH U.S. 
MILITARY DOCTRINE price $15.00 plus $5.00 postage. 
Also available 600+ different military manual photocopies. 
For Catalog, send $2.00 to: Military/Info , P.O. Box 27640- 
SF, Golden Valley, MN 55427. (233) 


SKS FULL AUTO CONVERSION. No modification 
original parts required. Simple professionally illustrated 
instructions $10. Sardaukar, P.O. Box 38531-S, 
Germantown, TN 38138. ALL BATF RULES APPLY. (233) 



r Superb \ 
20x30 
Poster Print 
$19.95 plus 
k$3.50 S&Hj 


'SKELETON KEY 

Works With Most Locks 

Amaze Your Friends 

With A Lock Picking Demonstration. 

You get 3 sized tension keys, the slide pick, 
precise Instructions, & More. Note: this device 
is to be used for demonstration purposes only! 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund; 2 weeks delivery. Visit 
us on the internet at http://www.imaN.com/stores/safemarltet 
Get this exciting device, Send NOW Only $8.95 + S2 S&H to: Safe Marketing, 

I-113 N. Washington St. No.366SF, Rockville Md 20850 — 



SURVIVAL FOOD & EQUIPMENT 

• MRE’S (Meals Ready to Eat) with heaters 

• $55/12 assorted $53/12(10 eases or more) 

• MRE Chocolate Covered Cookies $75/100 

• MRE Oatmeal Cookie Bars $75/100 

• USGI Stainless 3 piece cooking set S20 

• L r SGI Camo poncho liner $25 

• CIIEMUGHTS (Red/grecn/ycllow) $15/10 

• t T SGJ 2 man military pup tent $35 

• USGI Collapsible Water Bucket $15 

• USGI E tool w/cover $30 without cover $25 
Free shipping (USA) 25 page Catalog SI 

PON DEROSA PRODUCTS 
6854 Highway 55 (208-793-3121) 
Horseshoe Bend, Idaho 83629 


TRAVEL GUIDE FOR SINGLE MEN, Meet the 
beautiful women of Thailand, the Philippines, and 
Vietnam. Free catalog. 310-393-8596. (238) 


THE NEWSLETTER FOR COMMON SENSE. 
Dedicated to restoring Common Sense, ethics, and a 
“functional" National Government structure to American 
society. Sample issue, $2.00 plus a #10 SAS.E. to: The 
Reversal Group, 4742 42nd Ave. SW. #229, Seattle, WA 
98116 (233) 


CRIME PREVENTION PRODUCTS 

FREE Pepper Spray Program, 
DISCOUNT PRICES, Alarms, NIGHT 
VISION, Stun Guns, FREE CATALOG, 
1-800-753-5812, Fax, 1-520-753-5051, 
North*Star, P.O. Box 3995, 

Dept. A37, Kingman AZ 86402 



TELEPHONE 
SURVEILLANCE DEVICE 

W/12 HR. RECORDER 

\ Automatically record all incoming and outgoing 
s! $99.95+ 5.00 sh. Telephone surveillance 
device $19.95 +$2 sh. (seperalely) 

VERY POWERFUL FM TRANSMITTER 

Transmits voice to any FM radio up to mi. Easy to 
assemble kit. Up to 9V (not incl.) $19.95 + $2 sh. 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro Video, 
VHF Transmitters, Surveillance & Counter- 
Surveillance and much morel Send $3.00. 

Call 407-725-1000 

USI CORP 

P.O. Box SF2052 • Melbourne, FL 32902 

COD'S OK 



1x1% 



NATURE'S ARMORED 
WARRIORS 


SNAKES ^ rr 

Poisonous snakes are among the most deadly feofed. 
yet fascinating creatures on earth, ihey strike tneir prey 
with pin-point precision, injecting lethal doses of poison. 
Now, for the first time on video, you can take an inside 
look at the exciting world of these intriguing reptiles. 
Witness lightning quick strikes and live capture scenes of America's most 
deadly snakes, tne rattler, water moccasin and the coral snakes 
SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER FOR $19.98 + $3.95 S&H TO: 


Special Interest Video & CD-Rom DEPT. 173-8 
414 W. SUNRISE HIGHWAY, PATCHOGUE, NY 11772 
ALL ORDERS SHIPPED PROMPTLY - 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


ELITE MILITARY SELF-DEFENSE. New, full- 
illustrated book reveals the secrets of the original and 
best techniques of World War II close quarter combat. 
Author is decorated Marine Vietnam Vet. Send $15.00 
(money order/check) to American Combatives, Inc., 5 
Heritage Park, Huntington, WV #25704. (232) 


KNOWLEDGE IS POWER! The Feds have a file on 
you! Use the FOIA to get that file! Send $10 for complete 
kit to: AL Rapier, 3647 Sunset Ave. #130, Rocky Mount, 
NC 27804. (240) 


WORKER’S COMPENSATION CLAIMANTS. Don't 
get busted! Learn Investigative Secrets. The book your 
Company doesn’t want you to have. $12.95 plus $3.00 
S&H. Olive Branch Books, 270 Greater Butler Mart, Suite 
177SF, Butler, PA 16001. (232) 


NO LIMITS - FIGHTING SPEEDING TICKETS. 
Former Highway Patrolmen demonstrate how to Beat 
radar - Win in court. Send $19.95 plus $3.00 S&H to: 
Mariah Publications, P.O. Box 855-S, Azle, TX 76098 or 
call 1-800-639-6851. (233) 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR BUSINESS Owner 
Finally Reveals Secrets! How you can start your own 
profitable homebased business today! From ideas to 
profits. 1-800-730-5240, ext.HB7770. (232) 


LEARN AMERICAN COMBATIVES. Fully 
illustrated, 100 page new book by Marine Corps vet John 
Kary teaches you the devastating self-defense system 
proven in actual combat. Learn the original and best 
techniques of close quarter combat. ORDER YOUR COPY 
OF AMERICAN COMBATIVES FOR A SPECIAL 
EDITION PRICE OF $17 (includes S&H). AMERICAN 
COMBATIVES, Inc., 5 Heritage Park, Huntington, WV 
25704 (234/v) 


• SOLDIER OF FORTUNE RUSSIA! Collectors item, 
published in Moscow. Various months. Invaluable 
resource for researchers, military and intelligence 
professionals. Printed in Russian only. $5.00 each/3 for 
$12. Overseas, add $10 for Priority Mail. SOF Back Issues, 
5735 Arapahoe Ave., Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 


Colony News — A National Independent, Patriotic 
monthly newsmagazine featuring articles on and from 
patriotic America. Domestic: $24.95 p/yr. Foreign: $75 
p/yr. -12 issues. Check, Money Order to- Colony Press 
1977 N. Olden Ave. Suite 4230 Trenton NJ 08618 (235) 


CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MILITARY 
MANUALS. Combat Skills, Weapons, Tactics, NBC, 
more. Catalog $3.00. IIPD/ACCP, Box 1237, Alpine, TX 
79830. (232/p) 


ATTENTION ALL GAMBLERS & INVESTORS 
Secrets to “Predicting for Profits” now breakthrough mind 
power & ESP techniques. Free information: 1-800-573- 
4019. (232/p) 


DEALING WITH GOVERNMENT BUREAU¬ 
CRACIES Newsletter Send $2.00 and a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to: POB 39528 Tacoma, WA 98439. 
(232/p) 


ULTIMATE GUERRILLA HANDBOOK: “MANUAL 
FOR WAR.” Proven under fire! Only $11.95 postpaid. ATLI 
PRESS, Dept. SOF, PO Box 7768, Chicago, 1L 60680-7768. 
(232/p) 


■ Did this get your attention? It’s a "Dingbat." So is 
✓ and •. Ad them to your SOF classified ad for $5/each. 


ANALYZE HANDWRITING! Experts’ 48 charac¬ 
teristics, $2./SASE, Box 8232-F, Clearwater, FL 34618. 
(232/p) 


$10,000+ per month. No selling. Call 1-800-995- 
0796, ext.0080 for recorded info. (232) 


PERSONAL COMPUTER OWNERS CAN EARN 
$1000 to $5000 monthly selling simple services part 
time. Get FREE list of 100 best services. Write: 
C APAW. P.O. Box 12068, Hauppauge, NY 11788. (233) 


CLOTHING 


AFRIKANER RESISTANCE MOVEMENT T-Shirt! 
$12.00 Each! French Foreign Legion T-Shirt $12.00 Each! 
Wolfgang, Box 709H, Prudenville, MI 48651. (232/p) 


CAMOUFLAGE AND MILITARIA from over 50 
countries. Send $2.00 for New 1996 Catalog. WORLD 
MILITARIA P.O. Box 6022 Arlington, TX 76005. (232/p) 
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45 Page Illustrated Import Catalog $6,00 

BRITISH RCGRLIR IMPORTS 

Deportment-6 

P.O. Box 37 • Palm Harbor, FL 34683 


UNITED STATES SPECIAL FIELD FORCES 

National militia/well regulated. 

# Chartered, accredited, Fed. tax 
exempt. Seeks leaders as volunteer 
officers in hometown. 25 & older, 
courageous and self-reliant. $5 brings 
information and Commission 
application. General Khan, 
- Rt. 4 Box 34, Branford, FL 32008 


"Display Your Medals!" 


. .. III BLACK ARTS SOCIETY 

PRIVATE EYE 


Brw 

iii 


Amazing one-of-a-kind home 
study course tells all! Want 
a life of intrigue, excitement, 
adventure?! Quickly learn from 
the experts: 

> How To Earn $100,000 A Year As Your Own Boss! 
i How To Conduct All Types Of Private Investigations, 
Skiptracing Sc Surveillance! 

■ How To Start Your Own Private Detective Agency! 
» How To Work From Home, Part-Time or FullTime! 

1 No Experience Necessary. No Investment Required! 


STATE APPROVED 


Located in the Ente rtainment Ca£itol 

Of the World! 1 ( 213 ) 879-11651 

UNITED STATES ACADEMY I 
FREE OF PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 
DETAILS P.O. BOX 2133 (SF) 

BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90213 


INTERNATIONAL MILITARY CAMOUFLAGE, 
New 1997 Catalog of Genuine Military Camouflage 
Uniforms from over 35 Countries! Catalog $1.00.1.M.S., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 (232/c) 


SWAT SHOP. Dealers in South African Camouflage, 
Surplus, and Collectibles. Police and Military. Send $1.00 
for catalogue. S.WAT. SHOP, P.O. Box 96641, Brixton, 
2019, JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA. (233/v) 

RUSSIAN MILITARY SUPPLY New 1997 Catalog of 
the Latest Military Issue Uniforms, Insignia & Equipment 
$1.00.1.M.S., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 (232/c) 


COLLECTORS 


MILITARY COLLECTIBLES CATALOG 1900 TO 
PRESENT, LEE-JACKSON MILITARIA, P.O. Box 8663, 
San Jose, CA 95155. Call 408-295-1136 or fax 408-288- 
6350 (mailing charges: foreign $8.00, domestic $5.00) 
credit cards accepted, U. S. Militaria wanted! (243) 


presents Enemy Neutralization: Special 
Forces Unarmed Combat Tactics. “One 
of the finest and most comprehensive in¬ 
structional manuals I’ve studied on Close 
Quarters Combat!” says Warrant Officer Rob 
Weary, organizer of the military unarmed 
combat instructor’s course within the Royal 
Canadian Regiment Battle School. 

$25 U.S. Check or money order to 
Black Arts Military Unarmed Combat 
Federation, P.O. Box 35132, Nelson Park 
Postal Outlet, 159 Clark Side Road, 
London, Ont. N5W-5MO, Canada. 


ISRAEL MILITARY PRODUCTS 


AIRBORNE T-SHIRT S-XXI $11+$3 POST 

IDF WEBBING, HELMET. INSIGNIAS, UNIFORMS. T-SHIRTS 
CATALOG $2 (FREE WITH T-SHIRT ORDER) 

IMP P.O.B. 31006, TEL AVIV 61310, ISRAEL 



DRIVER'S LICENSE 


SUSPENDED? 

P LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A LEGA L 
DRIVER'S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. 
NEW AND UNIQUE METHOD WORKS 
EVERfTIME REGARDLE55 OF YOUR 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED 
FOR SOME VERY REVEALING INFORMATION / 
OVALITY RESEARCH DEPT. S3 
P.O.BOX 192, LINCOLN PARK, MICHIGAN 48146 


UNIFORMS, INSIGNIA AND FIELD GEAR. All 
countries, all periods. Send $3.00 ($5.00 foreign) for 
catalog: World Wide Militaria, P.O. Box 522, Germantown, 
MD 20875. (233) 

AMS MILITARY EQUIPMENT BROKER. We buy, 
sell and locate surplus and related items. Visit our Internet 
site at http://www.silvcrlink.net/ams/index.html. (232) 



All Services, WWII, 
Korea, Vietnam, SWA 

•• All Full Size Medals 
•• All Miniatures & Ribbons 
•• All Badges & Patches 
•• Fine Display Cases 
•• Flag Cases & Flags 
•• Mounting & Engraving 
•* 100% Guaranteed 


Ship Photos & Histories 


* Custom Mounting 

m x 


Personal Service by Military Veterans 


" "Send $2.00 Today for NEW32 Page Color 
Catalog with Full Color MEDAL CHART T 


Write : MEDALS of AMERICA 

1929SL Fairview Rd., Fountain Inn 
I S.C. 29644 Telephone 1-864-862- 6425 


HTTP: // WWW.USMEDALS.COM 


BE A PARALEGAL! 

I Attorney-instructed home study course. Train 
| now for one of America's fastest growing careers 

1 Free literature: 800-223-4542 


I Address_Phone ( ) 

City/State__ Zip _ 

School of Paralegal Studies, Dept. LLC171 
PCDI, 6065 Roswell Road, Atlanta, GA 30328 


/ 

1 


New Surveillance Devices! 


I Smoke AJarm Ultra miniature video cameras hidden in smoke 
and Table Clock aiarm or alarm clock - your choice. Wide field of view 
Vide^Cameras and super .1 lux low light sensitivity! Undetectable! 
SC-600 re-70 High quality B/W with 420 lines of 

/HMHI resolution for ultra sharp images. 

V BBfEtBm] Direct output of 4?10QCK ea 

h J video and audio. 4> 1 (J7.7J ed * 

Best price on surveillance cameras anywherel 


Telephone Transmitter Kit hidden in duol modular adaptor 
Transmits both sides of conversation to any FM radio up to 1/4 
mite.’ , SnapKit ,, technology. Uses phone line for power and 
antenngjJGoes completely unnoticed, ma- ioo ^^5 95 


^ quality cassette deck plugs 

directly into telephone jack! Records 7 up to 
12 hours of conversations on a single cassette. 
Recording starts and stops automatically when 

r 2 , H °h ^^wv? neiSUSed! Visa/MC (800)594-1047 

Recorder* $99.95*** shpprg! Check/MO Question Une: (972) 255-7490 

Seymor-Radix Inc. Box 166055-SF lrving,TX 75016 

Now you can visit us on the internet at http://www.why.net/horne/sr/ 


* EARN EXTRA INCOME* Earn $200-$500 weekly 
mailing phone cards. For information send a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to: Inc., P.O. Box 0887, 
Miami, FL 33164. (233) 


BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. 
Regimental insignia and accessories of elite Regiments; 
including SAS; Paratroops; Royal Marines; Black Watch; 
Guards, etc. 45-page illustrated Import Catalog $6.00. 
BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Department 6, P.O. Box 
50473, Nashville, TN 37205. (232) 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, America’s Largest 
Supplier of CURRENT ISSUE British Equipment, 
Camouflage, Headgear etc. Catalog $1.00. B.M.S., Box 
21606, Denver. CO 80221 (232/c) 

VIETNAM WAR INSIGNIA and Uniform List. I mail a 
list of Vietnam War Militaria six times per year. Lists are 
$4.00 each. Insignia are pictured so you know what you 
are buying. 1 always have a nice collection of original 
patches, insignia, books, maps, uniforms, field gear etc. 
Both U.S. and VC/NVA. I also buy singles and collections 
of Vietnam War souvenirs. 100% guarantee from me. Buy 
with confidence. BILL BROOKS, P.O. Box 230832. 
Montgomery, AL 36123. (242/p) 

WWII RELICS! Gennan, Japanese and American WWII 
relics! Flags, daggers, uniforms, medals, helmets, insignia. 
Four bi-weekly illustrated catalogs, $10. Telephone: 612- 
689-1146. MILITARIA, Box 261-D, Cambridge, MN 55008. 
(233) 

RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN badges, 
medals, and uniforms to sale. For a list send $2 to 
KAPIANS, Box 890638, Lyndhurst 2106, South Africa. 
(236) 


✓ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE RUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. Invaluable 
resource for researchers, military and intelligence 
professionals. Printed in Russian only. $5.00 each/3 for 
$12. Overseas, add $10 for Priority Mail. SOF Back Issues, 
5735 Arapahoe Ave., Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 

WW2 MILITARIA CATALOG. $5 (Banknote!): Craaff, 
Eikenlaan 14, VLODROP, Netherlands. (233) 


EDUCATION 


TERMPAPER ASSISTANCE. 19,278 topics available! 
306-page catalog—rush $2.00. Research, 11322 Idaho, 
#206EX, Los Angeles, CA 90025. TOLLFREE HOTLINE: 
800-351-0222 (or 31(M77-8226). (238) 

ACCREDITED CORRESPONDENCE Bachelor - 
Ph.D.: Business. Criminal Justice, Police Science, 
Security, etc. Free Catalog. St.John's University, 31916SF 
University Circle, Springfield, Louisiana 70462. (232/p) 


EMPLOYMENT 


OVERSEAS, STATESIDE. $100-1000 daily. Now 
hiring. FREE list. ZINK’S 117, Box 587, Marshall, Ml 
49068-0587. (236) 

EARN MONEY WATCHING T.V. $35,000/yrincome 
potential. 1-800-558-8672 Ext. T-1336. (232/p) 


INTERNATIONAL CAREER LISTINGS. Police, 
security, investigation. Nationwide, some international. 
Executives to $119,300. Positions explained. Four monthly 
issues. $21.95. PSIC/FO, P.O. Box 3831, Springfield, 1L 
62708. (232) 


FINANCIAL 


MONEY AV All ABLE NOW! Let the Government 
Finance your business idea. Satisfaction Guaranteed. Call 
Toll Free: 1-800-226-3601, Extension BF7770. (233/c) 

VISA/MASTERCARD No CREDIT, bad credit, 
bankruptcy - no problem. FEE $39 check: Thomas A. P.O. 
Box 4511 Pinehurst, NC 28374. (232/p) 

GET VISA/MASTERCARD Low Income, Bankruptcy, 
Bad Credit No Problem! Guaranteed! 1-800-558-8672 Ext. 
C-7336. (232/p) 

Possible Divorce? Why take chances and be too late. 
Methodically veil assets. Send $14 + $3 S&H to: luien Tai 
Hong, 603 Seagaze, Oceanside, CA 92054. (233) 


FREE 


LOST DOCUMENTS REPLACED. Birth Certificates, 
College/University degrees. Diplomas. Fast delivery. 
High quality Low price. Free info: (954) 568-1480 24 hrs. 
(236) 
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Men: 
Move to 
Paradisel 

Want to live in 
paradise? 

You can! 

In this exciting new 
book you’ll discover 
ways feat you can 
enjoy a fabulous 
tropical lifestyle! 

Contains EVERYTHING YOU NEED including: 

^ "Female" information — “Can’t miss’’ paradises for 
sizzling romance. Enjoy hot romance with beautiful 
JjV foreign women - regardless of your age, income or looks! 

Business Information — Best business opportunities 
3 ^ and sources of financing. Get rich while having fun! 

Mf Job Information — Great jobs and how to get them. No 
A degree or foreign language required! 

t * Passport A Visa information — Insiders’ secrets to 
getting visas and keeping them current! 

Others are doing it and so can you — Order now! 

X Mention this ad & save $5 off the regular price of $24.95 
T Now only $19.95 + $6.00 Shipping A Handling 

Visa/MC/Amex/Discover orders Call (800)460-5056 

t or Mail check or money order to: Alexander & Watson, 
P.O. Box 330155 - Suite 7021, Ft. Worth TX 76163. 
FAST SHIPPING * MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 
Me * Cannot be found in book stores. * 


K-9 TRAINING & TACTICAL 

Plus: Protection • Scbutzhund • Ring Sport • KNPV. "Dog 
Sports" Is read by Pro's, Police, Military & Gov’t world-wide .'1 
Subscribe1 1 yr. t 12 Issues, $48 ($51 foreign). 

Online sample: www.prodogs.com/dmn/dogsport. 

(Since 1979). ALSO: FREE WORKING DOG 
BOOK & VIDEO CATALOGI Call today! 

Dog Sports Magazine * 32 Cherokee Url. 

Douglas, WY 82633 / 307-358-3487 / Visa-MC-Dlsc.* 



SURV€ILLRNC€ 

COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 

Electronic .Devices 


• Hidden Video Cameras / Systems 

• "Smallest" Pinhole Board Cameras 

• Transmitter Kits • Voice Changers 

• Bug and Phone Tap Detectors 

• Shotgun Mies • Micro Recorders 

• Vehicle tracking • Locksmithing 

• Telephone Recording Systems 

• Telephone Scramblers 
• Much More... 


' Catalog $5.00 

Spy Cutlet '■ ■ 
P.O. Box 337, Buffalo NY 14226 
(716) 691 -3476 / 695-8660 


Need NEW ID ? 

C REDIT • PRIVACY • 


OUR BOOKS HELP YOU GET: New identity & credit 

• Jods in 48 hours • College degrees • ID by mail 

• Cash income • Private loans • Home businesses 

• Offshore banking • Foreign passports & MORE! 

FREE 48 pg. PRIVACY CATALOG: 800338-8484 
EDEN PR ESS • Box 8410-PS • Fountain Val I ey, CA 92728 


NEW FROM MOLETRACKS! The ultimate pack for 
back country, trail and long distance runners; skiers and 
cyclists. Anatomically designed for exceptional comfort 
and utility. Essential for those long workouts that take 
you far from home and shelter. FREE CATALOG: 5433 
Clayton Road #K-245, Clayton, CA 94517; 1-800*813-3247; 
http://members.gnn.com/lcaron/mtracks/home.htm 
(232) 


8 PAGE CATALOG IS FREE — Shipping is $2.00 
Military/Education Diplomas, Certificates, Awards any 
High School, College, University, Gov’t Dept., Euro. Coat 
Arms. COUCH POTATO PUBLISHING, 9646 Cavendish 
Court, New Port Richey, FL 34655. (240) 


NEW IDENTITY? Genuine Birth Certificate! Easily 
get a new ssn, drivers license, passport. Free info. Write 
to Creative Solutions, RR1 Box 63-8114, Eldorado, Ontario, 
Canada KOK 1Y0. (233) 


KNIVES - BAYONETS 


COLD STEEL, Spyderco, Gerber, SOG, Benchmade, 
Smith & Wesson, Case XX and more. Huge discounts! 
Free Ust. KNIVES PLUS MAIL ORDER, (800) 687-6202. 
(233) 


EMERSON FOLDERS. Mint condition CQC6s, 7s, 8s 
and 9s. Also rare CQC5 and other non-catalogue knives. 
Write: S. Rosen, P.O. Box 7502, Shrewsbury, N.J. 07702. 
(232/p) 


KABAR NEXT GENERATION, GERBER 
APPLEGATE, Emerson (CQC7) serrated. $99.95 each. 
PA Add 6%, $4.95 S&H check, MO. Blade Runner Plus, 
Dept. 1, PO 10864, Erie, PA 16515. Sale Ends Jan. 31, 
1997. (232/p) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


CRAPS! Learn to win consistently with amazing new 
system. References furnished. Satisfaction guaranteed! 
Call for recorded details. 1-615-967-0064. (232/p) 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 

FAMILY RECREATION 

’ Publications • Videos 

r S3 for details: 

LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268. Los Angeles. CA 90066 


“SINGLE MAN’S GUIDE TO AN EXOTIC 
VACATION IN COSTA RICA,” Hot, Informative,THE 
where and how book - worth 3X the price. $19.75 + $3.00 
S&H. WAW, 314 West 231" Street, Corporate Suite #481- 
SOF, Riverdale, NY 10463 or visit our website: http:// 
www.travebcn.com/fe/fel.htm. (232/p) 


50,000 MAPS: topographic. Tactical Quads, Travel, 
Political. Vietnam, Bosnia, Ohio, Anyplace! 7700 Air 
Photos. Catalog $3.00 (refundable). MONARCH, Box 
42003-203F, Phoenix, AZ 85080. (232/p) 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Over 100 different programs available. 
Free recorded message: 707-448-3210. (8KW5). (236) 

FREE CATALOG of politically incorrect books. Send 
$1.00 for postage. Bohica Concepts, POB 546-SOF, Randle, 
Washington 98377. (232/p) 


LOCATE ANYONE IN THE USA. Find lost friends, 
relatives & military pals. Easy and affordable/ RESULTS 
W/I 24 HRS. Info-Data (800) 750-2101. (232/p) 


CABLE DESCRAMBLER! Build for $12 with only 7 
Radio Shack parts. Instructions $8: FAST., Box 369-FS72, 
PL Salerno, FL 34992-0369. (236/c) 


INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF MERCENARIES 

Membership Coin. Free registration with order. $12. ea. 
plus $3. S&H. John Langley, Box 804, Nokomis FL 34274. 
(244) 


TIRED OF AMATEURS? Let them know. “No Rookies” 
3X5 inch window decal perfect for your car, etc. Send a 
SASE atnd $4.00 to G. Best, P.O. Box 80546, San Diego, 
CA 92138. (232/p) 


“DON’T REPAIR YOUR CREDIT FILE” Receive a 
brand new file in less than 60 days. Call 24 hrs for FREE 
REPORT 800-611-4699. (232/p) 

■ Did this get your attention? It’s a “Dingbat." So is ✓ 
and •. Add them to your SOF classified ad for $5/each. 


GO EXTREME SPORTS Rucksacks, boots, trekking 
sandals. South African gear. Credit card sized solar radio, 
more. For serious outdoor enthusiasts. Free catalog. Toll- 
free 1-888-5-xtreme (24 hours). (240/v) 


FREEDOM COUNTRY 



20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $19,950.00. 
Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, deer, moose, 
bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near established 
towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. 

GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TTTLE, WARRANTY 
DE E D. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 


FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
*Vkteo AvstieMe* 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-000592-5990 

TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 MBwwAee Street, Dept S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 50722 — (406) 846-1000 


’ INTERNATIONAL DRIVERS PERMIT 

LEAGUE OF NATKMffi OPERATORS UCENS£ 



PHOTO I.D. 

100 NEW CARDS 
finest 100% Complete 
Your Photo & Data 
Seated In Plastic 

' Reg $4$;Sale $25 [ 

Send Photo/!nlo + $25 Cash 

(New Catalog S2 Cash) 

I D. WORLD 
4038 N.W. 9th Ave 


Oakland Pk, FL 33309 
oWE SHIP WORLDWIDE 



Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

IHOOVER’S MFG. CO. 

P.O. BOX 547 SF 
PERU, IL 61354 
(815) 223-1159, Ask for David 
Fax (815) 223-1499_ 


AMERICAN ACCESS TO EUROPEAN AND 
Mexican Anabolic Pharmaceuticals used by top, amateur 
and professional athletes world-wide. For mail order 
information send $15.00 to D&K Supplements 4737 So. 
Hwy. 101 #203 Minnetonka, MN 55345 or fax your order 
to 1-800-554-9804. Visa, Mastercard and Discover 
accepted, (232/p) 


INTERESTED IN A WARRIOR RELIGION? Order 
The Odin Brotherhood ($19.95 hardback/$ 10.00 soft) 
from World Tree Publishing, PO Box 961, Payson, Arizona 
85547, (233) 


PRIVACY? The Internet has files on nearly everyone! 
We’ll tell you what it says about you! Send $10.00 to: 
Interim Inc, Box 25604, Alexandria, VA 22314. (232/p) 

LEGALLY ORDER your medication from Mexico 
without a prescription and save up to 80%. For complete 
information and order form, send $39.95 plus $3.00 
shipping and handling to M.D. Imes, P.O. Box 7671, 
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677. (232) 

CABLE DESCRAMBLER KIT. Only $12.95 if you 
mention this magazine with your order. That’s $2.00 off! 
1-800-752-1389. (233) 


SAVE 25% ON GAS! Eliminate pinging. Reduce fuel 
consumption. 70% le9s exhaust. Double engine life. Cut 
engine friction 60%. Revitalize automatic transmission 
seals. Dissolve varnishes. Reduces hesitation. Safe. 
Guaranteed. Free info: MaGee, 39155K Aldle Rd., Aldie, 
VA 20105. (233) 

CHANGE YOUR IDENTITY! Birth Certificates $4, 
ID card $10. Info: Public Image 4201 Neshaminy Blvd. 
Suite #274, Bensalem, PA 19020. (233) 


NEW UNSCENTED TRI COLOR FACE PAINTING 
KIT. Compact, pocket-size $4.95 + $1 S&H. Check, 
money order, Visa, MC, Disc, Amex. to B.W. Enterprises, 
7486 La Jolla Blvd. #123, La Jolla, CA 92037. Californians 
add $.38 tax. (234) 

World’s smallest video transmitter $155, Pinhole 
video camera $195. Transmitter, camera and 9V battery 
fit into a cigarette pack!! Call 423-540-8300. (233/v) 


BOUGAINVILLE REVOLUTIONARY ARMY, 
Republic of Bougainville explained. President Ona audio 
cassette $39. Sam Voron, 2 Griffith Ave.. Roseville, NSW 
2069, Australia. (233) 


Enforce your rights in court without a lawyer. 
Learn law now. Starter package $5.00. Citizens’ Justice 
Programs, P.O. Box 90, Hull, MA 02045. (233) 
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1996 DAYTONA BIKE WEEK! 


Miss Florida Biker, 30 min. 

Awesome topless contest 

Squeeze Wet T-shirts, 30 min. 

2 contests @ Squeeze lo Pub 

Bike Blast Babes, 45 min. 

Hot legs & wet-T contests 

Wfld Women & 

Iron Horses, 60 min. 

Topless whipped cream wrestling, 
biker babe boxing, demolition derbvs 

Miss Bike Week, 45 min. 

Semi-final and championship 

Cabbage Patch Curies, 35 min. 

Topless cole-slaw wrestling & 
awesome bikini coolest 

“lotsa Fun” Exotic 
Dancer Directory 

Professionally produced by ex-LRRP & SOF writer. 
£15.95 each & $3 S&H first video, $1 each additional. 
Canada double. All six $75 & $7 S&H, save $21. 
Perfect 10,12880 Hidalgo St., Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240 
V1SA/MC call 800-GIRL-USA; fax 619-329-0817 
30 min. prevue $8 



BEAT THE SYSTEM 


NEVER PAY TAXES AGAIN 
LEGALLY 

Limited supplies, Order now. 

For more info: SEND $4.00 S/H and 
S.A.S.E.TO:The Held Corp., Dept. SOF 
2500 Parkview Dr. #1511, Hallandale, FL 33009 



Everything you have heard about this book is 
true: the one-mile microphone, the FM taserbug, 
even the duster bombs. Throw in a dozen ‘free¬ 
bies' (infrared bugging systems, amps. etc.), 
blow the lid off clandestine escapades, add the 
only declassified copy of Spy boy™ maga¬ 
zine. use fine print for more than half the 210 pag¬ 
es. jam them with photos and schematics, sell 
the works for $38.50. domestic PPD. Buk Book 
Sales. 200 Union Blvd. Suite 425-Y, Denver. CO, 
80228. Unusual content-sold only to entertain. 



SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE MAGAZINE THAT MORE 
THAN 22,000 READERS TURN TO 
FOR ARTICLES, ADS & NEWS 
ABOUT MILITARY JEEPS, 
TRUCKS, TANKS &MOREI 


Full listing of upcoming rallies. 

MILITARY VEHICLES 

CK3 


USA: 1 Year (6 Issues) $18 • 2 Years (12 Issues) $29 

Canada: 1 Year $28 • 2 Years $49. All Others: 1 Year $30 • 2 Years $54 

P.0. Box 1748-L • Union, NJ 07083 USA 

THE MARKETPLACE 
FOR MILITARY VEHICLES 


★ ★★★★★★ 


r SOF CLASSIFIEDS l 
GET RESULTS! 

303-449-3750, 

^ EXT. 4 J 


REAL ESTATE 


FORECLOSED & REPOSESSED HOMES Pennies 
on the $1. FHA, IRS, VA, Bailout properties. Available 
Your Area Now! 1-800-558-8672 Ext G-2336. (232/p) 

GOVERNMENT LAND — $2.50 AN ACRE! 160-acre 
parcels being offered. Package includes detailed 
instructions, procedures, telephone helplines, etc. Send 
$5.00 to: Federal Services Bureau, Dept-3, 608 Stonewall 
Lane, Fredericksburg, VA 22407. (234) 


REMAILING SERVICES 


PRIVACY, CONFIDENTIAL MAIL RECEIVING/ 
Forwarding. Since 1981 Single ReMails $1.00, Phone, 
Fax, Box, Street Address available, Maildrop, Box 
608039-SOF8, Orlando, FL 32860-8039,Website -http:// 
www.2020tech.com/maildrop/ (235) 


I Street Lethal I 

I SPEED KILL I 

I 0 # Can you hit i man 11 times or more In one second or less? I 
I 0* Can you drop a man to his tones with one blow? 

| 0* Can you win a fight In 3 seconds or leu? 

FREE DETAILS I 


I WE TRAIN PEOPLE WHO CAN! 

I Warrior Publications 

■ 6252 Dark Hollow Rd., Medford, OR 97501 

I CUT OUT AHO MAIL THIS AD 


"to® 


535-3188 


SURPLUS 


GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS in your area! Must sell: 
Cars, trucks, computers, more! Great deals! Call Now 
Toll free: 1-800-601-2212, ext SP7770. (233/c) 


CONFIDENTIAL ADDRESS. Mail received here, then 
forwarded to you worldwide. Voicemail, too! Website 
address - www.netcom.com/~mailpost. MAILPOST, 
2421SOF Pratt, Chicago, IL 60645 (312) 764-0100. (800) 
890-3199. (233) 


PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY! P.O. Boxes and mail 
drops leave a trail. We have the answer! Not a standard 
remailing. 501-785-3424 (237) 


1997 International Directory, 5500 mailbox rental 
companies $9.99.1997 directory of 200 banks in countries 
with no U.S. tax treaty $29.99. Get secret bank accounts 
and credit cards. DirectoryMart, 1320 B Street #112-12, 
Fl Smith, AK 72901 (233) 


Increase Your Postal Privacy! through mail 
forwarding. Confidential Message Services, 69 Yi Walnut 
St, Wellsboro, PA 16901 (717) 724-5323. (233) 


SECURITY PRODUCTS 


ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE... “Equipment 
Virtually Unobtainable Elsewhere!” Brochures, $1. 
Professionals' Catalogue, $20., Refundable. 
M1CROTRON™, P.O, Box 2240, Elm Grove, W.V. 26003. 
(233) 


World’s smallest video transmitter $155, Pinhole 
video camera $195. Transmitter, camera and 9V battery 
fit into a cigarette pack!! Call 423-540-8300. (233/v) 


UNIFORMS FROM AROUND THE WORLD, 
Camouflage Uniforms from over 50 Countries, 16 
page Catalog $1.00, I.M.S., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221 (232/c) 


SURVIVAL 


NEW DIRECTIONS FOR SURVIVAL: Get 12 big 
monthly newsletters packed with information on survival, 
self-reliance, preparedness and freedom plus a free one 
year membership in America's most respected survival 
advocacy organization only $20.00. Sample issue $2.00. 
Live Free, P.O, Box 1743, Harvey, IL 60426. (232) 

WOOD BURNING AquaFire demand water heaters and 
AeroFire space heaters for cabins, camps, outposts, 
preparedness, survival, treks, expeditions. USA Made. 
Guaranteed. Warrantee. Applications Guide $3. 

NUDITY!? No, not with my survival sewing kiL 
Complete, high quality, camo-oriented supplies, unlike 
cheap store bought kits. $12.00 ppd cash/mo to TFP, PO 
Box 225, Metaline Falls.WA. 99153. (232) 


TRAINING 


BOUNTY HUNTER TRAINING by professionals; on¬ 
site in Arizona or at country-wide seminars. Details. 
NABEA, P.O. Box 32230, Tucson, AZ 85751. 1-520-290- 
8051. (242/v) 


Discover the Power of 
Night Vision 

Guaranteed lowest price 
on 1 st, 2nd, & 3rd gen. night vision 
binoculars, spotting scopes, pocket 
scopes, goggles, and rifle scopes 



•10 Quit Moneij-bach Guarantee »2 Year Warrantii 
•30 Pan Store Credit _ 


Call now for a technical consultation, 
FREE color brochure, or price quote: 

O'(l- 8o0 ■ 546 • 4 44 81 

Hitek International • 484 El Camino Real * Redwood Qy, CA 94063 
(415) 363-1404, lax {415)363-0470 




flF 

I 

I 

L 


BE A LOCKSMITH! 


Home study. Learn locksmithing for a great 
career, or to start your own at-home business. 

FREE LITERATURE: 800-223-4542 


Address 

City 


___ Phone 

State Zip 


School of Locksmithing, Dept. LKC171 
PCDI, 6065 Roswell Rd„ Atlanta, GA 3032 




Leatherwood 


RIFLES PARTS & KITS 


mm 


Please send $1.00 for our new catalog 
13983 Industry Ave.- SF Becker, MN 55308 


1-612-261-5600 


TRAVEL 


BACHELORS BANGKOK TOUR - steamy nightlife, 
great marriage possibilities. Also pen pal, Asian videos, 
guide books, etc. Brochure 1-800-669-7020. (242/v) 


° VIDEOS 


M WORSE THAN TAILHOOK”, screamed “American 
Journal" about “lewdness and debauchery" outside our 
former Philippines bases. We offer full-length, uncensored 
videos of these actual parties. For catalog, send $3 to: 
BAO. Video, 47 Raymond Ave. (SOF), Poughkeepsie, 
NY 12603. (235/v) 


WE HAVE THE BIZARRE, the unique, and the stuff 
you’ve only heard about; Mostly VHS, Some BETA 
Military/Former military we are interested in buying or 
trading videos purchased overseas. Write: Foreign Film 
Etcetera, P.O. Box 421, Zion, IL 60099. (234) 


wanted 


EXECUTIVE PROTECTION & INVESTIGATION 
PROFESSIONALS, join the foremost exclusive 
international NETWORKING Association available. We 
need your expertise - you need our contacts! Guaranteed 
professional development and opportunities. Send $15.00 
for Infopak to: BASECA PO Box 1031, Andover NJ 07821, 
(240/v) 
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Sound Off 


by Col. David H. Hackworth (Ret.) 


Busting the Trust 


A midshipman at the U.S. Naval 
Academy at Annapolis recently 
wrote, “We now get tons of lectures 
on ‘walking the straight and narrow/ But 
I’m not sure if the Navy is targeting the 
right audience. From what I read, our senior 
brass could use the instruction a lot more 
than we middies.” 

This future officer is on target. Fact is, 
the Pentagon inspector general has been 
investigating top brass misdeeds for years. 
Most trespasses are hushed up, and the cul¬ 
prits are quietly retired, unless the media get 
hold of the story. Then it’s a 30-second 
sound bite: “Admirals rip off Norfolk base 
post exchange.” 

But there have been scores of misdeeds 
by top brass in all the services during the last 
few years — from adultery to misappropria¬ 
tion to lying to Congress — that seldom hit 
the news. 

Some are big dishonors such as when in 
1988 retired Adm. William Crowe lied to the 
American people over whether a U.S. war¬ 
ship was in Iranian waters when it shot down 
an Iranian passenger jet. 

Others deal with millions of your tax 
dollars wasted on harebrained fancies like 
beautifying a tank park or painting every 
building on an Air Force base the general’s 
favorite color. 

And some deal with petty cash stuff such 
as Army Maj. Gen. LeRoy R. Goff’s recent 
phony car trip at taxpayers’ expense from his 
base at Fort Hood, Texas, to his daughter’s 
college in North Carolina. He dropped her 



Col. David Hackworth (Ret.), also 
writes a syndicated weekly column 
titled “Defending America.” “Hack” 
doesn't pull any punches and many lib¬ 
eral rags won't carry his writing. If 
your local paper falls into that catego¬ 
ry, call the editor and let him know 
you f d like to see “Defending America ” 
on the Op-Ed page. It's syndicated by 
King Features , 235 E. 45 th St, New 
York, NY 10017. 


Another high flyer is Adm. Richard C. 
Macke, who was recently nailed for using his 
VIP aircraft to fly from Hawaii to California 

It’s up to the 
Pentagon’s top civilian 
leaders, and the senators 
who confirm these guys 
for stars, to hold them 
accountable to at least 
the same standards as 
the enlisted folks. 

to visit his two uniformed girlfriends (one 
was a Marine lieutenant colonel, the other a 
Navy lieutenant commander). 

Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, says 
Macke also ran up “in excess of $6,000 
worth of unauthorized charges that were 
billed to and paid by the taxpayer.” Most of 
these costs were for 850 long-distance phone 
calls to one of his paramours. 

Macke still hasn’t been billed for the 
$6,000. At least when Gen. Joseph W. Ashy 
misused a VIP aircraft to fly his wife to 
Washington, D.C., he had to pay $5,500 — the 
cost of the flight — and he was retired early. 

Such conduct violates the public trust 
and destroys our confidence of all of those 
who are in charge, even those who haven’t 


and her car off and then flew commercially to Fort Bragg, N.C., to 
do “official business.” But his side trip with his kid clipped you 
$267.70 for mileage and hotel per diem. 

I asked “Rip Off Goff’ why he went to Bragg. He says, he was 
trying to find ways to save the Army money so it wouldn’t be cut 


violated the honor code. 

Such behavior must stop! Officers are endowed with “special 
trust and confidence.” These are the words that appear on their cer¬ 
tificates of commission. The higher the brass hats, the more trust we 
citizens place in them. They hold the security of our nation in their 


another 20,000 personnel spaces. I told him if he really wanted to 
save the Army dough, he should’ve stayed home. 

Once Goff found out I was writing about his two-bit travel 
scams he suddenly paid the Army back the money he shouldn’t 
have taken in the first place for this and other padded-up trips. 

The visit-the-kid-in-college-on-the-taxpayer’s-tab scam is a 
common high-brass trick. Two army generals were recently 
investigated for flying their VIP jets to their kids’ graduations. 
Unlike Goff, they covered their tracks by the standard ploy: giv¬ 
ing the local ROTC detachments a little pep talk. Neither general 
got burned. But flying thousands of miles on a big VIP jet with 
running costs of about three grand an hour to talk to 100 cadets is 
a bit much. 


hands, and they determine how billions of our dollars are spent. 

Integrity is the basis for an officer’s authority to lead. That’s 
why it’s stressed so strongly at commissioning schools like 
Annapolis. 

The middie is right! But a few lectures to the top brass won’t 
do the job. 

*** 

Http://www.hackworth.com is the address of David 
Hackworth’s home page. 

Copyright 1997 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. ^ 









Custom Shop, and you can take comfort in knowing 
it will be guaranteed for as long as you own it. And 
when it comes to your personal safety and that of your 


SIGNATURE 

GRADE 


family, there is no reason to settle for anything less. 


The Gunsite name is known around the world for 


unsurpassed firearms instruction.That reputation for 


excellence extends to the Gunsite Custom Sho 


where workmanship, precision and dependability are 
provided not only through Gunsite custom products, 
but all brands of firearms in need of service or repair. 
For more information about our full spectrum of 


superior products and service, or becoming an exclusive 


Gunsite dealer, call 520-636-4565. You'll find the 


Gunsite Custom Shop offers the value of a lifetime 




SIGN ON WITH THE PROFESSIONALS! 

You’re a man of action. So make SOLDIER OF FORTUNE your source of exclusive 
information on the world’s hotspots and the latest news on mercenaries, weapons, 
self-defense, clandestine operations and survival in a changing world. You can’t afford 
not to know. 

(please print) 


City _ 

Signature 


. Zip code _ 


□ Bill Me (U.S.A. Only) □ Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only please) 
Please charge my □ VISA □ Master Charge 


Exp. Date . 


Account No. . 


USA, Canada, Mexico 


1 Year (12 Issues) 2 Years (24 Issues) 


2nd Class (Brown Wrapper) □ $26 (Save $7) □ $ 52 (Save $ 14) 

1st Class (Sealed Envelope) □ $50 □ $100 

Overseas 

Surface □ $33 □ $ 66 

Air □ $70 □ $140 

Please make check or money order payable to: 


SOF 45 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ^ 

P.O. BOX 1307. BOULDER, CO 80306 ' N 
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PRECISION SWISS ETA 251.272 MOVEMENT **««*■*» 

SPLIT SECOND, ELAPSED & 24 HOUR MILITARY TIME-SOLID STAINLESS STEEL CASE * W/R 
PADDED LEATHER BAND*SCREW-DOWN BACK AND CROWN* SHOCK AND W/R TO 330 FT * 
SPEED TACHYMETRE • REVOLVING COUNTDOWN BEZEL * CALENDAR DATE WINDOW • 
DISTORTION FREE MINERAL LENS • LUMINESCENT HANDS • HIGHLIGHTED SWEEP SECOND 
HAND • 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE • LIFETIME WARRANTY • SAME DAY SHIPPING 


A $500 VALUE + $4 S&H 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL: 1 -800-544-4365 

ASK FOR OPERATOR 197 

or send check or money order to: CHASE-DURER 
270 No Canon Drive, Dept 1402-197, Beverly Hills, CA 90210 




